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Introduction

The “Endosulfan poisoning “ at Kasargod was first reported in the media in 1979 by
Sri. Shreepadre farm journalist from the village Padre. The Plantation Corporation of Kerala
started areal spraying of endosulfan in its cashew plantations in Kasargod district in 1976. The
struggle against aerial spraying was started as early as 1980 and the struggle against Endosulfan
started in late 1990s. Since then, people in the district have been asking for a ban of endosulfan.
Several committees have looked in to the issue and the High Court of Kerala banned the
chemical in Kerala in 2003. The Central Government withheld the sale and use in Kerala in
2005. The State Government of Kerala has set up a endosulfan relief and remediation cell and
already spend several lakhs to provide relief to the affected and much more need to be done.
The people of Kerala and the state government has been working for national ban of Endosulfan.
The stand taken by the Government of India against its ban at POPs review committee meeting
held in Stockholm in October 2010 triggered state wide protest. State government, political
parties, students and civil society came openly against India’s stand. This dossier is a collection
of news paper reports from 1st November 2010 to 11 January 2011 related to this. We hope this
will give you an idea about Kerala society’s position regarding ban on endosulfan.

Key to the News papers referred in this dossier

English Dailies - The Hindu-(TH); The New Indian Express-(NIE)

Malayalam Dailies - Malayala Manorama-(MM); Mathrubumi-(MB); Madyamam-(MD);
Mangalam; Deepika
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State firm on its demand

Agriculture Minister seeks national ban on Endosulfan

Spe;:ial Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Minis-
der for Agriculture Mullakka-
ra Hatmakaran has said that
the State government will not
budge on its demand for a na-
tional ban on Endosulfan.

The State government reit-
erates once again, in the con-
text of Endosulfan, the need
for the State government to
have the authority to regulate
agriculture-related matters,
the Minister said in a message
to the pan-India Kisan Swaraj
Yatra, which entered Kerala
on Saturday.

Welcoming the vatra, Mr.
Ratnékaran noted that agri-
culture was a State subject
under the Indian Constitu-
tion and hence the anthority
should rest with the State
government. “We will oppose

» 'State will oppose
all anti-farmer
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* Kisan Swaraj Yatra
touring State

all technologies that are anti-
farmer and anti-natare

He also announced that he
would join the vatra when it
ends at Rajghat in Delhi on
December 11, after travelling
through 20 States by bus. “All
the issues raised by the vatra
are issues of concern to the
State government also.”

The yatra, which started
from Sabarmati in Gujarat on
October 2, is touring Palak-
kad, Malappuram, Kozhikode
and Wayanad for three days.
During these days, it will in-
teract with farmers” organisa-
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tions, politicians,. teachers,
students and other sections
of suc:l.ety _|Farm visits and

* bultural programméd are alkd

being held during the yatra.
Non-governmental organisa-
tions Thanal, Haritha Sena,
Jaiva Karshaka Samithi, Save
Farmers. Campaign and
FERNS are hosting the pro-
grammes in Kerala, along
with wvarious local environ-
mental and farmers' organi-
sations., The Kisan Swaraj
Yatra is being coordinated by
the Alliance for Sustainable
and Holistic Agriculture, a
network of organisations and
individuals who believe that
the way forward for Indian
agriculture and farmers is
that of sustainable agricul-
ture, that- will conserve and
improve farmers’ livelihood

and resources. i
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Six member committee to
study endosulfan tragedy

New Delhi, Nov.10: Centre has
appointed a six member expert
committee to reconsider the use of
endosulfan and other pesticides. The
committee is expected to submit its
report with in three months. Dr. C D
Mayi, the head of Agriculture
Research bureau and Agriculture
Research Council, is the president
of the committee.

(Malayalamanorama)
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State for ban
on Endosulfan

Government files affidavit

Special Correspondest

KOCHI: The State govermmsent
imformed the Kerala High
Court on Wedneaday that it
had regoested the Central
government o ban the wse af
Endasalfan all over the coun-
7y s it wse bead caused much
misery to the people,

In an affidsvit, the Stte
gvermment said the use of
Endoaulfan had been banned
o phazed owt in &l eonitries,
including Brazil and the 1.5,
At o review meeting of the
Stuckhalm convention in Ge-
neva recently, the use of the
pesticide was seriously com
sldered as ‘peraigtent organic
pollutant.’

The government sadd that
studies had showen that Ende-
sulfan wag extremely toxic in
risture

It imfarmed the Bench of
Chief Justice J. Chelameswar
and Justice P.H. Ramachan-
dra Mencn that the govern
ment WiE serbausly
considering variong optbona
for providing compensation
to the victims of Endosulfan
i thee State

A the matter invalved pol-
:if}'d!l.'i.iml‘l. it beaad R b bakieny
all the highest kevel after seri-
o d Bensgiohs.

Thie affidadt wae filed in re-
sponse to a wTit petition fled
by T, Anad Ali, pressdent, Indi-
an Lawyers” Congress, seek-
ing to constitute a epecial
tribumal t"1r1|1|.nl.|h1ng,l-m1-c:|-
siilfan victims in Kamraged

= Cansidering various
aptions to
refief o victims

* Writ petition seeks

constitution of
special tribunals

aml awarding sompensatian
to tham, He sought a directive
o the Central governmment to
ban the spraving of Esdosul-
fan fn cashew plantations in
Kasaragd

He said the Flantaticn Car-
poraticn of Kerals and the
Skabe BoveTnment were not
naaking ang efforts to identify
the victims or their relatives
i pay them compensation.
It wa, therefope, essential to
constitute a tribansl on the
lipes of the apecial tritunals
o BMannar land disputes anid
ithe wictims of the pollution
cauped by the Coca-Cola
p|hl'l1 ut Plachimada

The affidavit sald the gov-
ernment bad sddressed a baf- |
ter bo the Unjom Agricnkare |
Ministry esaking early action
for salving the problems cre- |
wbad b}'l.hi‘.' s o Endosud . |

The government said that |
four expert committees had |
doneepideminlogical study at
Padre village in Kasaragod |
where sefial spraying of the
pesticide was conductsd by
the corporsdson Al the com-
mittees hod recommended |
eloppage of aerial spra!nn.;l_n-'l'
Endrsulfan .-‘le

[ Dossier on Ban Endosulfan- March 2011 |

C M asks details of endosulfan victims

Thiruvananthapuram: The Chief Minister of Kerala
asked health department to produce exact number
of endosulfan victims in Kasarkode district.
According to existing government data there are
2060 victims in the district. But some unofficial data
says it exceeds 8000. Therefore CM need updated
data. He also called a high level meeting to discuss
the issue in Thiruvananthapuram on 18 this month.

-TH ko

Cashew industry seeks Endosulfan ban
Entrepreneurs wary of the impact of the pesticide on export prospects

Igratlin Peerin
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T e
State to compensate

endosulfan victims

Express Mews Service
Kochi, November 10

THERE had been consistent
requests from the state for
banning the use of endosul-
fan in the entire nation, and
the .state Health
Department had on May 3,
2010, informed the Union
Ministry of Agriculture
about the problems created
by the use of endosulfan, the
state government submitted
before the Kerala High Court
on Wednesday

In an affidavit submitted
by deputy secretary of the

tment of Agriculture
M A Franeis, the state gov-
ernment said it was seriously
considering various options
to compensate the endosulfan
vietims in the state.

The state government filed
the affidavit before the EKera-
la High Court on a petition
filed by T Asif Ali seekinga
directive to the Centre to ban
endosulfan and constitute a
tribunal to identify all the

www.endosulfan.in

endosulfan victims to pay
compensation to all the vie-
tims in Kasargod district.

The state government had
constituted several commit-
tees headed by Abdul Salam,
Achuthan and P K Sivaraman
and one from the National
Institute of Occupational
Health, ICME, Ahmedabad,
over the years.

The state further submit-
ted that there is a possibility
of using endosulfan after
bringing it from the adjacent
states where the pesticidehas
not been banned.

L I L T )

‘Endosulfan VS

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:  Chief
Minister V. 8. Achuthanan-
dan will convene a confer-
ence of officials on November
18 to review relief measures
undertaken by the govern-
ment for victims of Endosul-
fan in Kasaragod district.

The conference will review
the effectiveness of assist-
ance provided by government
to the victims.

Besides welfare pensions
for the disabled, the govern-
ment is providing monthly
assistance for bystanders of
bed-ridden victims, rice at
Bs2 a kg and medical
asgigtance,

The meet may also look in-
to the possibility of obtaining
compensation for the victims
through the establishment of
a tribunal.

Solatium

The government is cur-
rently providing a solatium of
Re.50,000 to the relatives of
the dead.

It has, however, provided
Rs.5 lakh each to the viclims

| of recent liquor tragedy in

Malappuram district.

The case of Endosulfan vic-
tims is considered a bigger
tragedy. The conference will
be attended by officials of the
Health Department and the
State Council for Science,
Technology and Environ-
ment.

The Kasaragod Collector
and members of the district
panchayat are also likely to be
invited to the meeting.

The Council is currently
preparing a report on the en-

calls officials’ meet

Relief measures to be reviewed
| Special Correspondent

* Meet may consider
establishment
of a tribunal

# Council report

may be delayed
further

=S i

vironment in the affected vil-
lages.
Assessment

For this, it is assessing the
Endosulfan residues still pre-
sent in soil, sediments and
human blood and the state of
bindiversity. Besides, the eco-
nomic, soeial and environ-
mental impact of the
pesticide is also being looked
into.

Delay in report

Though the work was pro-
posed to be completed by last
month, the assessment is get-
ting delayed. The results of
analysis of sediments and
other samples collected in
August are likely to be re-
ceived only by December. The
report may be delayed
further. '

More reports on Page 4
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UPA MPs from Kerala want ban on endosulfa

Thiruvanananthapuram, Nov.13: Kodikunnil Suresh,
convener, UPA MPs from Kerala, said that UPA MPS
from the state demand ban on endosulfan. Both UPA
MPs and non UPA MPs from Kerala have same opinion
in the issue, he added. “Studies reveals that pesticides
use in paddy creates problems in Kuttanad region in
the State. Number of cancer patients are increassing
in the region. Govt should consider it immediately” he
added.
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Govt to implement
welfare schemes for
endosulfan victims
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Ban endosulfan: Minister of Forest

Thiruvananthapuram,NO0.13: Addressing the global
energy parliament organized by Isha Vishwa
Vinjan Trust, Binoy Viswam, Minister of Forest,
Kerala, asked scientist and spiritual movements
across the world to rise their voice for global ban
on endosulfan. (Malayalamanorama)
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Binoy Viswom resents
Jairam Ramesh’s remarks

BJP to step up
demand to ban
endosulfan
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Endosulfan spraying: NHRC
notice to three senior officials
Two Unian Secretariés, Enief Secretagy get natice

Plantation Corporation introduces special
package for victims

Kozhikode( Kerala), Nov.25: The Ministry of Agriculture
of Kerala said Plantation Development Corporation of
Kerala will introduce a special package for endosulfan
victims. The final decision and design of the package

will be made soon, he added. (Mangalam
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Core issues left out: Minister

State raises concern over Pesticide Iﬁ'[u.nu.gﬁmmt Bill

A Division Bench comprising
Chiel Justice J Chelameswar and
Justice P B Bamachandra Menon
passed the orders while consldering
a pablic interest Itgation submit-
ted by advocate T Asif Ali seeking
compensation for the endosulfan
wictims in Kasargod distrbct

" Everyday, something is going on
in the endesulfan issue, Recently,

peditionet, in an application submit-
ted before the court, also sought &
directive to atop the studies being
conducted in the state by bath the
Central and the state governmenis.
Howgver, the Bench dismisied the
ApLcation.

The court, which allowed HIL to
implead a5 an additlonal pespen.
dent in the case, adjourned the
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State imposes ban on Endosulfan use
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Minister calls for
total ban on
endosulfan

Officials from the State will urge the
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Centre to ban endosulfan at the meeting
to be held in New Delhi on November 23

Express Hews Serdce
TPuram, Hovember 20

Mayes as head of the commmittee ngule-
g into the l-effects of the pesticide.
Bfayves had earlier headed a commities
which had favourably reported on endo-
Fulfnm e,

The Minister's call for total banh on
emdogulian comes in the wake of a State
Pollution Contral Board ordering a han
0 ilg nee acroas the State. Earliar, the
Ban existed anly in Kasargod district.

& hilgh-level meetlng is also 1o b2 con-
vened by Chief Minister V 3
Achuthanandan here on November 23 to
dilseugs the endosnllan feue in ]{BSB.T‘-
pod. Ministers, district eollectars, lesal-
by nificials and department officials
will attend.

FOREST Minister Binoy Viswam on Sat-
urday called for a tofal ban on endosul-

fan,

He alleged that the Central Gavern-
ment was being cruel towards the wic-
thmes of the endosudfEn ragedy by delay-
ing a ban an the pesticide,

Addressing a press conference hers
on Baturday afer meeting forest offi-
cials and emvironmentalists, he said that
officials from the State would urge the
Candre b0 ban endosulfan st a mesting
planned in Mew Delhi cn November 23
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Endosulfan: :‘:state to seek nation-wide ban
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Special squad to detect endosulfan
spraying

Palakkad, (Kerala), Nov.20: Special squad
consisting members from agriculture, revenue and
police departments has been set up to detect and
stop endosulfan spraying in mango plantations in
the district.
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Awarenes class on endosulfan
Palakkad(Kerala),Nov.23: In order to make people aware
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of possible impact of endosulfan spraying in mango
plantations in Muthalamada , a seminar was conducted
under the joint auspicious of Krishibhavan, Muthalamada
and Krishi Vijna Kendra (KVK) Pattambi. Israel Thomas
and Yamini Varma from KVK led classes. (Mathrubhumi)
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Governmentr to tighten endosulfan
checking at check posts

Kuttikkanam( Kottayam, Kerala),Nov.24. The Home
Minister of Kerala ensures stringent measures to stop
endosulfan entering into the state through border check
posts from neighboring states. He asked other states to

follow Kerala’s decision on banning endosulfan.
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ernment shoald kick off a
oaly.

THIRUYARANTHARIEAN:
Endasulfan Action Commit-

Staff Reporter

1
L ’*} ;

ttee for pesticide-free Kasaragod %"

1011 COmimni

TINE TO ACT: Chigf Minister V.5 Achuthanandan chaire a mesting along with

Ministers PR Sreemathy, Mullakkara Ratrakaran and Benoy Viswom (o
dizcwss the plight of Endesulfon victims at the Secretariot on Tuesday

I PHOTO! 5. MAHINSHA

Thanal
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Pesticide Bill needs change, says Viswom
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Collector tightens scan on endosulfan

Palakkad( Kerala),Nov.28: District collector of
Palakkad has taken measures to stop endosulfan
entering into the district through border check
posts.( Farmers in the district get endosulfan from
Tamil Nadu since it is banned in Kerala) He gave
directions to officers to inspect pesticide depots and
farmers fields to ensure that the chemical is not
available in the district. Pesticide depots have been
already inspected. Decisions are made to analyze
pesticide residue in plants. A pesticide awareness
class is conducted in Muthalamada, where some
endosulfan cases were reported. earlier

(Mathrubhumi)
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VS deplores move to appoint new panel

Says Centre's expert committees had earlier pointed out risks posed by Endosulfan

Special Correspondsnt

THIRUVAHARTHARURAM: Chiel
MEnister V.8, Achuthanamdan
on Saturday  deploned  the
Union Eesermment s move to
Appenl 8 new cixmmitiee Lo
gtudy the effects of Endosal-
fan on human pepubstion, in
stemd ol banming  the
prsticide,

The Chiel Minister noded
in an official release that In-
fia continued 10 be propo
nent  of fhe  dangernus
peaticlds while most coun-
frles had banned it “The
Unicm government apd ath-
ers comoerned have
dependente snd aides of mo-
mapolies who manufcture

the pestickde,” Mr. Achatha-
namdan streseed that Enda-
sulfan had caused painfal
death of $00 persone in 11
paschayats of Kasarngnd dis-
triet. Denthswere continaing
Thi: risks posed by e pasti-
cid: had been pointed out in
the past by expert commit-
{reg appadnted by the Centre
itsalf, )

"Howewer, the Cenire 18
now going 0 for anather
study 1o b2 hended by an ex-
pert who had given ‘good cer-
tificwte’ to Endosalfan.™

He said the Ukich gowem
ment's deciion ampunted to
a challange snd mocery of
the affected people. thelr
tamilies and the people of the

® Reiterates demand
for bam om
Endosallan

» Plea to aid State
in rehabilitatien
measures

Incalities. Mare than 4,00
persons were gafermg from
varivus deformity and ather
problems in the area

