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The “Endosulfan poisoning “ at Kasargod was first reported in the media in 1979 by

Sri. Shreepadre farm journalist from the village Padre.  The Plantation Corporation of Kerala

started areal spraying of endosulfan in its cashew plantations in Kasargod district in 1976. The

struggle against aerial spraying was started as early as 1980 and the struggle against Endosulfan

started in late 1990s.  Since then, people in the district have been asking for a ban of endosulfan.

Several committees have looked in to the issue and the  High Court of Kerala banned the

chemical in Kerala in 2003. The Central Government withheld the sale and use in Kerala  in

2005.   The State Government of Kerala has set up a endosulfan relief and remediation cell and

already spend several lakhs to provide relief to the affected and much more need to be done.

The people of Kerala and the state government has been working for national ban of Endosulfan.

The stand taken by the Government of India against its ban at POPs review committee meeting

held in Stockholm in October 2010 triggered state wide protest. State government, political

parties, students and civil society came openly against India’s stand. This dossier is a collection

of news paper reports from 1st November 2010 to 11 January 2011 related to this. We hope this

will give you an idea about Kerala society’s position regarding ban on endosulfan.

Introduction

Key to the News papers referred in this dossier

English Dailies - The Hindu-(TH); The New Indian Express-(NIE)

Malayalam Dailies - Malayala Manorama-(MM); Mathrubumi-(MB); Madyamam-(MD);

Mangalam; DeepikaEn
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Six member committee to

study endosulfan tragedy

New Delhi, Nov.10: Centre has
appointed a six member expert
committee to reconsider the use of
endosulfan and other pesticides. The
committee is expected to submit its
report with in three months. Dr. C D
Mayi, the head of Agriculture
Research bureau and Agriculture
Research Council, is the president
of the committee.

(Malayalamanorama)
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C M asks details of endosulfan victims

Thiruvananthapuram: The Chief Minister of Kerala
asked health department to produce exact number
of endosulfan  victims in Kasarkode district.
According to existing  government data  there are
2060 victims in the district. But some unofficial data
says it exceeds 8000.  Therefore CM need updated
data. He also called a high level meeting  to discuss
the issue in Thiruvananthapuram on 18th this month.
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UPA MPs from Kerala want ban on endosulfa

Thiruvanananthapuram, Nov.13: Kodikunnil Suresh,
convener, UPA MPs from Kerala, said that UPA MPS
from the state demand ban on endosulfan. Both UPA
MPs and non UPA MPs from Kerala have same opinion
in the issue, he added. “Studies reveals that pesticides
use in paddy creates problems in Kuttanad region in
the State. Number of cancer patients are increassing
in the region. Govt should consider it immediately” he
added.

Ban endosulfan: Minister of Forest

Thiruvananthapuram,N0.13: Addressing the global
energy parliament organized by Isha Vishwa
Vinjan Trust, Binoy Viswam, Minister of Forest,
Kerala, asked scientist and spiritual movements
across the world to rise their voice for global ban
on endosulfan. (Malayalamanorama)
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Plantation Corporation introduces special
package for victims

Kozhikode( Kerala), Nov.25:  The Ministry of Agriculture
of Kerala said Plantation Development Corporation of
Kerala  will introduce a special package for endosulfan
victims. The final decision and design of the package
will be made soon, he added. (Mangalam)
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Special squad to detect endosulfan
spraying

Palakkad, (Kerala), Nov.20: Special squad
consisting members from agriculture, revenue and
police departments has been set up to detect and
stop endosulfan spraying in mango plantations in
the district.
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Governmentr to tighten endosulfan
checking at check posts

Kuttikkanam( Kottayam, Kerala),Nov.24. The Home
Minister of Kerala ensures stringent measures to stop
endosulfan entering into the state through border check
posts from neighboring states. He asked other states to
follow Kerala’s decision on banning endosulfan.