He noted that Epdosulian
had not oitly affected the peo-
ple of Kasaragnd district bt
alag the people in some parts
of Karnataka and the Idwkki,
Palakkad asd Weyanal dis-
tricts of Kerala, Hemce, the

marufsctiure and sale af the
peaticlde should be banged
urgently, Precautisnary ac-
tion showld be taken to pre-
vent §ts marketing under
obher names,

The Chief Minister de-
manded that the Eentre
should assist the State inim-
plementing projects for the
treatment, welfare and reha-
bikitation of the victime A
s of B 100 erore should be
sanctioied for & comprehen-
give rehabilitntion package.
Inguiry ordered

Faorest Minkster Benoy Vis-
wom has erdered an ingueiry

imba reports of heavy asage of
pesticides oo the Moaply as-

tabe of Harrisoms Malayalam
Ltd (The govermment had
eartier issged notice for the
takeower of the estate on
grounds of vielation of lkass
comditions and the company
had challenged the notice be-
fore court.) An official release
mobed that the beachisg of th
pesticide into water fowing
dhowen From te estate and wa-
ter bodies in the nearby areas
would e & serious Sitas-
tig, It coald affeck the wate
bodies, the people and Eindi:
versity. Hencs, the ander ¢
thee M Eniater for urgemnt inves-
tigation irto the renorts

IT mﬂﬁfﬁﬂifer lifeline for
victims of Endosulfan

Steps to spread use of [T among all sections of soclety: VS
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Adopt integrated pest
management: expert

G, Prabhskaran

FALAKNAD: M.M. Kutty,
former FAD and Usnited
Mations (LLN.) expert on
aquacultare, has called
for imtegrated pest man-
agement (IFM) 0 over-
come e threst posed o
blosdiversify aml the eco-
ayskons by the ws of toxie
PESLE

Talking to The Hinde
hers on Friday om the ns
of toxic pesticides in
manga orchards st Muath-
alamada and agriculture
farms in Palakkad, Dr
Eutty sald “there s nr-
it o for hearmlesabi-
ological weapoms  to
combat farm pests be-
cause when toxic chem-
jeals are used, it mot oaly
affects the target pests
like insects and mites but
noa-target animals too,
including buman beings,
directly and indirecily ™

“The desth of a calf al-
kgedly coused dus to
consumption of water
enflaminated with pesti-
cldes that were used to
control insect pests in fo=
wering manga ftrees in

death  of  bubberflies
coused by exposure to
pesticides-contamdrated
atmosphers in the Nal-
Hempathy  Hills  hawa
rightly stirred the atten-
tian of enviroamentalists
arel the media,™ he said.

“We dhould avedd all
chemical pesticides and
go in for biological con
trol ol pesis Buf, this
needs  dedicated  snd
timse-coq puming research
to locate hiclogical-con-
trol organism and stan-
dardise  methodolagies™
Relying on total bbolog-
cal regalation of pest st-
tacks should be one of the
ultimate ohjectives of
ohmlnlu.u: hareafal

pf_wbmdnr. The
]1:n—_|1Eul effects of indis-

criminate uss of chemical
posticides can be avoided
by going in for IFM, a
component  of  holistic
agriculture  ar  organic
farming, be mid.
Ermomwclisate: mvet heoud

Asked pboat the imme-
dinte method to be em-
ployed by farmers to save
their crops from pest at-
tacks, Dr. Kistiy said “as
boinyg s suchy emiromnen-
tally-healthy and  foal-
proof methods are nok
available, we may have Lo
adopt the best avallsble
maragement technology:
less harmful chemicals
can be used, restricting
application on the affeci-
ed organdsm and redwcing
the areas and time of expo-
sure through integrated
st EnanAgaEent.”

Thisis in consideration
of niot only protecting the
target crop, but also olber

plant, animad,
Tm'd ﬂih — in the we-
tershed  ecosystem. It
stems from indeed a
wider understanding of &
highly complex svstem
through stady of the dif
feremt components of the
Patal setem ndividaally
and also in concert and
evolving methodologlas,
which could lead to an op-
timal socio-sconomically
and epvircamentaliy sus-
tained production from
the eco-system.”

Om the demand to ban
harmbful chemical pasti-
chles in the State, Dr.
Kutty ssid some wery
stromg measures against
its use hawe ta be taken in
EKerala and also in the n-
tire country, Surely, thers
will e some fears amd
amxiety that the mowe
might cause somse dents
in the highly sensitive
apri-food produscibon gys-
faen, but anticipated loss-
es wonld be minuscals
when compared to the
hibman Lragedy and not 5o
whalble degradation of car
emvironment and loeses

He mld the parils of
toxic pesticides use has
been recognised by mare
counfres  &nd  Indla
shoeald fall in fipe with the
glohal verdict sson and
EvE OUr emvircnment.




Endosulfan: officials to face action

Special Cormespondent

THIRUVAMAKTHAPURAM:  Chied
Minister V.5, Achathamandan
said bere on Sundmy that the
State government would ini-
Hate action againat officials of
the Agriculture Department
and PMamtation Corporstion
of Kerala Ltd. who endorsed
the use of Endosulfan in K-
aragod district.

after Inaugarat-
ing Karshakn Bhavanam at
Anayara bere, he mid a sec-
tioa of agricjltural scientists
who cartified the wse of the
desdly pesticidn were also re-
spomsible for the human trag-
edy coused by exposure to
Endasulfan.

The Chief Minlster said the
government hed sdopted &
slew of measures to help the
victims of Endosulfan. “We
have banied the e of such

V.8 Achutherandan says
a section of eclentisfs are
also responsthle fir
Endosuifim tragedy,

pesticides in Kasargod and
efforte are on to promede or-
fands farming,” he sald
Highlighting the pesd to
agricultural
sectar, besaid, “1tis high time

we took steps to reduce ex-
penditure, increase vield snd
redisce the buman labour
companent in farming. It is
also important for farmers (o
be truimed in dairy and poul=
try Barming for an integrated
roach”

In his presidential address,
Agriculture Minksver Mullak-
lcara Ratnalaran said Karsha-
affordabe and quality accom-
nodation for the Eurmers vis-
iting the capital city. The
Minister revealsd plans to
equip Ermens for direct ac-
g 1o

Law and Fublic Works
Minister B, Vijoyakumar,
Ports and Youth Affairs Min-
ister V. Surendran Pillai,
Mayor K. Chaneriks, Deputy
Mayor (. Happyloamar, .|'u1d|-
tiomal Chief Sscretary K.
Juyakumar and Direcior of

oF
) AN
Agriculture G Surendran
E«T@ mniﬂ mr:ﬁnt it

& inaugur.

-Built inside .t World
Markel campus at Anmyarn,
‘Karshaks Bhavansm' will
house the Stote Agriewdtural
Management and Extension
Traiminginstitute (SAMETT).
The eco-Friemdly building was
constructed by COSTFORD
(Cenfre of Science and Tech-

for Bural Dewvelop-
Hm.lhﬁnlll.l.ﬂin'ulﬂlll
hlug:u- plant ard & ralewstor-
harvesting system. The 28-
roum building can acoommo-
date wp lo 50 Farmsers. SAME-
TI wag'established as part of
the ATMA (Agricultare Techs
nology Management Agency)
projéct of the Slate govern-
ment,

1% falp TH

NHRC chief to visit
Endosulfan-hit areas

KOZHIKODE: Mational Human
Right Commission (NHRC)
chairperson K.G. Balakrish-
nan on Thursday said he
would visit the areas affected
by the spraying of Endosulfan
in Kasaragod district on
Saturday.

Talking to mediapersons,
Mr. Balakrishnan, who was
here en route to Kasaragod,
said the purpose of his visit
was to check if the victims
had received adeguate com-

The guestion of banning
Endosulfan “does not come
under the NHRC,” the former
Chief Justice of India said. On
Movember 18 last, the NHRC,
taking suo motu cognizance
of the matter on the basis of a
media report that alleged ae-
rial spraying of Endosulfan
was continuing in the State,
had sought a reply from the

Centre and the State
government.
The State government had

pensation. recently announced a relief

When asked whether there package to the families suf-
was human rights violation in  fering from the after-effects
the spraying of the pesticide, of the use of the pesticide in
he said, “that is why I have cashew plantations in Kasa-
come.” ragod. —

Situation in Endosultan-hit areas worrying: NHRC

Express Mews Service
Kasargod, Decembar 18

MATIONAL Human Rights Comms-
sion (MHRC) Chairman Jastice K G
Balnkrishnan said here an Saturday
theat the NHRC would take & garlous
tate of the Endosalfan issue in the
distriet.

Addreselng an ntersctive saaslion
with the victims and their pacénts
from sevecal villages in the dissrbet,
which are suspected to have bean al-
Fected by the aerial spraying of
Endosulfan, Justice K G Balakrish-
nan sald the State and Central
governments should take effective
meagures for the treatment af the
victims.

Descrloing Che situation in several
pards of the district as grave, the

tTa-: Itles announeed by
nt shoald be made
he deserving victims.

Justiee K O Balakrishnan said that
the NHRC would recommend the
Union Gowvernment ta et dp
super-spociality hospitals, palliative

-

www.endosulfan.in

HHREC chairman said that all the °
Nadlonal Human Rights Commission chairman lustice K & Balakeizhnan 1Iere_c|ir-;

wills the pamnts of an Endosulfan wiclim a1 the Collechomate Canference Hall in

Kaiangad cn Satunday

care contres sl speclal care homes
in the affected areas.
He said the parents of several vie

fims are o debt-trap after exhausting
all thedr resources for the treatment
af their children

He sabdl the five members of the
MHRC wou k] again visit the area e
fiml n salation fo the problem and it
winillil tale actboi agalnat ihe depbal
af human rights on the ssue based
an the limited powsrs of the NHRG.

Justhe K G Balakrlskman aakd the
HHEC would apprize the Prime
Minister and the Union Mindster far
ARricnlturs as wall A3 tha Health
Minister on the plight of the vie-
tims.

5

ting that the NHRC was niot an
stlon condweting sclentific
studics an the issee, be sabd @ would
axant e the human rights vialation
pesailding feom the serial speay ing of
EndosilEat in ehe vilkages.

P Karunkaran MPE C H Kunbhamba
ML, district panchayat president F
P Shamala Devl, District Collestor
Ananad Singh, DBO Dr Joge DACruss
andl members of nther various or-
ganiaations attended the Interface
programme.

Later; the HHRC Chairman vistted
the villages of Padre, Enmakaje and
Bellur which are reportedly affectsd
by the spraying of Endosulfan.
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New chairman for

Endosulfan panel

J. Balaji

NEW DELHI: The Union Agricul-
ture Ministry will replace the
chairman of the committee
appointed to study the effects
of Endosulfan on people in
Kasaragod and Idukki
districts.

The present head of the six-
member committee, CID.
Mayee, who is the Chairman
of the Agricultural Scientist
Recruitment Board, will be
replaced by a representative
from the Union Health Min-
istry. Kerala's political lead-
Brs, activists and
non-governmental organisa-
tions had been gunning for
Mr. Mayee's replacement as
he had earlier in 2005 given a
report favouring the use of
Endosulfan,

Union Agriculture Minis-
ter Sharad Pawar is said to

have promized to replace Mr.
Mayee when a delegation of
the Kerala State committee of
the Nationalist Congress Par-
ty, led by its president, A.C.
Shanmukhadas, called on him
here on Tuesday. “Order re-
garding appointment of the
new chairman will be issued
as early as possible,” Mr. Das
said quoting Mr. Pawar.

NCP secretary T.P. Pee-
tambaran said the Minister
promised that the commit-
tee's main priority would be
to look into the health haz-
ards posed by the pesticide,

Earlier, the delegation, in a
memorandum to Mr. Pawar,
gaid various studies had con-
clusively proven that Endo-
sulfan was a highly hazardous
pesticide. The delegates
wanted the Centre, particu-
larly the Environment Minis-
try, to ban it.

Q Wiglo ¢

Central package sought for
victims of Endosulfan o

Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: ~ The
State government has sought
a Rs.100-crore Central pack-
age for rehabilitation of the
Endosulfan vietims of Kasa-
ragod district, Chief Minister
V.5, Achuthanandan told the
Assembly on Thursday.
Responding to a call atten-
tion motion from C.H. Kun-

hambu (CPI-M}, the Chief

Minister said his government
had done everything within
its power to help the Endo-
sulfan victims and their fam-

ilies and could provide relief

to them only with Central
support. However, the Cen-

tral stand so far was not fa-
vourable to the State or the

Endosulfan victims, he said.
State expenses

Mr. Achuthanandan point-

# State has sought
Rs.100 crore for
rehabilitation

* V5 flays Central
decision for another
study

ed out that the State govern-
ment was now bearing the
entire treatment expenditure
of the Endosulfan victims and
that each victim was being
given Rs.2,000 a month and
their dependent families
Bis.1,000 each and free ration.
Facilities had also been cre-
ated in the 11 affected pan-
chayats for providing timely
medical and palliative care.
The Chief Minister came
down heavily on the Centre's
decision to commission an-
other study on the impact of

[ Dossier on Ban Endosulfan- March 2011 |

Endosulfan use and pointed
out that the need of the hour
was not another study, but as-
sistance and support for the
victims and a total ban on En-
dosulfan use in the entire
country, The State govern-
ment, he said, had already
communicated to the Centre
its protest against the deci-
sion for another study.

Grave situation

Earlier, Mr. Kunhambu
sajd the situation in the af-
fected panchayats was still
very seripus with several per-
sons succumbing to the ef-
fects of the pesticide. The
government should immedi-
ately seek a total ban on the
use of the pesticide across the
country and set up a tribunal
to assess the damages and pay
compensation to the Endo-
sulfan victims, he said.
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EII[IOSIIlfan Centre State firm on its demand

Agriculture Minister seeks national ban on Endosulfan

files affidavit

To take a fresh view on the pesticide
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Special Correspondent
THIRUNMARANTHAFURAM-  Minie-
er for Agricultars Mullakics-
ra Hatnakaran has said that
the State government will not
budge om fts demand for a na-
thomal ban on Endosulfamn

The State government reit-
erates omee agnin, in the cone
text af Endosulfan, the need
for the Sale government bo
Feave the asthirity to regulste
ngriculture-related matters,
the Minister said in n message
to e pan-India Kisan Swaraj
Yatra, which entered Kerala
on Spturday,

Welcoming the yatra, Mr.
Hatnadaran noted that agri
cultare Was a Stafe subject
under the Indian Congtito-
tiom and hemee the aathority
should rest with the State
povernmat. “Wea will opposi

& ‘State will oppose
all anti-farmer

t!E “IE_,!;:- Py

- il

touring
all technologiee that dre anti-
farmer and anti-nature.”

Hie also anmounced that e
would join the yatra when it
ends al Rajgghal in Delhi an
Decembser 11, after tramlking
through 20 States by hus. "All
the issues raised by the yatra
are issies al conoert to the
State government alsa”

The yatrs, which started

wgri- from Sabarmati in Gujarat on

Ogtober 2, i touring Palak-
kead, Mabsppuaran, Koghikods
and Waysnad for thres days.
During these days, it will in-
Beract with farmers” onganie-

tioms, ]mliu'l:i.m.- teachers,
etudents and other sections

B ER g

being held during the yatra,
Moa-governmental arganisa-
tions Thanal, Hariths Sena,
Jalva Karshaks Sambthl, Save
Farmers  Campaign  and
FERNS are hosting the pros
grammes in Keraln, along
with various local emviron-
mental and farmers” ongani-
satioms. The HKisan Swaraj
Futra is heing coordinated by
the Alliance for Sustainahle
and Holistic Agricultiare, a
nefwork of erganisstbons and
indivichuals who belbewe that
the way forsurd for Indian
agriculture and farmers is
that of sastainsble agricul-
tars, that will consarve and
improve farmers” lvelibood
and resources, r

2,836 Endosulfan victims identified 2y

Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:  Chief
Minister V.5, Achuthanandan
said here on Wednesday that

Novel initiative

2,836 Endosulfan victims had
been identified in 11 pan-
chavats in Kasaragod district.

Replying to a submission
by K. Kunhiraman in the As-

4 ERT

sembly, he said the govern-
ment was providing all
possible assistance to the vie-
tims and their families, in-
cluding monthly pension.

NIG

He offered to conﬂder any
additional application for as-
gistance if Endosulfan wvic-
tims were identified in the
other panchayats.

Wanna buy pesticide? Get a prescription

Athul Lal & G | ENS
T'puram, January &

AGRICULTURE officers in
the state would soon don the
role of phyzicians. In & bid
to curtail the indiscriminate
uzeof deadly pesticides, the
state government is all set to
introduce a new concept
whereby farmers will re-
quire a prescription from
agriculture officers to buy
pesticides from retail de-
pots.

According to sources in
the Agriculture Department,
this proposal comes in the
wake of seripus health haz-
ards reported in Kasargod
due to the indiscriminate
use of the deadly pesticide
Endosulfan in cashew plan-

tations.
Besides,
the ill-ef-
fects of
using high-
Iy toxic pes-
ticides are
also being re-
ported from
various
parts of the
atate,
Officials said
the new system would en-
courage judicious use of
pesticides, “Just like buying
medicines with prescription
from a doctor; the farmer has
to obtain a prescription from
the agriculture officer, With-
out it, farmers will not be
given pesticides. The retail
depots should also keep a

LU P ¥ OB

copy of the
C prescrip-
tion," an
official
said.
Offi-
cials
pointed
out that
lack of regu-
lations has
led to the indis-
criminate use of
deadly chemicals, Be.
sides, certain companies
were also supplying huge
quantities of pesticides di-
rectly to farmers.

At the same time, strict
measures would be taken to
curtail the misuse of the sys-
tem. “There are chances of
the system being misused by

pesticide companias by can-
vassing officers and by offer-
ing freebies to them. To
check such malpractices,
there will be regular inspec-
tions and prompt action will
be taken against erring de-
pots,” the official said.

Moreover, the state gov-
ernment was planning a
massive campaign against
the use of poisonous chemi-
cals and to promote organic
farming.

“At present, there iz wide-
spread protest against use of
pesticides and insecticides.
Everywhere, there is a call
for organic farming.

“ Omly the pesticide com-
panies are are opposing
these regulations,” the offi-
cial added.

[ www.endosulfan.in |
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State to ban hazardous pesticides.

Pavaratty(Thrissur): Minister of Agriculture,
Government of Kerala , said that the state
government will take steps to ban all the

hazardous pesticides.
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Endosulfan victims to be
given higher pension

Chief Minister to distribute biometric cards

Special Correspandent

THIRUVANARTHAPURAN:  Por-
sons in 11 punclyats of Kas-
aragod distrid whohave bsen
idemtified &8 Endosulfan vic-
iims will pet enhaneced pei-
sion and hiometrle cards for
free Lrontmegt this moath
Chief  Minister WV.E
Ackutkanandan will lounch
the rehabilitation scheme by
distribuking hiometsic cands
tur Ll affeched in Kasarogod
om Fridoy, Under the new
scheme, being implementid
through the Keraln Social Sés
curity Mission, under the So-
clal Welisre Department,
each bed-ridden and severely

* Pension ralsed from Rs.300 to Rs. 2,000

* Free madicare for those with biometrie cards
e

T Lemmer FRm—

affected wictim will get
Re 2,000 as monthly pansion
fromn Drecember, 2000

The government hod beei
paying Bs.200 to all bed-rid-
den and sevepely uffected vic-
tims urder an earlier schems
from Jasuary Lo Mopember,
They will be given on addl-
ticmal B 1,700 now. Similar-
by, thoze who have nol
received the disability pen-
ghon wonld he pald Bs.2000
eviery month.

The Social Secarity Mis-
alom would alsa pay Rs 1000
25 monthby aid from Decem-
ber 9 all other Embasulfan
wictims whi hive been ssoed
cortificatas by the Health De-
partment. The mission wow
pays Re00 every month to
533 bed-ridden victimg who
were identified af medical
camps organised by it in the
11 panchmyats,  Medical
haatds that exsmined the vic-
lime had igsued them certif-

izates and identity cards.
The bismetric ands baing
issued to the Erdosulfan vic-
tims woald make them elig-
ble for frea healtheare at the
Spee Chitra Thirunal Testi-
furte for Medical Scienoes and
Technology and  Regiooad
Cancer Contre, Thiruwsusamn-
thaguram; Gemeral Hosplial
Knsaragod; District Haospital,
Fanhangsd; Malahar Cancer
Cantre, Thalassery; [strict
Hospatal, Kanwur; General
Haspital, Thalseary, Parlyw:
am Medical College, Eane
murs Women snd Clidldren's
Haspital, Mangalfuparaisba
Kannut; and CGovecnimsn
Medical Calbege, Kochikods

————k
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27 % more of people are victims
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Kasargod: The chief minister of Kerala, V S Achudananthan said that
27% of people Attended the medical camps held in endosulfan affected
areas are victims. He was distributing bio metric cards to endosulfan
victims. These cards will help them to access free medical service.
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Free ration for endosulfan victim

Thiruvanathapuram: Government of Kerala decided to
provide free ration to the families of endosulfan victims

[ Dossier on Ban Endosulfan- March 2011 |
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Endosulfan tragedy is a mistake from government

Kazargod: The chief minister of Kerala, V S Achudananthan, said that the endosulfan tragedy is a mistake from
government. He accused central government for not banning the pesticide and bring relief to the victims.

THE HINDUA FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2011
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Karnataka bans
Endosulfan use

Long-pending demand of people .

Special Carresponident

BANGALORE: The State povers-
ment on Thursday banmed
the use of Endosulfon with
{mmediate e, This has
heen & long-jranding dr-rn_aru-]
of thye peogle of Dalkshin Kan-
ands, Uttara Kannada and
Udupi digtricts in particular
and reports have it that & lob-
b of the mamsfarturers had
come in the way of tetroduc-
ing such & ban for several
YRArs.

Briefing presspensons ofter
a maeting of the State Cabi-
o Minigter for Higher Edu-
cation V.5 Acharyn said the
Cahimet disciasped the harm-
ful elfects of Endesulfan, The
govermment would o in-
yiskop the provisions of the T
spcticides Act of 1968 and
write & detailed letter to the
Upiosn govertiment with ref-
eretioe bo te han. As per thi
provisians, & State gowern-
Enent can write Lo the Centre
by wirtua of wiich a bap can
be impesed albeit for & briel
peripd Energy, Foul and Civ-
il Supplies Minkster Shobha
Karandiaje, whoe bhas beco
spearhending a maremant for
banning Endosubfaf, said °1
am graveful to Chief Minister
B&. Yeddyormpps and the
membere af the Cabiset for
approving the ban. I & -
fortumate that the Union gov
proment is still bending o the

0

+ Manufacturers’
lobiby sald to have
been in the way

« Kerdla first State to
pan Endasulfan an

getober 31, 2006
R —— e — e —

lobby of Endosulfin manu-
facturers, Prime  Mimlster
Mammohan Singh skoubd in-
tarvene in the matber.”
Kerala was the first State o
han Epdosulfan. on October

41, 200,
‘Farmers to he lit’

PTI a#dds fram Kolksta: In-
dian fapmers will be hit hard i
Endasulfan comes under the
han arder by the Stockhalm
Comvendion in Apeil this yea
at the European Usnivn's in
sistenice for it baing a Persist
ni Organic Pollutant {POF)

“the off-patent pesticid
Endasalian has been prin
possd i be Listed 25 a POl
and Indis is Being moanim
pressure nat o oppose Eu
ropean Union proposal o en
list Endasalfan a5 a POF
Prsticides Manubciure
and Farmuksiors Assosiatio
af Imdia president Prodi
Dive said. Crop Care Faund:
thon of India Directar An
Kakicar suid the move Wou
poge a serious challengs
Tndizn [armers.

Ll

www.endosulfan.in
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Curbs imposed on
sale of pesticide

Special
Correspondent

THIRUVAHANTHAPURAM:

The government has is-
sued directions making
prescriptions from
agriculture officers
mandatory for sale of
pesticides in the State,

The government is-
sued guidelines follow-
ing indiseriminate and
uncontrolled use of
pesticides  in  farms
causing health prob-
lems in various parts of
the State.

An official release
said pesticides should
henceforth be sold by
dealers only against
prescription from an
officer of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture
not below the rank of
agriculture officer.

The  prescription
should indicate the
crop, disease, chemical
name and the quantum
of pesticide required.
The depot dealers
should maintain regis-
ter giving the details of
the pesticides sold

thus, Action would be
taken against
defaulters.

The release said that

the Director of Agricul-
ture had been asked to
implement the order
urgently.
_ The directive had
been issued as the first
phase of implementa-
tion of the policy to
free the State from pes-
ticides and introduce
organic farming
throughout the State
and also against the
background of use of
banned pesticides with
red and vellow labels in
the State.

Various health prob-
lems had been report-
ed from different parts
of the State because of
acute and chronic
poisoning from pesti-
cides. ‘

There was also indi-
cation that congenital
abnormalities, cancers
and certain other dis-
eases were on the in-
crease in the
plantation areas of the

State.



Honeybees turn Endosulfan victims

aaliin W

Decline in number of pollinators
reduces yield potential of crops

By Mathaw

THIRUVAHAHTRAPURAM:  Trdls-
criminate e of pesthcides
hins resulted in the decline of
honeyhee popualation in Iduk-
ki and Ensamapod disiricts,
Hudies show,

8  Devanesan, Professor
and Principal Scientist, All
Todia Cosonditated Heseanch
Profect (AICEF} cm Homey-
hees and Pollinabars, College
af Agricalture of Kerala Agri-
cultural University, Vellays-
mi, gabd indiscrlminate wse of
pesticides uased digappenr-
amce of pollinators, especislly
homeyboes. Thig, in  fars,
L;-us.e.l. declin | |11.'1=l|1 pitin-
tial of cordamom in Tdukd
district

Fle said the sclentists af
ATCEP who bad visibed Lduk-
ki to shwdy the diveralfy of

| honevbees Fod ound that

Endasulfan hod bBesn msed
there under a different irade
e, The day after the appli-
chthon of the pesticide, bees
had showed spmptams of poi-
snming aid dizd.

“The hees visited the Sow-
s and returmed near to the
bechive but were unshle to
direct their flight (o the hive
entrapes, The paiponed beds
showed  decressed  aggees-
giveness and the paralysed
hees crawled on nearhy ob-
jects, resulting (n redossd
foud storage and brood reas-
ing and dedirs in popalation
in the codony,” Dr. Devamesan
smid.

A decline in the number of
Feral colomées of honeyhbees &
well ns hived colonbes had
heen observed in the arcas.
The abservations n the plas-
tations had revealed a drastic
reduction in the fruil ot of

cardamom capaales in Ui ar
e whete the pesticide use
was high, he sadd.

Trypotant robe

Honeybees play an impaor-
tant role in pollinsting flo-
wering plants. They are the
major pollinators in carda-
mamt, caffes, cocomut, ashs
e, many vepgetables like
cucurhifte and  leguminous
plais including peas and
besan s, Honevbeos have mamy
qualities which help them to
be a good pollinator, and wll
ke sparies are pollinotors.
Foragss affected

A sty by Thanal, s pablic
intereet reseanch, advoocacy,
educstion and action trust
hare, showed that honeybees
had been affected snd almost
wiped ouf in the Endosuafn-
sprayed arems of Kosragod
digtrict. 1t affected the trhal
commuiiity of Koragas, most
of whon used to ecalbect bon-
ey firomm thee foreste, and tradi-
tionel orgarlend bepkeepirs.

* Bois die the day
after pestlcide
application

+ Doclie In number
of feral and hived
colonies

Miny keepers had wilhessed
meass kill of hees following
sprmying of Endosulfan by the
State-memed Plantation Cap-
paration of Kerala.

A survey ard analyeis con-
iocted by M, Lakihmi Mam-
simhany apd C. Japakomar of
Thanal nmang 31 beekeepars
showved that the annoal pro
duction of honey by berkesp-
er= had been 12,015 kg before
aerial spraying of Endosulfan
dbarted,

That bad come down to
385 kg In mid-"8508 when the
spraying had hean going an
Altar the ban an aerial spray
[, the prodmction poss mar-
gimally to 132 kg Though half
of the beekeppors had re-

Centre to go by ICMR .
advice on Endosulfan

Four expert committees since 1991 advised against ban

|
sumed operativas fter the |
spraving wag discontinued, |
production [alled to pick up
propartionally. {

Decline in production

Ity the case of 14 members
of honey collecting Korrgs
tribe surveyed, the avallahil-
ity of forest honey had come
dewm Froem 3375 kg annually
before Endesulfan spraying
o 938 kg during Endosulfan
spray. The financisl loss cal-
culated just for 45 beekee pers
ad eplleciors wt the sume
produoction level az in 19708
bt ot prices of 2008 {5 csti-
mated o he Re29 lakh am-
wually, If that {g projected for
the whole of affected atens in
the district, the Gnascial loss
could fan iobo several crores
ol rapees, they abserved.

The shidy indicated that
thee disappearance af baes had
affected yield from arecn mst
trees in the ares. Formers
complained that wield lwd
poie down by half alter the
spraying had stared,

-

\,"u
}\'

Special Correspondent

KEW DELKI: The Centre will go
by the recommendations of
the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) in deciding
whether or not to ban Endo-
sulfan, a pesticide which had
adversely affected some cash-
ew-growing districts in Ker-
ala

Responding to a question
in the Lok Sabha here on
Tuesday, Union Agriculture
Minister Sharad Pawar said
the government would accept
the recommendations of the
committee, which had been
st up by the ICME to leok
into the adverse impact of

L]

-.n.rﬂlllpmhgisﬂupmum:m

* Karnataka last week decided on six-month ban

this pesticide on health, fol-
lowing complaints and media
reports over the hazards
posed by it.

No ohjection

However, Mr., Pawar said
the Centre had no objection
to the HKarnataka pgovern-
ment's decision to ban the use
of Endosulfan across the
State, following reports of its
adverse conseguences, par-
ticularly in  the Dakshina

[ Dossier on Ban Endosulfan- March 2011 |

Kannada district. Four expert
commitiess had been set up
since 1941, and all of them had
advised against the ban,

Mr. Pawar attributed the
disastrous consequences of
the pesticide to s being
sprayed aerfally, which was
against the guidelines. He
gabd farmers in a namber of
States had said they had no
problem in using the chem-
ical as it was giving good re-

sults, The Karnataka Cabinet

last week decided to han the
use of Endosulfan for a period
of six months. The Endosul-
fan Manufacturers and For-
mlators Welfare Association
(EMFWA) mowved the Karna-
taka High Court challenging
the ban

Mr. Pawar said the pesti-
cide was being used in at least
40 countries, inchiding Bra-
zil, Australia and China,

Mr. Pawar said farmers had
heen advised against the
spraving of Endosulfan on
crops, particularly in cashew-
nut plantations. Compensa-
thon to those affected was the
State government’s respon-

slibdlity.
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State to ban red .2} !

category pesticides

Rigorous curbs on use of yellow category

Ko Martin

KOCHE The govermment hos f-
nalised plans §o ban pesti-
cides in the red category
(extremely toxich, the most
hozapdous ones, from being
used in the State and bring
rigoroud restrictioms oo the
gz o thycese i Ehe yellon cat-
wgary (highly toade],

Thy move ie part of the
Sigte povermment’s plan o
parn Kerala into an crganic
paricilltural State over 4 ti-
year pericd,

The prograsmme Wos U=
veiled by Chief Minkster V.
Achuthanandsn  in  Foehi-
el im My lost year.

Pesticldes like Carbofuran,
Fhorate, - Manocrataphos,
Fhosphanibdon, Methyl Pars-
thfn mid Bethomsd face the
ane From the Prdcge of Prec-
tices, revisind regulady by
Berala Agriultaral
University.

Revised package

Sources in thie unbversity
sald the revised package wos
peing rewdiad for relesse
within = month.

Directar of Extension, Ker-
ala Agricuktural Unfveralty,

www.endosulfan.in |

» Organkc agricattural
State i the
ohjective

= Scientific
cammusnity
webcomes mave

e ————————

PV, Palachandran told The
Fimdu that the poveromednt
had constituted a commithee
to lock into the pevision of
Packsge of Practices and re-
vinw the use of pesticldes.

The commlttes had sub-
mitted its reeomimendations
and withdrawal of the most
hazardous of The posticilis
was among the suggestions
fhad ¢amme

The State government had
parmed hmzardous peskicides
i Kasnrapod district a3 parct
pf a pilot programis ab-
noumesd by the Department
af Agriculture

Adang with pesticides, the
han My cover red cAlepory
Fupgicides alss

A sclentist Eamilinr with
the feld practives adopied by
Earmmers sabd the recent houts
of incriwsed pest attacks trig-
pereil by undessorsl mif had

furced farmers to use hu:ﬂtb
hagnrdons - pesticldes ke |
Carhofuran. |

While the mecommended
Ao far Carhofuran wis a kg |
per hectare of rice paddy, the
actnal uee was mmsch higher. |

For hanans, ibe recom- |
mended dase was 50 gm per
plant for Carbofuran though |
thi potual nse wasmesh highe
B

The approved quantity of
Fhorste an # bansna plact {5
75 g wihereas the actaal 6=
plrcatiom far excesded this

Farmers ®lso  somelines
takoe recouree to applying pes-
ticides that are oot recoms-
mended far o particilar ohop.
The ban ot ped category &nd
severe Testrictions oo nellow
cabegory ane expected 0
bring in revalatiomary chang:
ex in the way agriculture &
cemducied in the State, o sl
eptist hore sald

The mowe ks owelpamseane
saie] & senlor scipntist base
in morth Berala,

The scientist sald that ap
plicatiom af soeme of the me:
dungerous  pesticides o)
preared o he rampant. espt
chally in some plntatic
crupd
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nmﬂ'a@“ﬂ]fm@nnjﬂa Endosulfan: DYFI protests.

Thiruvananthapuram(Kerala),Nov.5: Demanding total ban
on endosulfan, DYFI plans to organise. It decided to

“Ijl_ﬁ]ﬂm,nﬂ]ﬂﬂ‘,ﬂﬂm_ organise protest march in each district capitals on 9*

, R November. “India’s stand in Stockholm convention is

Vet s 1 = unacceptable”, it observed. “effigies of priminister and

[nlﬁcﬂﬂ)(gm Gﬂl&] agricultureal minister will be burnd as part of protest”,

it they said.
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Ban Endodulfan: Sastra Sahithya Parisahth

Thiruvananthapuram(Kerala), Nov. 3: “Minister of State
for Agriculture KV Thomas’s remark on endosulfan is
baseless and central government’s stand in the issue is
unscientific”, said Kerala Sastra Sahithya Parisath
demanding total ban on endosulfan. “Endosulfan is
banned in number of countries including European
Union”, Parishath said.It urged Central government ot
ban endosulfan considering the interest of people in
India.

AUoa0laud @ROIWa)).

www.endosulfan.in Thanal
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Studies reveal toxicity

of endosulfan
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Endosulfan no need for fresh
studies: V M Sudheeran

Kazarkode(Kerala),Nov.7:

“Fresh research into

endosulfan issue is irrelevant”, opined congress leader
VM Sudheeran. He was inaugurating the convention to
protest the rights of endosulfan victims jointly organized
by Lawyers congress and various environmental and
cultural organizations. “Heath care should be ensured
to endosulfan victims. India should correct position it
kept in Stockholm convention. Here emerges a need
for pesticide use policy. The proposed pesticide
management bill should be openly discussed and
conscience should be made on it. All these should be

done irrespective of political interest”,

(Madyamam)
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he said.




il <
Permanent ban on

Endosulfan sought

Sta.ff Repcrrter

MULIYAR (KASARAGOD): The En-
dosulfan  Vietims' Rights
Convention held here has
urged the Union government
to enforce a complete ban on
the pesticide, Tt also asked the
authorities concerned to de-
clare a comprehensive reha-
bilitation and  financial
package to the families of En-
dosulfan victims,

India should review its
stand on Endosulfan at the
recently held sixth meeting of
Persistent Organic  Pollu-
tants’ Review Committee
(POPRC) of the Stockholm
Convention and enforce a
complete ban on the deadly
pesticide whose aerial spray-
ing in the cashew estates of
Plantation Corporation of
Kerala (PCK) in Kasaragod
district is suspected to have
caused undiagnosed diseases
among hundreds of people,
forcing them to lead a pro-
longed life of trauma and ago-
ny, the convention said.

Addressing the conven-
tion here on Saturday, senior
Congress leader V.M. Sud-
heeran said the administra-
tion had the responsibility to
ensure the best possible med-
ical care to the victims' family
members, “We cannot pre-
dict how far medicine can
give solace to the mysterious
and undiagnosed deformities.
But the victims should be en-
sured the best possible med-
ical care and the government
which allowed the use of the
now banned pesticide cannot
absolve itself of its responsib-
ilities from providing the re-
quired assistance to the
victims,” Mr. Sudheeran said.

www.endosulfan.in

The Rights Conventionina
memorandum to Prime Min-
ister  Manmohan  Singh
sought permanent ban on the
manufacture, sale and use of
Endosulfan in any form or in
any manner in the country.

The memorandum also
suggested constitution of a
Tribunal for identification of
the deceased and the surviv-
ing victims. The memorar
dum, copies of which were
forwarded to Chief Minister
V.5, Achuthanandan, Forest
Minister Benoy Viswom and
UPA  chairperson  Sonia
Gandhi, also sought prosecu-
tion of the officials of the PCK
and others, who were respon-
sible for violation of safety
rules prescribed for the aerial
spraying of Endosulfan.

‘Endosulfan
victim’ dead

Staff Reporter

KASARAGOD: A yvoung
woman afflicted with
mental and physical
retabrdation, suspected to
be a victim of Endosulfan,
died on Saturday. |
Kavitha, 19, resident of |
Pallathadkka near Perla |
in the district, died at the
Taluk Hospital, hospital
sources said.  Kavitha,
daughter of Venkappa
Mair, a farmer who died
three years ago due to
mysterious diseases, had
been suffering from
physical and mental
abnormalities.

Atalio 1 |
Rally against
Endosulfan

A Correspondent

KATTAPPANA: Environmental-
ists and cultural leaders, un-
der the auspices of the
Darsana Cultural Society, will
organise a publlc rally here on
November 10 in support of
the people’s agitation in Kas-
aragod demanding a total ban
on Endosulfan.

The rally will begin from
T.B. Junction at.5 p.m. and
conclude at the panchayat

" maidan.
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End use of Endosulfan: DYFI

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: DYFI
secretary T.V. Rajesh has
asked the government to put
an immediate end to use of
Endosulfan in the plantations
in Tdukki.

In a statement here on
Monday, Mr. Rajesh alleged
that Endosulfan -was being

nsed in the State under other
brand names even after the
State government banned it.
Available information sug-
gested that Endosulfan was
being brought into the State
by farmers from Kambam in
Tamil Nadu. — Special
Correspondent
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Rally against
Endosulfan

A Correspnnde_nt

KATTAPPANA: Environmental-
ists and cultural leaders, un-
der the auspices of the
Darsana Cultural Society, will
organise a public rally here on
November 10 in support of
the people’s agitation in Kas-
aragod demanding a total ban
on Endosulfan.

The rally will begin from
T.B. Junction at 5 p.m. and
conclude at the panchayat

" maidan.

Ban endosulfan: PT Thomas

New Delhi, Nov.10: P T Thomas, Congress M P from
Kerala, dema- nded complete ban on Endosulfan in
parlia- ment. Endosulfan created serious problems in
plantation sector in Kerala. It caused death for
hundreds of people and left thousands dis- abled. India
is the largest consumer of the pesticides in the world.
He asked the govern- ment to stop its production and
provide compensation and other helps for the victims.
(Mangalam)




Ban Endosulfan: &y

DN

Veerendrakumar

Special Correspondent

KOZHIKODE: Union Minister
for Agriculture Sharad Pawar
should visit the hamlets of
Kasaragod where people are
suffering due to the use of en-
dosulfan, Socialist Janata
(Democratic) State president
M.P. Veerendrakumar said
here on Wednesday.

The Minister should see
how wvictims of endosulfan
live and how a generation of
mothers have to help their
children, well into their twen-
ties, in primary bodily fune-
tions, he said in a letter to the
Union Minister,

There would be no point in
appointing more committees
to study the plight of people
there., The families of those
affected had decided not to
cooperate with any more
studies as none had so far

www.endosulfan.in

done them any good. They
would no more support the
parading of endosulfan as sci-
entific exhibits to clear the
bureancratic  doubts, Mr.
Veerendrakumar said.

The Ahmedabad-based Na-
tional Institute of Occupa-
tional Health had
recommended a ban on endo-
sulfan,

Its study had found the
pesticide to be the cause be-
hind various diseases preva-
lent in Kasaragod, he said.

The finding was rubbished
by the O.P. Dubey Committee
set up by the Central Insecti-
cide Board,

Mr. Dubey had recom-
mended aerial spraying of the
pesticide when he was the Di-
rector of the Central
Plantation Crops Research
Institute in Kasaragod, the
letter said,

@ ENDOSULFAN IS5UE

Wilio wre

Sudheeran writes
to Sharad Pawar

Expieds Mt Service
TPurarm, Mevenbar ¥

CONGREESS leader v B Sudhesran has re-
fquegtad Unkon Mindster for Agricaiture and
Co-oparatlon Sharad Pawar to withdraw C D
Mayes Committes apgainted to study fhe is-
gwes palated to the nee ol endaaullan in Kasay-

Sudheeran said that he was shocked tosee
thiat the Commyitter was being headed by Dr
¢ D Mayea, who had headed a similar com:
Enithes i 2004

“The previous Commlites Ak nol Ond any
link between endosulfan and the health is-
sues in Kasargnd, inspite of the innumerables
evidences to the contrary [ wish to paint out
that such & Commitiee headed hy the very
aame ofMiclal does not heve an bota ol credibil-
1% and b= & clear mockery of the sudfaring
people of Kasarpod ™ Bodhectsn said In his
Ietter to Fawar, The previmes C© D bMayes Com-
mitter was appointed to review the conclu-
sionsof Dr O F Dubey Commdthee, hoth Come
miltteas coneladed that there was no link
between ebdosulfan and bealll disorders

This was in lotal contradiction with the
reparts of medibcal beams appalnted to sady
the issae, imclsding the larpe seale spbdemio-
logical study condocted by the Mattomal In-
stitata of Occupational Health (WIOH), an
TCHIR Inetitute.

Sudhecran haa sald (hat 1t B iIndesd Ironl-
cal that the health reports of endosullan are

Sudhesran said that he war
shiocked to see that the
Committee was being
headed by Dr C D Mayes,
who had headed a similar
committee in 2004

haing judged by Committens hesded by agri-
cultural experts, The Or O F Dubey Committ:
e wae also highly sutiject toconfilet of dober:
eit as it had &3 (13 membera two of (e endo-
sulfan manufacturers and also It kad three
members giviog dissent notes.

The last C [ Mayes Commitbes simply ac-
cepted the tainted Commities report of Dr O
P Dabex The Dr C D Mayer Committie which
aryived &l Ha concluslons without éven visit-
ing the villages In Kasarged, bave slao besen
clearly rejected by the comimanity in Kasar-

“1 wish o reiterate that s far as the suf.
fering people of Kasargod 15 concerned, ap=
pointing omne more Comamiimes 1o study the
jssue is adding insall bo injary Added o that
is the Fact that the Compiltes Appolhbed as
the same persan with conflict of intecest
heading tt. I request you to desist from this
move, withdraw the committee and take steps
1o han andosllan,” Sadhaearsn sakl




Ban Endosulfan:
Veerendrakumar

Special Correspondent

HOZHIKODE: Union Minister
for Agriculture Sharad Pawar
should wisit the hamlets of
Kasaragod where people are
suffering due to the use of en-
dosulfan, Socialist Janata
{Democratic) State president
M.P. Veersndrakumar said
hers on Wednesday.

The Minister should see
how wvictims of endosunlfan
live and how a generation of
mothers have to help their
children, well into their twen-
ties, in primary bodily func-
tions, he said in a letter to the
TInion Minister,

There would be no paint in
appointing more committees
to study the plight of people
there, The families of those
affected had decided not to
cooperate with any more
studies as none had so far
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done them any good. They
would no more support the
parading of endosulfan as sci-
entific exhibits to clear the
bureancratic doubts, Mr.
Veerendrakumar said.

The Ahmedabad-based MNa-
tional Institute of Occupa-
tional Health had
recommended a ban on endo-
sulfan,

Its study had found the
pesticide to be the caunse be-
hind wvarious diseases preva-
lent in Kasaragod, he said.

The finding was rubbished
by the O.F. Dubey Committee
set up by the Central Insecti-

Mr. Dubey had recom-
mended aerial sprayving of the
pesticide when he was the Di-
rector  of the Central
Plantation Crops Research
Institute in Kasaragod, the
letter said,
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Court asks Centre Sudheeran writes
to file affidavit

On State's demand for Endosulfan ban |

Special Correspondent

KOCH: A Division Bench of the
Keraln High Court on Thiirs-
day directed the Central gov-
arnmant tn file an affdoit
explaining the steps taken on
the demand of the State gov-
ernment for & botal ben an the
win of Emdosulfan in the
country,

The Bemch comprising
Chief Justicoe J, Chalameewsr
and Justiee P.H. Ramachan-
drn Menom isswed the dinec-
tive when a writ petition by
T Asaf Ali, president, Tndian
Lawyers' Congress, seslting
o constitute @ special tribu-
nal for idemtifying Endosul-
fan victims in Kssaragod
district and awarding com-
pensstion fo them came up
for beearing,

The court alss directed
that the mamufsturersof En-
doeulfan be impleaded as a
respondent in the case.

State’s contention

In mn sffidovit, the State
gpovernment had said that the
use of Endosulfan had been
bamned ar ]'lh:lsi‘ﬂ mat From all
countries, including Brazil
and the U5 A review meeling
of the Stockhelm convention
heeld recently o Geneva cop-

1
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The gevernment sadd stod- I
ies b shown that Endosal-
fan was extremely foxic [n
nBature,

Froan “nelghhaurs”

Though the use of Emdo-
aulfsn wae hapmed in the
State by a Cemtral govern-
ment notification, there waia |
passibility of the pesticide ba-
Ing used in the State after it
was brought from Tamal Na-
du and Komataka where it
Tl nast been boanned

Thie povernmant was seri
cusly ennsidering various ap-
tians for compensating the
victims of Endeaubfan in the
State, As the matter imvnlved
policy decision, it had to be
taicen at the highest level af-
ter serious discussion, the af- |
Tickaswht gakd

Plea for tribunal

The petitioner sald the
Flantation Corporation  of
Kerals and the Sate govern- |
meent were not making any ef-
fiort to identify the victime or
their relatives and pay them
oompEnastion.

It was, therefore, esseniial
to comstitube s tribunal on the
limes of special trihumals for
Munmar land dispates afi]
victims af the pollution
ranearl he the Crea-Cila

to Manmohan

‘India must correct its position’

Special Cormespondent

THIRUVARARTHAPURAN:  Cop-
gress leader V.M. Sudheeran,
wiv s actively campaigning
for a han on Emdosulfan in the
State, has sought Prima Min-
tster Manmohan Singh's in
tervention to pet  India
correct its position at the
Stockhedm Cosventlon snd
sugport the meve far o global
than om the pesticide.

Mir. Sudbhesran wrabe Lo e
Prime Minlster on Thuredsy,
urging the Cemtral govern
manit i hian the manuEscture,
sale and wse of Endesulban,
bisicis anpouncing & special
package for the victims of the
peetheide im Kasaragod under
a joint programme of the
Cemtre and the State govern-
eme,

Mr. Sudheeran wanted the
government to include provi-
shans in the Pestickdes Man
apement  Bill 2008 to
pmipvwer State governmemnts
to han pesticides unsuitable
in their nespeclive ars,

He suggested the establish-
ment af o permanent tribusal
with the suthority to deckde
on claima of compensation
amd rehabilitation of victims

f pesticide comtamination

under the proposed BEL
wihich was now before Parlla-

Mr. Sudheeran expressed
his concera al reparls that
the Indiam delegation to the
Stockhodm Convention  had
tosed the pesticide induistrye
ligwe

Varicd views

He pointed out the diver-
gent perceptions of virious
Central  Ministries  which
viewed the impact of the: pes-
ticide from s agricolbare
viewpmint and not from that
af the health of the people.

He highighted the contra-
dictory position Ut the Agri-
culture Mindstry had fuken
overlooking  the resecarch
studies conducted by the Na-
tinmal Institbabe ol Decupation
Health & awthorised by the
Indiam Council of Bedical
Hesearch following a direc-
tivn from fhe Mational Hua-
man Rights Conymission.

With regard bo the Tt
cide Manigement BIL 5
Supilbweeran pabd the propose
legislation addressed the |
soe nfspurious pesticides,
pot the elimination ar ph
Ing out those pesticides Lh
Fused hiigh tmicity.

Since agriculture  wan
Sate subject, empewer
thve State government tore
late pesticide use was a m
ter of admindstrative logi:,
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Ban endosulfan:
Kozhikode (Kerala), Nov.14: All Kerala Qualified Health

Inspectors Association complete ban on endosulfan.

DYFI conducts awareness yatra

Thiruvanantapuram(Kerala),Nov.13: Rising the slogan
“Ban Endosulfan Save Life” DYFI plans to conduct
awareness yatra in Kasarkode district from 1t to 3
December. The yatra will began from Enmakaje
panchayath on 15t December and conclude at Kazarkode
on 3 December.

www.endosulfan.in f
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Cashew industry seeks Endosulfan ban

Entrepreneurs wary of the impact of the pesticide on export prospects

igmtius Pereira

KOLLAM: The Kollam-based
cashew processing industry
has sought a ban on Endo-
sulfan.

Cashew entrepreneurs said
the industry did not need raw
nuts from plantations that
use Endosulfan. The use of
such nuts would only serve to
harm the industry, especially
in the export markets.

They said the global pro-
duction of raw cashew tou-
ched 20 lakh tonnes. India
produces about 6 lakh tonnes
of - raw nuts. The country
processes more than 12 lakh
tonnes of raw cashew out of
which about 6.5 lakh tonnes
to 7 lakh tonnes were proc-
essed by the Kollam-based in-

Compared to this huge re-
gquirement, the nuts produced
from the plantations in India
that apply Endosulfan were a
negligible quantity which the
industry did not require. For
that matter, the industry was
averse to process nuts from
plantations that used not only
Endosulfan but also any other
chemical pesticide. The in-
dustry sought to ban the use
of Endosulfan and other
chemical pesticides not only
from plantations close to hu-
man habitations like Kasara-
god but also in plantations
that were far away from hu-
man dwellings, they said.

Organic products

At a time when the global
markets were insisting on or- |

through the use of toxic
chemical pesticides would
only serve to harm exports
from here, they said. In fact,
the major quantity of the raw
nut requirement for Kollam
was met through imports,
mainly from African coun-
tries.

Certification
When it came to export, a

pesticide-free certificate had

to accompany the consign-
ment. The industry had to
even certify that at no stage of
the processing had bleaching
powder mixed water been
used.

The developed importing
countries had the chemical
analysis system to detect any
chemical presence beyond

chemieals beyvond prescribed
levels, they were simply re-
jected and that meant huge
loss for the industry, they
said.

When this was the cutlook
of the industry, there was ab-
solutely no need for cashew
plantations to use Endospl-
fan. The use of this pesticide
may serve to inerease produc-
tion for farmers but at the
cost of human health.

So if cashew plantations
were using such  pesticides,
the clear message from the
processing industry was that
“if all that is for the cashew
industry, it should be stopped
for the industry cannot gam-
ble with such a raw material,”
industrialists said.

dustries and the bulk of these

were imported,

processing  nuts
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ganic agro-based products,
. grown

See also Page 4

tolerance level. If any con- «
signment was found to have

Ban endosulfan: Muslim League

Kozhikode (Kerala), Nov.14: Indian Union Muslim League
urged central and state government for complete ban on
endosulfan. “There is no need for fresh studies”, observed
party’s state working committee. The meeting was
inaugurated by E Ahamed, Union Minister of State of External
Affairs. (Malayalamanorama)
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End use of Endosulfan: DYF1

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: DYFI
secretary T.V. Rajesh has
asked the government to put
an immediate end to use of
Endosulfan in the plantations
in Idukki.

In a statement here on
Monday, Mr. Rajesh alleged
that Endosulfan -was being

used in the State under other
brand names even after the
State government banned it.
Available information sug-
gested that Endosulfan was
being brought into the State
by farmers from Kambam in
Tamil Nadu. Special
Correspondent
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Ban endosulfan: IMA

Kozhikode (Kerala), Nov.14: Indian Medical Association
demanded complete ban on endosulfan. A study
conducted by IMA a few years before had recommended
government to ban the pesticide.
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Ravi promises
to brief PM on
endosulfan
issue

Kochi : Union Minister for Overseas
Indian Affairs Vayalar Ravi too
joined the endosulfan controversy
on Sunday stating that he would
brief the Prime Minister about the
people’s concern on the issue. Ravi
opined that the ban on endosulfan
should continue. Ravi told report-
ers hereon Sunday that since study-
ing the outcome of endosulfan
would take some more time, there
is no need to remove the existing
ban on the pesticide. He said that
Union Minister K V Thomas might
have opined about it without know-
ing much about the issue. “If endo-
sulfan is being brought to the state
from other states, the state govern-
ment should take strict action to

stop it."”

Meanwhile, senior Congress leader

A C Jose sald it is not an ingquiry but

a complete ban is needed on the
VOICE OF PROTEST: Sukumar Azhikode endosulfan issue. Jose said that he
administering the anti-endosulfan pledge at a does not agree with what Union
gathering of Gandhians organised by Sarvodaya Minister K V Thomas said regard-
Mandalam at Gandhi Bhavan in Kochi on Sunday ing this issue «eus

[ Dossier on Ban Endosulfan- March 2011 |
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KPCC asked central government
to appoint a single committee.
It also asked the government not
to appoint CD Mayi as the
president of the committe. Kerala
is unanimous on endosulfan
issue it emphaised.

Ban on Endosulfan will
continnue:IRB

Kozhikode (Kerala), Nov.16:
Industrial Relation Board Meeting
says ban on endosulfan should
continue.

Ban Endosulfan: CPI

Thiruvananthapuram(Kerala), Nov.16: CPI state
council urged central government for complete
ban on endosulfan. “Endosulfan, which is listed
in hazardous pesticide list, has been banned in
many of the countries. India is the only country
opposing the ban. The government should correct

its stand immediately”,

CPI observed.

(Mathrubhumi)

www.endosulfan.in
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Protestors demanding a ban on endosylfan taking out a march to the AG’s-aHica- in Thiruvananthapuram on

Tuesday

(1

VARIOUS organisa-
tions which took out a
march to the AG"s Of-
fice on Tuesday under
the banner of Endosulfan Virud-
ha Samithi demanded a blanket
ban on endosulfan and the prop-
er rehabilitation of its victims.
CPI district secretary P Ra-
machandran Nair flagged off

organisations asked the Govern-
ment to ban the pesticide instead
of embarking upon further stud-
les. Plachimada Solidarity Com-
mittee convener B Ajayan, poats
P K Gopi and Kariyvavattom Si-
vakantan Nair, Kerala Swatan-
tra Matsva Thozhilali Federa-
tion president T Peter, AIYF
district secretary Kaladi Jay-

Ban endosulfan’

trict convener Amala John were
among those present. Activists
representing PUCL, SUCI and
Thanal also participated in the
march. Film shows and photo

- exhibitions on endosulfan will

be held at the Gandhi Park in the
coming days.

Express Mews Service

brivandrum Eeapressborz.oom

the march from VJT Hall. The achandran and Sthree Vedi dis-
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AISF for anti endosulfan
campaign

Thiruvananthapuram(Kerala),Nov.16:
AISF will plan anti endosulfan
campaign with mass student
participation. Various programmes
are planned at campuses. One lakh
letters will be sent to the Prime
Minister.

[ Dossier on Ban Endosulfan- March 2011 |
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Campaign against
Endosulfan begins

Bpecial Correspondent

TEEUVAMANTHAPURRM: Con-
gress leader WM. Sedhseran
has umged the Union Agrical-
fure Minlstry to reconsider
s stand-on Endosulfan amd
emdorse o bam om  the
pesticide. )

Insugurating & discussion
here om Tuesday to form a
public front agninst the use of
Endasulfan, he sabd the msove
by the Minisiry to set up a
new committe: to study the
impact of the pesticide of
puahlic bealth and the emvi-
ronment was frrelevant.

The Minkstry's argament
[k there wis mo evidenos o
link Endosalfan with the
deaths and bealth disorders
faced by the people exposed
to the peaticlde bad led to a
putlsllc cutrage, be said.

Several stadies, including

thie cne conducted by the M=

tionad Institute of Cocups
tiomal Health, had linked the
ugs of Endosulfan to phys=ical
deformities and genetic dis-
arders. The maove b 0 up
muore commitiees b stody the
imsue would onby serve to de-
fer & decision on banming the
pesticide, he sad.

MrSudhesran called om
the Cenfral goswromsent to
endorse a glohal ham on En-
domalfan at the oeol revhew
committes mestirg of he
Stockholm  Cosventlon on
Peraigtgnt  Ovganic  Polle-
tamts, scheduled for April
2011,

He eadd the Indian delega-
tinm's stand against the pro-

ban at the |last

conference of the parties to
the Sioekhiolm Convention
had triggersd widespresd
protests throughout Kerala
and other parts of the coun-
Iy,

Pointing put that 73 coun-
Jfries had already banned the
pealicide, M Sadheeran
flayved the move to institate
fresh studics oo its impacl

He urged Chiel Mislster
V3. Achuibsnandan o bead
ain all-party delegation to Del-
i b put pressiire oa te Con-
tre to carrect 118 position at
the Stockholm Convention.
Hi pought a oatioewide ban
on the pesticide and a crack-
dicwn on it dlegal use,

MrSodhesran  called on
k% povernment to anmouse

www.endosulfan.in

a special packsge snd set upa
tribuisl to emsure fair com-
penmsation for the wictims of
Endnsulfan and their rehabdl-
itation. He also highlighted
the nead for prowisions in the
Pestloides Manogement Bill
tn cmpower Stabe govern-
ments to bam pesticldes

Latin Archiblshop b Sasai-
pakiam termed the govern-
ment nerve to st Up a pew
committes ko sfady the im-
pact of Endosulfan on its vic-
tims as a bid to redn in public
autrage, "

He awdd it was shameful
that the Indian delegation to
the Sinckholm Conwvertion
had failed 10 erdorse the
msve for a gloha] bam 0a En-
dosulfan. He said it was alsa
Impartant to promote onga-
mic pesticides as a substituie
far their chemical versioms.

The Archbishop later inou-
guarated a signature campaign
agrinst Endosalfan.

Poet and sctivisl B.Sugath-
abumari  adminditered a
pledge to the gathering to
work against Endosulfan.

The former MPe FVis-
wambsharan, Thalekoannil
Baabwer and Pannian Ravin
dran, Palayam Imam Jame
lsddin  Mamicads, workin
chalrman of the Gandhi Sma-
raka Midhi DM Esdhakrigh-
maT ard eeemiary
Prof.V. Ramadas also spoke.

Thi: puhlic gathering was
nrganised as part of the Antl-
Endasullfan Campaign
Imumechied by the Mational Sar-
wice Scheme (MSE), Universi-
ty of Kerala and the Eerala
Sarvodaya Mandslam.

The campaign inclodes two
pleoto exchibitions on Nowemm-
her 18 amd 22. Om Decembar 1,
Gandhian argemisations will
take puat & journey from Thi-
ravananthapuram to Kesara-
god i wisit the Endosalfan
victime Om Decensher 8, a
protest march will be taken
ot ta the Hindustan Insect]-
cides Factory (HIL) at Eloor
Ernalmilam, which manufac
tares Emdosulfan.
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AKAD plans parliament march

Thiruvananthapuram(Kerala), Nov.13: Demanding
complete ban on endosulfan, the All Kerala Association
of Duff will hold a parliament march on 13t December.
A mass petition will be submitted to the President of
India on the occasion. (Madyamam)
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Row goes on, pesticide production too

HIL Is the only public sector
Endosulfan producer In the country

K.P.M. Basheer

NOCHE: Even 4 a debwte on En-
dogalfan rapges scpnss the
State and demands for a ban
on its mamufsctiare, sale and
e mnodand, & mid-size Central
government-owned  feetory
close: to the Periyar river con-
tinaes to quistly prodoce the
controvensial peglicde,

Himduastan — Insécticides
Linvited (HIL} at [ldyoga
mandal, zear here, is the anly
puhlic sector factory that pro-
disees  Endosalfsn (n  the
goumiry, It produces about
1,500 tonnes of Endoswulfan
[bechmical) & year and 1900
kilalitres of liguid Endosal-
fan umder the beand name
‘Hikdan" The factory, which
has 300-odd employees, has
sarvived pressires frodm snvi-
ronmental onfanizatbons o
et diwm,

[mndia largest prodocer

HIL Udhyogamands wag
e up back in 19567 o naenu
fectare DDT for use in the
battle sgainst malaris Later.
in 1980, o plant to manalac-
tare Endesulfan was budlt,

Tha factory sits chase to the |

Kuzhikandam creek, ooe of
the most chembcally confai-
inated water bodies in Kerala,
which ie linked to the Periyar,

LW MY

Endosalfan |8 conaldered
one of the most toxic pesti-
eldes in the world and hence
fts use im agriculture s
benned in several cOUNTTIES,
The Environmental Protec
tion Agency of the 1.5, is now
im the process of totally ban-

ing its use in thal couniey,
India b3 said to be the largest
prosducer snd wser of Endo-
sulfan in the world, with HIL
Udhyogamandal asd twi pri-
vale peclor companies locat-
gd In Gajerat  produocing
ronghiy 4,500 tannes o year.
India had recently opposed &
Bockholm Comvention pro-
padal (o put Endesulfan on

thae list of hanned chenyicals,
Since  Endosulfan  pro-
duced it Udhyogamandal i
not sold In Kerala, it is ar-
It doss not pose a direct

riak in the State, "We
heven't marketed Endosulfan
in Kerala in the pat four or
five vears,” KK, Dhar, general
manager-in-charge of HIL
Udyogamandal, todd The Hina-
i The products are moetly
gold  oatshde Herala  snd
abrond, However, in terms af
revenee, Endosulfan expoiis
hring i ooly aboat Halo
erare of Rall crore a year, he

LHLLH

‘Wo adverse effects’

MiE. Dihar clabms that Endo
sullan has not caused any ad
werse effects on the HIL
emplovess or the people liv-

ing |n the nelghbparhood.
& rry out medical check-
r our employess every
bt no adverse health
t lvaa been moticed so
far® Ha waonders why Endo-
wulfar is soch a big problem in
Kersla

Esvironmentallsts  allege
bt the efffuents let out by
HIL have contaminated the
Periyar.

®This is ane company that
has coniribited to the chem
il coptamination of the Pe-
riyur,”  alleges  Punsshan
Eloor, ressarch coordinstor
for the Perigar Malineekara
na Virudha Samiti amd cam-
palgner agmimst the POPs
[persistent  organic  polu-
tamts). World ower, Endosul-

up

fam iz consldered m highly

toxie pesticide with enor-

mthdl;ﬁ“; study, says BJP leader

VADODARA: Rajendrasinh
Rana, larmer pregidant of
the BIF Gujarat anit, hes
writiem a letter io Prime
Mlinzster Manmohan Singh
demanding the withd rawal
of a stady on Endosulian
conducted by the
Abmedabad-based Kational
Instttube of Decupalionl
Health {KIOH). Thinssands
o workers engaged i
manufacturing units of
Endosalfan im the counley

had taken ot o rally in
Bhavmagar oo Morday and
swhmitted & memarandum,
that amgght kmmnediate
withdraws] of the MIOH
report, to the District
Collector.

“The KIOH report is
fawed. I'm kn complate
agresment with what the
wirkers have to sy on this.
In fact, T have alvesdy mada
repiresemtation to the Prime
Mindeterand Uniom

Ministers of Health and
Esvirenmient demanding
immediate withdrarwal of
the report,” the BIF leader
s,

The NIOH stady titled
*Ruopart of the imvestigation
of umusual illness’ allegedly
coussd by the Endeaulfan
expasire in Padee village in
Kasaragnd district had
raised questions on the
health haeards fram the
usage of the pestbcide., -
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muos healih risks,

Mr, Purughan smys the
Kazhikandam creek used io
contain high doses of Endo-
sulfan because of the ef-
fleenis let owt in the past
from the HIL. The Eerala
Stute  Pollotiom  Coninol
Board (PCE) had in October
200065 asked HIL to shut down
withkim 48 hiars following the
detection very hl.gh levale al
Endosulfan.

The shuidown order was
later revoked following HIL's
promise o fmprove its el
fluents treatment practioes
and installatios ol new traat
ment Eecilities. Company off
chals any HIL had taken o k
af sleps to improve its &
floenis treatmest investin
crores of ripees

Huowwever, in the past, the
PUH had issmed several shiovwr-
cause notices ko the factory
far the leak of hazsrdous
wastes into the water bodies
As recent ns last week, the
PUEs envirnamental mani-
fory centre st Eloor slapped it
with o shuw-casse motice fiod
howing the discobouration af
the water hody nearhy.

PCE's chief enviranmants
engineer M5, Myihill tobd
The Himnde I_hﬂt‘l‘;"u::ithpﬁ Enk-
en by HIL for protecting the
environment from hasand oas
wastes are nod Fully satiefac-
ko

“The compamy has not
stond up to its zero-effuent-
discharge promise,” shi aays.

Ban endosulfan: Opposition leader and KPCC President

write to PM

Thiruvananthapuram(Kerala),Nov.22: Demanding ban on endosulfan
Oomen Chandi,opposition leader in Kerala assembly and Ramesh
Chennithala, KPCC President,sent letter to the Prime Mminister. “4000
people have died. Nearly 1000 people are physically disabled and
nearly 9000 people are affected by endosulfan spraying in Kazarkode”,

the letter briefs.
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Divergent views on fresh Endosulfan studies

Minister has proposed a study
by an inter-disciplinary team
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THRUNRMAMTHU= S The
porerment of Kerals fe fak-
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I Erclaou Him on humas pog-
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ier of Siwie far Envissreneat
andd Foomils Jiiram. Rarnesk
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[

The Uplon Menister has

prepused o sledy by an boter
declpll oy s [ d ifeceni
jertn of the countey ap the
effects of Enduilan, befer:
the Menisiry scis on e de-
sl far & Rl Bak &0
ihe praticide. [To Gad sappei-
ol Ehal Eimaba gl poen

nglE B mEmbEr ths

craerekies o phdy B il
skeii Forest Minister Beny
Viratm ok op B mea
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Then he ankseguentiyaraie s
ottor b Mr. Hamesh sapmj
kel whed was reeidod wes o
staakei han on Eadoeodfan in
e gty wead Pl comin-
ippsand atudbee lath Men-
tur P. B Sreoeial by b alss
wbesd shmd |ar opinled
The Sata gorarmmmest

pbesdy  commissoned @
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e State Coaredl for Scienes,
Tedhinoligzy aed  Erviroa-
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Anti-endosulfan activists stage tast

o: Thia DY F activists bhacking the
lanal highway in Kasargod as par
its whee| jam agilation demanding
counbry-wide bam on endosulfan

Express Hows Serdce
Kasargod, Mevembar 22

ANTLENDOEULFAN activists oh-
sarved a fast near the mafussil bus
stand here ob Monday to deaw the
attention of the Undon Government
for a country-wide ban on endosul-
fam, While the LDF and the BJFP

wheiher the reasles of ks
ponticade bn stall prosent b The
erriranenenl and fis impast
Theos ame forces worki g
aguingl sudies eiablshing
By diees camms-sllect rea-
Ermship i Thal avild B
ahsvat lHabrfiry claima dmm
Ean rclima. Docloes da @l
ca Tty That The deathis seoc-
st with  mismatosally
karwr svtegiaras =f Endo
sailan palaming s srsed

Move for panel meets with

CH Marwyaran Kuisy
ok s The: 1o

PEvEmman® s meve |
ettt ancther bean ol
ENpETS 18- s the ]
of Endreullanpr
Ivarian popralat 5 T
wrikly pitHl reai witha
hask el lecal wzetedes.
Irsclusctimp thes Al -

LT

| Endcwellan Campagn

Commiities anad the

S brbrity oaka Mawe szl
imerting tht they woulkd
ned wlsw aacthar sy 1o
b credertaien lise b vears
ot the e of the peatics
was harned |n ke cashie®
eginies of ariathan
Carpamton of Keml
{PCKI.

A a rrarch hald hare
recently deidinEin g Lhe
CEnirs s an prdingtha
Ban, the prolestets
aresquivecaly sigied that

staped separate fast, the DVF] con-
ducted A whesl jam agitation hlock
ing velleulsr traffic on the nation-
al highway in several places af the
district, The anti-endosulfan action
commlites also ataged a [AsE near
the mofussil bas

P Karunkaran P mn.ugur.atnd
the fast nrvdertaken by the pepresan-

www.endosulfan.in

Iy Wha pethchihe B the wic-
e Arad it diffcul o prefar
compealion cheis IMFJ‘l
aerial sproei ng of Eadrmol
in Kxearsgred wellags were
Rk ke n disregarding sev-
wral nerme ard withost sde-
il e ool Lhifs.

Mayer pane|

Thie Cammliiess sgednk-
d by tha Usnirsl o rarsedsl
d0 [aF have miimizined thai
e clear lmk could be astiab-
Eaked Beiwien Ersdesalia
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Harwwiet, all ENPEr g0
mities of the Stalz pzwsm-
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in 200 thet droumsanoe
aral Fedirgs of oekar robeeacl
wliles of vaifous ageEnckss
prmied 0 @ cameal o betam-
ship. “Sirce the cotnillie:
coih] mod Bnd £ani any oEhar

pe=sticide wus banmed In
Esrala, anid M. X arsyarmn

Torred iy~ iz s
wnsh”™ fhe previons dudy by
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sl ral sebeniet O P
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P. Daabey and hadd failsd de
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thrt prired 1os lisk eteeee
Endisillan and te beakk
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It 11 s
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Huakh (N I0H, which sakdy
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sprayingaf Endssilan In
shr cachera przma of the
FCE i L punchapane of the
district,” Mr, Rabrran sl
Acrordis g otk L
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tatives of the people [nclading
MLAs and district panchayath
members.

Tl LOF leaders book ot a ders-
anstration near the Chandragiri
jancticn and marched to the venae
of the mofusall bus stand. MLAS -
Palliprom Ealan, C H Kunhamba
and K Eonhiraman, district

wrnd il el 1R s s
e L1 panchayai limit
wkare the pestickle was
cxteREvely el o POE
el

Hiraewes. Bavilles ol andy
1IF®iciime, whe seocambed
4z thmemes, | rod pfing
aliparral groesiby mental
and physical retandstivn.
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Fia SOUCHMS O BaaThon

i kags af the Siale

LVErRITEil] L8 PRy
affected persoais Aawe ran
Teumd phecw in thee lst 2l
Ersdewibin victin dis in
laxity =n 1he port of
[T

Thes Satidarity Fouik
Mavamant will ks suta
march o Parllameent in New
Micdhion Noverebsis T2 i
skl ch the kol the
Ered vael fan victime will Eados
part.

slate

the pro-Endowi s ol
e

Ceneral svrmdon

Theee I8 & genarl avenan
wivong e afedied popols
Hon In Kasraged @i in
v aliidies ae slisdich allEr
siud i have chosen o be s
hivalent on the came-sifect
rebatuiaship. They have sl
hi i then na sigeifcant
mubid’ o esfpefuation. Pali
tklars tend inachn theirsan-
timank. Howsver. i b6 15 e
Rdex] Thal piaslies s Tar wos
ity coafned S Fadiee vil-
b ol Esmaraged slisirict
Thers are svwral aiber wres
ok whddiad ke peres of B
e, Fukdcl amdl Faluickad
Sistricts of Karaln sid some
ariad af Tomil Nedi flos 1o
Palakod disiiici, Idukdas len
plantations sere anang The
earty uswrs af EndesuEsn
Theregh thee % plasiation:
[ e e
wx, tw cardaman plasls-
Ln.nl-l.l'lh. flhlil.l.lvrlhlrﬂl

i m hom,
pestuide from Tirlll

cas b bareed in the
SFRnATY ravw iarl on B ha-
ua of the precaptionary grin-
gk The princigh: opaekl
by the Scpruma Coort
cicie Hled v vhe Vedlon:
pera Wellam Farum,
down el Lk of scimiifs
pertalngy shaekd et be wmad
u 3 remwon fob puo s g
T Pl 0 T 1 E R e -
memial degradsbon whene
there are threais urqr.n,,
and i

panchayat president P P Shyamala
Dievi, CPI leaders E Chandrasekna-

. ramand T Krishnan cipated in
the fast along with the members of
the district paschayat.

BJF senior leader O Rajagopal
Inaugurated the party’s tast held
near the mofisail bus stand. BJP
resident V Muraleedharan
pragided over the function. BJF
leaders P Erishng Das, Srealanth

amd Sanjeewva Shetty addressed the

FameElom.

Leela Kumartamma Inanguraied

the fast by the anti-endosulfan ac-

thon commilttes, Marayanan Periya
owes e Numetion.
Vehicular traffic came to 8 stand-
gtill as thie DYF] resorbed wheel jam
agltation (chakra sthambanam) in
several parts of the dbstricl.
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Dharna demands ban on endosulfan

Palakkad(Kerala), Nov.14: Demand for
complete ban on endosulfan has been
emerged from the dharna organized by
Solidarity Youth Movement in front of head
post office, Palakkad. Inaugurating the
dharna, environmental activist C R
. ol gl .ﬁmmmwa ey mqun Neelakandan opined that public conscensces
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Ban endosulfan: Construction
Workers Union

Palakkad(Kerala), Nov.25: Demanding complete
ban on endosulfan, Construction Workers Union
held a march to head post office in Palakkad.
CPI district secretary Vijayan Kunissery
inaugurated the march. (Mathrubhumi)

[ Dossier on Ban Endosulfan- March 2011 |




Schoolchildren seek ;;%b"‘
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ban on Endosulfan #~

Special Correspondent

THIRUVAHANTHAPURAM: The
State-wide campaign against
the pesticide Endosulfan has
received a shot in the arm
with over 3,000 students of
the Holy Angels Convent
Higher Secondary School
here pledging their support.
Members of the National
Green Corps (NGC) Eeo Club
in the school shot off e-mails
to the Prime Minister and the
Union Minister for Environ-
ment and Forests, urging the
Centre to declare a ban on

www.endosulfan.in

Endosulfan. The students
presented a memorandum to
Chief Minister V.5. Achutha-
nandan, Minister for Water
Resources N.K. Premachan-
dran and Forest Minister Be-
noy Viswom. They also met
Leader of the Opposition
Oommen Chandy and handed
over a memorandum, signed
by 3,000 students, to be for-
warded to the Prime Minis-
ter. Eco club coordinator 5.
Sreelatha and students Arya,
Aamina, Yadmin, Jisna, Gow-
rikalyani, Ashna, R.Athira
and Libia were present,

Qe \ifo 1 U
Churches

join call for
Endosulfan ban

Staff Reporter

KOTTAYAM: The Kerala Coun-
cil of Churches has called for
a ban on Endosulfan, includ-
ing its production.

In a statement here on Sat-
urday, council president Ga-
hriel Mar Gregorios said that
studies and commissions had
-onfirmed the grave threat
posed by the pesticide on hu-
man lives,

“Nearly 70 countries have
recognised the dangerous
side-effects and have banned
the pesticide. The Centre
should not hesitate to adopt
such a similar policy,” Mar
(Gregorios said.

The entire issue surround-
ing Endosulfan revealed the
negative face of market
competition, Mar Gregorios
said.

Market policies

A review of market policies
should be conducted along
with a complete ban onMar
Gregorios said the pesticide,
Mar Gregorios said.

The decision to call for
ban was taken at a spe
meeting of the council.
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Sugathakumari for Jmnt fight
against hamful pestludes

I¥ THE COMPAMY OF THE YOUMG: Sugothokumart, poel, fnferacts with sehoolehffdren of o finctton hosted
By the Antf-Endosalfon Camapigh Cormmifter in Koraregod on Teesday,

Staff Reporter

HASARAEOD: Acclaimed litter-
aleur and envirommesialis
Sugathakamasi, In a passion-
ate appeal, has called for an
Entemsified joint agitation to
force the authorities o lake
mngitle action apainst the
ase of deadly pesticides like
Endosulfzn to free yoanger
geperation Inom the scounge
of #wrious health hazsrde
Despite having stringent
rules and regulsiions, the
sucessilve governments and
their  Agricalture  Depant
ments  recommendsd  pro-
langed wuse of hazardous
pesticldes lending to destrec-
tinn of netare amd its rich bine

diversity, the poet said,
insagurating the meeting of
environmentalists  in the
bachdrop of serious heslth
hezamrds cansed to hundreds
of people in the district,

Bl

“We shomld blame our-
sehees for leading to sach a
dizmal situation and which is
asbmme fior the Stabe. Mow bet
thie wobee of Kerals reseh the
entire country by forcing a
ban on the use of hazardous
pesticldes such 46 Emdosul-
fan." she smid

Stressing the need for dis
bursing adequale compenss-
thon to the victims of the
pesticide  spraving im  the

cashew estates of the Plants-
tol Corporsbon B the dis-
trict, she said any amoant af
maney would mot help to mit-
igate the enffering of the vie-
timas were destined 1o
bear the brant right from
birth to death, she ssid.

Against greed

“*Today, we are not in a po-
sithan o have safe driniing
waler, vegetables snd ather
food items. Why such a sit
uation sheuld be allowed o
comtimue,” She askid, atress-
ineg the need for an intensified
campaign against the greed of
certnin vested interests at the
cnat of Tuamsan life.

“It is better o commit

murder than allowing people
to have gow and sfonBEiag
denth,” she said at the func
tiom hasted by the Anti-Endeo-
sulfan Camaplgn Commltbes
here, Ssveral environmental
ists spoke about the hazard-

ous  impacts of  chemical
fertillzers an the oocagion
Juote

Bemling out a quobe thal
*peaticides donot know when
to stop killing.” Sugathako-
i suaght the couperstion
af bocal body membsers n ghe-
irg imdividusl attention o
each panchayat from where
they ot elected by baking up
the casse ol the affected fam-
ilies.
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Club demands ban on endosulfan

Palakkad(Kerala),Dec.2: Friends club based
at Kannadi in Palakkad district demands
complete ban on endosulfan.
(Mathrubhumi)

i

[ Dossier on Ban Endosulfan- March 2011 |




THE HIMNPD » SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2010

Sonia takes note of Sudheeran’s letter

Refers letter seeking ban on Endosulfan to Union Ministries

Special Correspondent

THIRITANANTHAPDRAM:  Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhi
has referrsd a letter from
Congress lader V.M Sud-
heeran seeking natbonal ban
on  Endosualfan  apd  meliel
package for those affected by
the pesticide in the State to
the Union Mindstries of Agri-
culture, Enviromment asd
Forests and Health,

A meply recelved by M.
Sndheeran from Ms. Gandhd
gabdl thad the letier was being
sant to the minkairies for im-
mediate scrutimy and sction,
Bir. Sndbesran had demand-
gl that the Centre and the
State govermments aimlly
implemant & peckage for re-
lief amd rehabilitation snd
paymeent of compensation to
those affecked by the pesti-
cide in Kasaragod district.

He had also urged that In-
din change its stamd on glohal
ban of Endosulfan at the

* The letter seeks relief for those affected

* DYFI net o allow asy stisdy beam in Kasaragod

Stockholm Convention  and
sigpport the ban. The Smate
governments should be em-

powered to ban pesticldes
that are not suitable for wse
Pravision for this should be
incorporated imto the Pesti-
cide Mapsgement Bill, now
before the Parliamesl Be-
sides, the Bill should provde
for a permanent tribunal to
decide an compensation, re-
habikitstion amd other reliel
mirsuTes for persons harmead
by pesticides including Endo-
sulfan, he had demanded.
S8all Reporter wiites from
Kmsaragod: The Democratic
Yoath Federstiom of Indla
(DYFL) hos said that it will
not allow any study team in
the Emdosulfan-affected ar-
#as in the district, saylng that
studies will onldy serve the is-

teregts  of
COMpanics,

The DYFI will not allow
any Ceglral team in the af-
fected localities, as the scl
saniples nead not necessarily
conimin the presence of pesti-
cide residues nine years after
its aerial spraying was banned
amd hemee, the study will andy
help to frame & repaort favour-
able to the compamies, F.
Sreeramakrishnan, president
of the federation, aaid here an
Satarday,

He was inamgurating a Y=
Fl-sponsared “Livelthood ya-
ftra” seeking o comprehensive
pacliage and bebter medical
traatreent for the victims,

The DYFIs assertion
pames when the Centre has
appainted a new commission
headed by O Mayes, seniar

pealicide
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AMRITANANDAMAYI MA 1 1
OFFERS TO REHABILITATE
ENDOSULFAN VICTIMS

Express News Service
T'Puram, Decamber 9

THE Mata Amritanandamayi Math has
offered help for the rehabilitation of the
endosulfan victims of Kasargod.

Announcing this at a press conference
here on Thursday, Swami Amritaswa-
roopananda, vice-chairman of the math,
said that the math was ready to construct
houses for the endosulfan victims if the
povernment provided adeguate land for
the purpose.

The math was also willing to construct
relief centres for the vietims.

The math had also decided to provide a
monthly pension to the victims. The
amount of pension would be decided later,
Amritaswarocopananda said.

“Whatis of concern is whether it is safe
to rehabilitate the victims in the very
same place where they have been struck

agricultare scientist, whosse
earlier study denied the sog-
gastion that prodomged aerial
spraying of thi pesticlde on
cashew estabes had coused se-
riois health hazards in the af-
fected  localities im0
panchayat limits of the
district.

DYF1 State Secretary T.V.
Rafeal, whe i leading the
two-day yuirs in the mest-af-
fected localities, sought &
comprebiensive package amd
belter medical care, ing
that the digmal health and fi-
nancial corditions of the vies
tims" famili=s umdersconsd
Lhi naed.

The DYF1 would compile
dats om fresh wietime, whose
names were mat an the goe
ernment List, and submit a re
port to the Chief Minister.

Sebastian Paul, former MF,
will read cut & rights dechirs-
tion af the victims as the vatra
concludes at Cherkala, near
bere, on Sunday evening.

by the tragedy,” he said.

The after-effects of the use of endosul-
fan still persist in the 11 panchayvats of the
district.

“Hence the math requests the govern-
ment to provide land other than the af-
fected areas since this will be more safe
for the people. For this the math is willing
to hold a discussion with the government,”
he said.

However, he said that if the government
was not willing to provide land, the math
would have to think of an alternative.

The math was also planning to set up
permanent medical centres under the Am-
rita Medical Institute in the worst-hit ar-
eas of Kasargod affected by the endosulfan
menace.

“If needed, the research wing of the
institute will carry out a fresh study into
the after-effects of the endosulfan use in
the state,” he said.

www.endosulfan.in f
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Sudheeran flags farm seminar

Complaints to Sharad Pawar that Endosulfan manufacturers had sponsored it

Spacial Carrespondent

THIRIFFAMANTHAPURAM:  Con-
gress beader WM. Sudhearan
hag lashed out at the Union
Agriculture Mindstry for ars
Fanising o seminarcn agrical-
ture development sponsored
by pesticide manufactaring
COmpaias that are mapar
producers of Endosulfan

In a letter o Union Agri-
culture Minister Skarad Fa-
war, Br. Sudhesran took
meeaption to the Agriculture
Ministry organising a semi-
nar that was used &8 a venue
far promaoting Endosulfan at
f tinwe when thers was a glob
al consensus on the need to
ban the pesticide
Uold irnny

“The irony of it all is that
when at least 1000 people
bave besn killed by thie
chembcal amd mare  than
RO00 people seriously im-
pacted in the villages of Kas-
aragod, the pesticide industry
s msed the good offiens of
the Mindefry to unleash o
propaganda to show that En-
dosulfan & a safe chemical.
How else should one imter-

pret the impunity with which
mome other than De. Dharl,
Vice-president of the Endo-
el fen company Exfeel, hie giv-
an the task of fecilitating the
discussion an  “Pesticides-
truth and falee and reme-
digs"

Insulting statements

He said be was able bo gatl-
er [rom medis mporte that
D, Dbvurd hisd vsed the venoe
not anly to showcase Endo-
sulfam a5 a harmless chem-
jeal, but alsa o make
imsulting stwternents shout

V.M, Sudheeran soys
Endosulfan was
sghoweased as harmless,

the social and political sctiv-
ists of Kerals, who were wig-
ing & struggle to get the
pesticide hanned io the larger

Interaets of haman and envi-
ronmental safety.

“It ix also shocking to gee
Eheat this meetisg was | Bsau-
rated by the Hon'ble Fresi-
dent of India Smt. Fratibha
Patil” he said.

“It is painfal that the
Honhle Presklent was pre-
sumably misled to lnsugurat
ing n seminar that ended up
as o cheap propaganda plat-
form  for Endoeulfan
manufactarers”

Brand ambassador
Mr. Sudheeras alleged that

the Unioa Agricubbare Minis-
ter was acking 1ike “a brand
anbagasdor” to the Endosul-
fan imdustry,

He suid the appointment of
another committos to study
the prohloms related to En-
dosulfan wns umscceptahle.
He also wambed India to §ip-
port the global ban on the
pesticide at the Stockbalm
Convention,

He wanted Mr. Pawar Lo
giveup his Ministry's pro-En-
dogulfan spproach and take o
nisitive pro-pecple positioe.

Spocisl Correspondent

THIRUYARANTHAMMAM: The
Keraks Pradesh Congress
Commitbes (KPCC) on
Muomdoy said it was firm on
its stand on banning
Endosalfan and wonld presa
the Centre to appoint 8 new
head for the proposed

| expert committes to study

| the problems related to the

KPCC remains firm on Endosulfan ban |

[ Dossier on Ban Endosulfan- March 2011 |

use of the pesticide. Chandy, ut It had been in The EPCC also decided to
Addreesing a press wide use duaring the last four  send & delegation to the
conferance here after a joint  vearsaof the LDF rale. Centre b plead for a CBI |
meeting of office-bearers of  Several allegations had probe into the lottery scam |
the KPCC and the Col s At W agaieat the in the backdrop of the
Legisiature Parly atd the chalrman-designate of the demand made by Chief
D presidants, KPCC proposed expert committee.  Minister V.5,
president Ramesh “We will put pressure on the  Achuthamsndan, The
Chenmithala said Ceentre b remove him and debegation will mest the
Endasulfan had been appalet amather persan o Prime Minister amd the
bnmed by the previcus UDF  head the committes,” he Home Minisber in this
Mimistry hesded Dommen mid. coiitext.

Sigh of relief as sky -
closes its floodgates

2,500 people accommodated in 26 reliel camps

Epecial Comespondent

PR URANTHARURAM:  [Tan-
dredual farmikes displbend by
the ey S ccaks started orick-
ling bk homs sa siorm
clorads recedud an Thirdey,
Leatie abtas morosd the dis-
irict wee & ravaged ook Bl
forts were of 18 plEp ool
R vl el vt Frivm el
rux srem. Hasds wene padi-
rrmaried with deep poiholes
Seawmding oope on seversl
srres were deslroyed. resih-
i@ in heawy loas bo Bermeare.
riae Departrol off-
clak skl many brasos sk Jo-
pathy ard Manshmbmly is
BhE oty wege In derger of
crarehling shar bany scaked
1 fosed waers far howes
A ey aa 536 el cenps
were apetad by tie dBirit
adminisratian in the Thre-
vamanthiguram. Hedisiie
@] wnd Nevpatinkars takuks
iz sccormmesdaie 2800 P
bt beba e v 0D amilhess
Thers srs 17 melisf s in

hpcording 1o sstimaies
pragamd by th ool roos
Bl The Digirict Callectnrais
hers, 2 howsm ware de-
wirotiid i 100 dumeged,
resuliing In & koem of Fad
crmw. diboul W00 Saemern
it affeotis]. The cmp laa
dhaa &g Soodng hed becn pail
L Fa 7 crare.

At wrvemal plecws, ran.
waakied BirmiTine, chithes and
hacasbcld galgota wem laid
el b iy My Sl fad

TOUGH TIME: 4 srene froom dbe religl camp apinad by M dlamricr aamisitnanon
ot Kabrdy o the cily an Thursday. - PHOTOD §, GOPRILNM AR

1o ek e bedp of workshop
trchnicbas io get their oo
undl two wheelers back
Toesks, Sevemnl ather [
kad preferced b spind the
nght mear dhelr Seodks]
barerim, et o then e of |-
g

# medical ivamn led by the
[ntrict Medicd Offir s
tied the redbsf campe. Taim-
varamibapurem Bist B4 V.
Hwurkutty anid Aeesnues -
cials mchuding the Feveme
Divistoyal Hffwer and Tahsdl-
o vidied {he walerdcgged
mivss ! AmakElangars, Karl-
maakim and Kresrl Gosdon

wnil made arcacgErsanés f=r
thas bk Farie Lo prnap ol the
wiier and <iear the zahmal
drarmge den s

ME. Shankuity sl _-Jl:h-

bowmen GlE REVRE TR
Friday ta ¢l fhae omad from
thar waledegied apeis. Chalr
wan of the Sand lng Comamil-
isa  oa Werm  VE
Pasdmiakaimar icdd The Meda

e al
Tio: pumps was a major hin-
drames | charmy walers
Il ireas
"We heal B0 hire pumpa
from m far s Balarsmapa-
ran dor e work,”™ b eaid. Ha
tha gorertmeal 1o lake
up long-ermn  Fond-cantred
rrsasares. Dupuaty Sager G
Happliloumar sald the Carpa-
t would press carth-
mering ajdipieen and 5

thot g Corporstion Wikl
I-':J:I!II.!INI.::"![\-'}LTI'-\'I:LI"!"
rivsde driged Tyt © -
ingon Wedresday

"The wrarl wi ll wiart as soon
an Bae walers reoede. Apart
Froom hes B Scrars dus Iotas
Crrporation @ insl plfianoe
i, we fve askesd thes gav-
eramard o mnciEam Hed
erure i Moo r=llel” b mkd-
il
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C D Mayee

is agent of

endosulfan’

Kasargod, December 9

CPM state secretary Pinarayi Vijayan alleged
here on Thursday that Dr C D Mavee, who was
appointed by the Central Government to study
the environmental impact and health hazards
caused by Endosulfan, was an agent of the pes-
ticide company.

Inaupurating a meeting of farmers organised
by the Karshaka Sangham at Bovikkanam, the

CPM leader said C D Mavee had given a report
favourable to Endosulfan without visiting the
affected areas when he was the head of an ear-
lier Commission on the issue,

“Nayes has been once again made the head
of another Commission to study about the En-
dosulfan hazards and this is not done with good
intentions,” Pinarayi said.

He asked why the Central Government was
not banning Endosulfan in the country «ewus

o T4

Writers seek ban on Endosulfan

i

Al oLt -t

Poets recite their poems on Endosulfan at a dharna in front of AG's o

L N

PROTEST: Purogamana Kala Sahitya Sangham members staging a dharna near the

fice

Accountant-General’s office in Thiruvananthapuram on Friday demanding a ban on Endosulfan in the
country. — PHOTO: 5. MAHINSHA

A Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The Pu-
rogamana Kala Sahitya Sang-
ham (PuKaSa), a forum of
progressive artists and writ-
ers, took out a protest march
and staged a dharna in front
of the Accountant-General’s
Office here on Friday de-
manding a nation-wide ban
on Endosulfan.

The protest was organised
as part of the observance of
Human Rights Day. The
Sangham members marched

www.endosulfan.in

from the VJIT Hall to the Ac-
countant-General's  Office
reciting poems  against
Endosulfan.

The dharna was inaugu-
rated by filmmaker T. V.
Chandran. In his inaugural
address, Mr. Chandran nar-
rated his experiences of film-
ing in the
Endosulfan-affected  village
of Swarga in Kasaragod dis-
trict. “I saw them two years
ago and it is disheartening to
know that a proper sclution
has not vet been reached,” the

veteran filmmaker said.

Kanayi Kunhiraman, in his
address to the gathering, ob-
served that the government
was not taking necessary
steps and precautions due to
the long geographical dis-
tance between Kasaragod dis-
trict and the capital.

“‘We shall not wait’

Ninan Koshy pointed out
that India was the only coun-
try that opposed the ban on
Endosulfan under the Stock-
holm  Convention. “We

should not wait till a full sci-
entific certainty is reached so
as to ban this dangerous pes-
ticide,” he said.

He called for an immediate
national ban on Endosulfan
which has ‘unacceptable high
rigk,” rather than ‘never-end-
ing’ studies on the effect of
the pesticide.

PuKaSa general secretary
V.N. Murali delivered the
welcome speech. Poets who
had gathered for the dharna
recited their poems on
Endosulfan.
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Writ petition seeks special
schools for Endosulfan-hit

Court registry returns Plantation Corporation affidavit

Special Correspondent

KOCHI: A Division Bench of the
Kerala High Court on Friday
issued notice to the State gov-
ernment on a public interest
writ petition seeking to estah-
lish special schools for chil-
dren affected by the use of
Endosulfan and provide food
and clothing to such children.

The notice was issued by
the Bench comprising Justice
C.N. Ramachandran Nair and
Justice Bhabani Prasad.Ray.
The petition was filed by N.A.
Aboobacker of Kasaragod. He
also sought a directive to re-
habilitate the Endosulfan vie-
tims.

The inaction of the State
government in providing food
and other facilities to the vic-
tims was arbitray,

In fact, the children in Kas-
aragod were discriminated
against, the petitioner said.

Meanwhile, the High Court
Registry has returned the affi-
davit filed by the Plantation

Corporation of Kerala as it

noticed some defects in the
affidavit.

In the affidavit, the PCK
had said the decision to con-
duct aerial spraying of Endo-
sulfan on the cashew estates

[ Dossier on Ban Endosulfan- March 2011 |

HIGH COURT ROUND-UP

of the Plantation Corporation
of Kerala (PCK) was taken on
the basis of the recommenda-
tions given by the Kerala
Agricultural University and
other institutions.

As the conventional meth-
od failed to prevent the tea
mosquite attack, the manage-
ment of the corporation
sought expert advice from the
Central Plantation Crops Re-
search Institute and the Ker-
ala Agricultural University.
They had advised the corpo-
ration to use aerial spraying
of specified pesticides, in-
cluding Endosulfan.

Therefore, the corporation
was not liable to pay any com-
pensation to the victims, the
affidavit had said.

Documents produced

The Centre on Friday pro-
duced, in a sealed cover, be-
fore the Kerala High Court
the diplomatic correspond-
ences with the Royal Govern-
ment of Bhutan owver the
alleged viglation of the Lot-
tery Regulation Act and Rules
by its lottery promoters in
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Kerala, The correspondences
were produced in a case relat-
ing to the challenging of the
Kerala Tax on Paper Lotter-
ies (Amendment) Ordinance.
The court had earlier re-
served its order in the case,

The Centre said that it
could finalise its action on the
petition filed by the State gov-
ernment complaining about
the irregularities in the con-
duct of Bhutan Lotteries by
the promoters only after ex-
changing diplomatic corre-
spondences with the
representatives of the Royal
Government of Bhutan, espe-
cially in the light of a treaty
entered into with the Govern-
ment of Bhutan,

Affidavit

In an affidavit, the Centre
said the Kerala Tax on Paper
Lotteries (Amendment) Or-
dinance was valid and consti-
tutional.

It added that the State gov-
ernment had the power to en-
hance the tax on the sale of
lotteries,




Nationwide ban on Endosulfan sought

Staff Reporter

KASARAGOD: Seeking a nation-
wide ban on hazardous pesti-
cides  like  Endosulfan,
pro-Kerala Congress(M) Ker-
ala Karshaka Union has said
that it will launch a vigorous
campaign to encourage orga-
nic farming in the State.

“It appears that people in

Kerala by and large has not
understood the gravity of the
ramifications of prolonged
spraying of Endosulfan in the
Plantation Corporation of
Eerala's cashew estates in the
district,” union State presi-
dent Mathew Stephen said.
Mr. Stephen was address-
ing a press conferehce here
on Tuesday after heading a

delegation that visited Vani-
nagar, where there are a size-
sble number of suspected
victims of  Endosulfan
spraying. ‘

“The scenario witnessed in
the locality, where as many as
270 affected families are lead-
ing a traumatic life, is beyond
imagination and the govern-
ment should enhance the

igffﬁﬂrqq

pension amiount of

meagre 4
Rs 300 to Rs.3,000. Despite

enhancing the existing pen-
sion to Rs.1,000, no author-
ities inm the district hawve
received any orders to this ef-
fect Most of the houses do not
have connectivity to main
roads and the residents are
finding it hard fo take those
affected to hespitals,” he said.
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‘Toxic culture’ leading to loss
of ecosystem: Vandana Shiva

Biodiversity Congress begins with call to ban Endosulfan
Special Correspondent

THIRUVARANTHAPURAM: Moted
epvironmental activist ¥an-
dana Shiva has siressed the
mieid for & natbon-wide ban on
Endcsulfan

Inaugurating the first [ndi-
an  Biodiversity Congress
(IBCY at a function bere on
Taeaday, ghe eakd the ban oa
the deadly pesticide in Kerala
had to he followsd up with a
matian-wide ban.

Mg Shiva gabd replacement
of bdodiversity with monoeul-
ture, ensergence of monop-
lies in the agricalture sector
and pgenetically-engineered
praducts posed a senous
thireat ti Indks over the pext
20 years. The depletion of
fossil fuel resources had led to
a race to monopolise biomass
resourees. This, she said, was
profmoting el e
across the world.

FOR A SAFE ENVIRONMENT: Environmental aotivisf Vandang Shiva deltvering
the inaugural adidress at the first Indian Blodiversity Congress in
Thiruvananthapuram on Tuesday, - PHOTO: C. RATHEESH HUMAR

Linking the rise of momap
alies with the increased
threst 10 bisdiversity, she
said Bt Codfon hed become a
symbal of slavery in India
“Talay, monopalies contral
95 per cent of the cotbon in-
dustry im the country, Farm-
ers are  forced to bay
genetically-engineered seeds

mately driving them to sul-
cide. One cannat imegine the
sitmtion if the momopolics
tard o other crops like rice
and hanana,”

Ms. Shiva cautioned that a
‘toxic colture’ was Jeading o
the total los= of ecosystem
productivity in India Ts Pun-
Jab, the number of cancar pa-

e of pesticides. She said the
transformation from biodi-
VETSE Syslems 1o monecil-
ture would lead to less
preuction. “Monoculture of
the misd prevents us from
seeing the abundanee of bio-
diversity,” she said
E  Sugathakamari, enwi

ronmentsl activist, T.M, Ma-

Jayakrishnan, Viee-Chanes
lor, University of Kerala, B
Varma, chairman, Kers
State Blodiversity  Boar
C.T.5 Mair, executive vic
president, Kxrala Sfate Cou
cl for Science, Technol
and Environment, and G.
Gargadharan, prasiidn
Centre for Innovation in 5o

\
A marathon against pesticides 4\1@5

Staff Reporter

ALAPPUZHA: After making
hushands run carrying
their wives at the Shanku-
mugham Beach Thiruwva-
nanthapuram,  Ecorun
India is organising anoth-
er run, this time a 50 km
marathon from Alappuz-
ha to Kottayam, demand-
ing a ban on pesticides.

Titled Ecorum Ultra
Marathon, the event will
be from Mullackal in
Alappuzha to Thirunnak-
kara in Kottayam via
Changanassery from
10.30 am. on Saturday.
Registration for the event
will begin at 9 am, at the
starting point, which is in
front of the Mullackal
Temple. Begistration

costs Rs.50 for the event,
which will be in three cat-
egories, viz., for men aged
35 and above; for women
aged 30 and above; and for
men and women aged 60
and above. There are five
prizes in each category
with the first prize to be
Fs.20,000, the second
prize Rs.10,000, the third
prize to be Rs.5,000, the

fourth Bs.2,000 and the
fifth to be Rsl,000, ac-
cording to the Ashoka
Trust for HResearch in
Ecology and the Environ-
ment (ATREE), which is
the eocordinator for the
event. Registration will be
possible till 10.25 a.m. and
details are available over
0477-2251818 and 93494-
63138,

[ www.endosulfan.in |
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Organize pesticide awareness campaign

Thiruvanathapuram: Gandhian Youth Forum organized anti pesticide campaign
in Kalicut. Various programmes including painting competition and essay were

conducted as part of the programme.

9‘%41\131\‘3/

&
Plight of Endosulfan victims

CANDID GESTURE: Volunteers of Mahatma Education and Charitable Trust enact a street play before the
Secretariat in the city on Thursday to portray the plight of the victims of Endosulfan in Kasaragod.
— PHOTO: 5. GOPAKUMAR

[ Dossier on Ban Endosulfan- March 2011 |
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Drama to fight endodulfan

Vithura ( Thiruvanathapuram) Students of Thevan Para
Kristhukiran School demonstrated street play to make
people aware of pesticide poisoning including

endosulfan.
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'Ban hazardous pesticides,
says Sri Sri Ravi Shankar

Staff Reporter

KASARAGOD: Expressing con-
cern over the extensive use of
hazardous pesticides and fer-
tilizers in farming, spiritual
leader Sri Sri Ravi Shankar
has said that his Art of Living
Foundation is planning to set
up an agriculture institute in
the district to increase aware-
ness of and give a boost to
organic farming.

“We are planning to set up
an agriculture institute in
Kasaragod district, a region
blessed with abundant natu-
ral beauty and rich bio-diver-

| sity, to promote organic
}érfning in a big way as the use

of hazardous pesticides like
Endosulfan has spoiled the
micro-organic content of soil
and water,” 5ri Sri Ravi Shan-
kar said at an interaction with
local political and religious
leaders at Udma on
Wednesday.

Stressing the need to ban
the use of hazardous pesti-
cides and chemical fertilizers
in farming, he said the au-
thorities should take serious
gteps in this direction even if
it resulted in reduced farm
output for some time.

The agriculture institute
would help youths in partic-
ular to switch over to organic
farming,

/" an\aly
Hunger si;iir'ﬂ"b
against
Endosulfan

Staff Reporter

KANHANGAD: Frotests against
Endosulfan pesticide in the
district is set to gain momen-
tum with a group of activists
deciding to launch an indefi-
nite hunger strike before the
Periye office of the Plantation
Corporation of Kerala's cash-
ew estate on February 20
raising various demands.

The Periye unit of the Anti-
Endosulfan Campaign Com-
mittee will launch an indefi-
nite hunger strike seeking
removal of around 900 litres
of the banned pesticide kept
inside the Periye office of the
PCE. Periye i= one of the
worst  affected localities
where hundreds of people are
bedridden due to mysterious
diseases suspected to have
been caused due to prolonged
spraying of the now banned

: pesticide.

The agitators demands in-
clude disbursal of the PCK
land among the affected fam-
ilies and workers of the cor-
poration, waiver of loans
taken by the affected families,
speedy trial of officials who
paved way for the serious
health hazards in the district
and declaration of Kasaragod
as Endosulfan-free district,
P.Muraleedharan, chairman
of the Periye unit of the com-
mittee, told a press confer-
ence here,

A march would be inaugu-
rated by Leela Kumari Amma,

a retired State Agriculture
Department employvee, who
was instrumental in high-
lighting the serious health
hazards suspected to have
been caused by the overexpo-
sure of the pesticide in the
PCK land.

www.endosulfan.in f
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Action forum to fight endosulfan

Thiruvanthapuram: A State level action
forum was formed to fight endosulfan

Central government protect endosulfan
companies: V M Sudheeran

Kollam: Congress leader V M Sudheeran accused that
central government is not taking steps to ban
endosulfan. The governments attempt is to protect the

interests of endosulfan companies.
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Sudheeran flays Centre’s stand on endosulfan

Expiress Mows Servica
Easarges], Harch 3

COMGRESS leader ¥ B Sud-
Ivéeran has eontradicted the
statamenit of Unlon Agricul-
tare Minister Sharad Pawar
that endaznllfan was 6 Barm-

lesis pasticide,

_Addresaing me-
diapersons at the
Prazg Club hare on
Thtrsdag, Sudhoer-
&n said that varioua
lohbxles wers at work
inretain endoaulfan |
in the coumiry.

“While 78 cout-

Y24 BT e

NCW asks Centre to take steps to contain menace

Pralohzkar Rao Vesugantl | ENG
Maw Delhl, Harch 12

THE HMationsal Commissinmn
fur Worian (HOW) has asked
the Department of Agricul-
ture and Coopecetion, Govt
of Indis to ke apprapriate
actinn to sobve the problems,
arising out of Endesulfan
yige in (ke Barple, Kstnadakn,
Tamil Mara, Wagt Bengal and
nthers, Tl MCW passed thiz
Jirection o A peiition [led
by & Ciourd advacals
ail g aciivist Radha-
kanta Tripathy

The petition explning the
plight of people, pspecially
that of the women and chil-
dren by the use ol Endosul-
Eam imcashew nigt planiatiors

www.endosulfan.in }

AN ENDOSUL

The NCW passed
this direction on a
petition filed by
Supreme Court
advocate and rights
activist Radhakanta
Tripathy

labidne

tosull b severe health haz:
arids. The pregnatkl Women
feal unbeasnble pain and gl
birth fo deformed children

The peapls living in the
nearhy Areas alsoc Dmeomms
physlenily and mentily chal
Ienged, Although Endesultan
has bean banned In mors
than T0 countpies 1n the
woeld, Indla is the one coun-
try that apposed the ban of
iig pse. In ks patitiog, Tripa-
thy questioned Tadin's reluc-
Lamvoe 1 han 105 use,

The internationsl conder-
enee which wns hald at Snck-
hom in Detaber, 200 recim-
miended thal Endosulfan
sheild be bisted a5 & bighly
hazaridous clemical,

Tripathy reguestel the

tries have hatned
endosnifan, the
Central Govern-
menRt is tAking a
stand favoicable
to the pesticide
in the colin:
ey ‘These coun-
i - trees hanned endo-

harmal effects,” ke sid,

MW ta re-::-dmend. 0 rh'u
Camitre i 'I:l:uiﬂ: uge af En-
desnbfan, com mzrliom-wide

survay of the ictims of Eo-
dosaillan e, lde them
ackequale med care, rehm-
‘bélitate amd oo siin them
and emacl &t r laws 1o
regulsa the uap of pesticlde

T simblar peeition belore
the Kationn) Comimbeslon for
Protection of Ghikd Rights
{NCPCR), Tripathy raiged
idertical issans of vislation
of child rights by the ase of
Enstlcsulfan and axplaimed &5
to hiow L cosls children's
{ives., Conshiesing his peti-
tien HCPCH hes asked the
Speretary, DEpartment aof
Health and Family Weltare,
Kerala Goverfament te re-

sitlfan after condocting ex
hanstive studies about its

The pestictde lobhy plaved
an active rode in dJE;‘Eaﬂ:in,g
the country from taking &
stamd En fawour of the ooum-
try-wide ban on endogulfan
at the Stockholm Convention

BrLE, Swdbeeran added.

unieers who were hubding an
Iniefinite st i fromtof the
Plantation Corporation
gocown it Peria, demanding
the sorparation to belp ando-
gnlfan vietime

spond o the polnis as raized
bt ke petitioh.

The Mational Human
Riphts Commissian (MHRC)
nins already asked the State
Human Rights Cammisaion
of Kerals, in two cases filed
hy Tripathy

In the first petitian, the
petitioner explained the
death of more than S0 ped-
piie in 11 panchaysts in Essnr-
god, Eerala. In his secomsd
petition, hie sifiphasized on
thie fact that for the faatt af
the Health, Enviropment and
Agripulture Departmants of
the ate, the ritizens cannot
T stk pten] (0 bl endgere
ing of detormity and nuker-
pus pheesical nnud mental chak
langes.

s

i

o0 perdistent arganic poliul-
He latee addreszed the vol-
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‘ENDOSULFAN ‘REAL CULPRIT’

BEHIND CRIPPLING DEFORMITIES

Harsha | ENS
Mangalore, March 20

THE aerial epraving of toxic
pesticide endosulfan has not
just left a trail of unexplained
digenses and crippling defor-
mities in Patrame, Nidle and
Kokkada villages alone, but
in more than 76 villages
gpread across five Assembly
constituencies.

The herrific truth has even

stunned those in the fore-

front of a campaign demand-
ing a ban on the pesticide.
The highest concentration of
mentally retarded children
in Puttur, Sullia Beltangady,

Vitla and Bantwal Assembly

segments had seemed no
mare than a big puzzle until
an RTI activist pinned down

rApwsl 2o

endosulfan as the ‘real cul-
prit’ behind these crippling
deformities,

Sanjeev, who works as a
precast worker in Puttur, set
out to strengthen the hands
of those demanding a ban on
endosulfan by seeking infor-
mation under the RTI from
Karnataka Cashew Develop-
ment Corporation (KCDC),
which extensively used toxic
pesticide-laden choppers to
spray cashew plantations on
the hills for over two de-
cades, d

Beginning from 1978 to
2001, ECDC confessed to aer-
ial spraying of the pesticide
in 6,387.28 acres of cashew
plantations in more than five
Assembly constituencies.
Activist and a vietim of en-

dosulfan poisoning (with a
vision of ten per cent), Srid-
har Gowda, based on his Kok-
kada experience, begun a
campaign to identify the ax-
tent of diseases and deformi-
ties in endosulfan-sprayed
areas.

An untiring human rights
crusader, Dr Ravindranath
Shanbhag, swung into action
by successfully convincing
gram panchayvats on the need
to undertake a quick survey
of the dangerous diseases,
deformities and deaths in the
region in order to back the
state's justification in ban-
ning endosulfan and eventu-
ally envisage a rehabilitation
package for thousands of re-

. tarded children in the hinter-

land. /
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No State demanded ban on Endosulfan : Pawar Lied to the Parliament

The reply received for a question asked under Right to Information Act to Ministry of Agriculture, revealed that the
Hon'ble Minister lied to Parliament stating that many other States and organisations opposed ban on Endosulfan. He
evaded the questions like which States and organisations who demanded no ban on endosulfan.

[ Dossier on Ban Endosulfan- March 2011 |




alls officials’ meet

elief measures to be reviewed
E&Fﬁpﬂhd&ﬂt

H:'“-“HTHIHII.I: Chief
nister V. 5 Achuthanan-
o will convene a confer.
e of officials on November
to review relief moasures
dertaken b}' the EovErn-
ot for victims of Endosul-
in Kasaragod district.
Mhe conference will review
ﬁmﬂrm::; af assigt-
H:Illﬂ"llltl!'d rommenl
b victims -

tesides welfare pensions
the disabled, the govern-
nt I8 providing monthhy
#ance for bystamders of
-ridden victims, rice at
t 5 kg and medcal
atamoe.

he meet may abio look in-
he possibility of obtaining
ipensation for the victims
iugh the establishment of
hunal,

vironment in the affected wil-
Inges,

Assessmenl

For this, it is assessing the
Endosulfan residues still pre-
sent in soil, sediments and
human blood and the: state of
hindiversily. Besides, the sox-
nomic, social and environ-
mental  impact of the
ﬁmﬂt is also being loaked
nto.

atium
be government i cur-
ity proavdding o solntium of
0000 to the relatives of
dend,

has, however, provided
lakh each to the viclims
ecent liquor tragedy in
appuram district,

e case af Endosnlfan vic-
is considered a higger
:dy, The conference will
itended by officials of the
‘th Department and the
r Counctl for Sciemee,
moloegy  and  Enviren-

L
1 Kasaraged Collector
members of the district
hayat are aleo lkely tobe
ed to the meeting,

s Council is currently
aring & repart an the on-
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o
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Delay in report

Though the work was pro-
posed to be completed by last
month, the assessment is got-
ting delayed. The results of
anzbysis of sediments and
other samples collected in
August are likely to be re-
ceived anly by Decemher, The
report  may  he d.ela_yg;]
further.

Mare reports on Page 4
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et files affidavit

/ot
Y / -:'_';:-.'o:'nrnmr
e L
'5'5'5.0""5% wdnesday that it
g stind the Cemiral

s 4 ' it to ban the ese of
e wkan all over the coun-

* Comsldering werious
aptiens fo mowlde
relfled io victims

*Hﬂmﬂ
el sl

s ese had s moch
:""",'i'_rlull_upenpk
S dnoan Wi, the St
swernment said the me of
Erdesublan had bessn borsad
ar phased owt in all courries,
includirg Braedl snd thw 175,
A% 2 review mesting of the
Slockholm comention in Ge-
neva recenily, the us of the
pasticide was seriashy con-
IHH:dH'|l"'|r|\1!|||q,:r_,};|r|:l_'
polletars

T prvernmeal said that
studies hed shown that Enda-
sallsn was exirernely bosic in
Terture.

It infermed the Bench af
Chied Justics J, Chelamerwss
and Justices PH. Bamachan-
dra Meara that the govern-
menl W seTi sy
oarsldenng varne splions
far providing compersation
b Eae: wctimg of Endoetilfan
in the State.

A th et involved pel-
icy decision, it had to he taken
ut the i gt Dol after meri-
s dEresions

The alfl dervif was filed in pe-
spomse ioa writ pebiton fiksd
by T Asmdl AR, prvsideant, Dnadi-
un Lawvers Coapress, seek
g to comshibete a spedial
tribrumald for identifying Endo-
mllan wistires In Easatagod

L‘lﬁl‘d't

» firm on its demand

Hﬂ. ayeunw e Minister seeks national ban on Endosulfan
"

= "Blate will oppose
all anti-farmer
lechmlogies’

an] awarding compensation
fothem. Hie soeght & directie
85 lhe Certral grvemment n
han the sprayiag of Esdesul-
[:m in cashew plamkations in
Bagaragod

1Bz gaid B Plantadion Cor-
patalioa of Kerala and the
Sty gevernimenl were not
meaking anmefforts io identify
the vctims or their relatives
and pay them campersation
1% wag, thepeloee, essential o
constitute a tribural oa the
lnes of the spacial tribmals
for Momnar b disprobes and
lhe wictims of the pollution
cased by the Coca-Cala
plant o Plackimade

The lfidavi said The gov-
ernment had sddresed @ lal-
ter 1o 1he Unmon Agroulture
Ministry seeking early sction
lar salving {he problems cre-
I.hbdh:l'lht w0l Endmnillan.

The gresemimest said that
four expert commitiees had
i pide mivingical shdy at
Padre village in Hassespod
witirs sirial sraying of the
pestivide was conducted by
the compoeation A1 the com-
mittezs kasd recommendial
shiipaige of serial spraving of
Erdraulfan.
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