Awarenes class on endosulfan

Palakkad(Kerala),Nov.23: In order  to make people aware
of possible impact of endosulfan spraying in mango
plantations in Muthalamada , a seminar was conducted
under the joint auspicious of Krishibhavan, Muthalamada
and Krishi Vijna Kendra (KVK) Pattambi. Israel Thomas
and Yamini Varma from KVK led classes. (Mathrubhumi)
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Collector tightens scan  on endosulfan

Palakkad( Kerala),Nov.28: District collector of
Palakkad has taken measures to stop endosulfan
entering  into the district through border check
posts.( Farmers in the district get endosulfan from
Tamil Nadu since it is banned in Kerala) He gave
directions to officers to inspect pesticide depots and
farmers fields to ensure that  the chemical is not
available in the district. Pesticide depots have been
already inspected. Decisions are made to analyze
pesticide residue in plants. A pesticide awareness
class is conducted in Muthalamada, where some
endosulfan cases were reported. earl ier
(Mathrubhumi)
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State  to ban hazardous pesticides.

Pavaratty(Thrissur): Minister of Agriculture,
Government of Kerala , said that the state
government will take steps to ban all the
hazardous pesticides.
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27 % more of people are victims

Kasargod: The chief minister of Kerala, V S Achudananthan said that
27% of people Attended the medical camps held in endosulfan affected
areas are victims. He was distributing bio metric cards to endosulfan
victims. These cards will help them to access free medical service.

Free ration for endosulfan victim

Thiruvanathapuram: Government of Kerala decided to
provide free ration to the families of endosulfan victims
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Endosulfan tragedy is a mistake from government

Kazargod: The chief minister of Kerala, V S Achudananthan, said that the endosulfan tragedy is a mistake from
government. He accused central government for not banning  the pesticide and bring relief to the victims.
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125 crores  sought for rehabilitation
of endosulfan victims

Thiruvanathapuram : The government of
Kerala sought Rs. 125 crores from Central
government for rehabilitating endosulfan
victims.
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Endosulfan: DYFI protests.

Thiruvananthapuram(Kerala),Nov.5: Demanding total ban
on endosulfan, DYFI plans to organise. It decided to
organise protest march in each district capitals on 9th

November. “India’s stand in Stockholm convention is
unacceptable”, it observed. “effigies of priminister and
agricultureal minister will be burnd as part of protest”,
they said.

Ban Endodulfan: Sastra Sahithya Parisahth

Thiruvananthapuram(Kerala), Nov. 3: “Minister of State
for  Agriculture K V Thomas’s remark on endosulfan is
baseless and central government’s stand in the issue is
unscientific”, said Kerala Sastra Sahithya Parisath
demanding total ban on endosulfan. “Endosulfan is
banned in number of countries including European
Union”, Parishath said.It urged Central government ot
ban endosulfan considering the interest of people in
India.
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Endosulfan no need for fresh
studies: V M Sudheeran

Kazarkode(Kerala),Nov.7: “Fresh research into
endosulfan issue is irrelevant”, opined congress leader
VM Sudheeran. He was inaugurating the convention to
protest the rights of endosulfan victims jointly organized
by Lawyers congress and various environmental and
cultural organizations. “Heath care should be ensured
to endosulfan victims. India should correct position it
kept in Stockholm convention.  Here emerges a need
for pesticide use policy. The proposed pesticide
management bill should be openly discussed and
conscience should be made on it. All these should be
done irrespective of political interest”, he said.
(Madyamam)
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Ban endosulfan: P T Thomas

New Delhi, Nov.10:  P T Thomas,  Congress M P from
Kerala, dema- nded complete ban on Endosulfan in
parlia- ment. Endosulfan created serious problems in
plantation sector in Kerala. It caused death for
hundreds of people and left thousands dis- abled. India
is the largest consumer of the pesticides in the world.
He asked the govern- ment to stop its production and
provide compensation and other helps for the victims.
(Mangalam)
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DYFI conducts awareness yatra

Thiruvanantapuram(Kerala),Nov.13: Rising  the slogan
“Ban Endosulfan Save Life” DYFI plans to conduct
awareness yatra in Kasarkode district from 1st to 3rd

December.  The yatra will began from Enmakaje
panchayath on 1st December and conclude at Kazarkode
on 3rd December.

Ban endosulfan:

 Kozhikode (Kerala), Nov.14: All Kerala Qualified Health
Inspectors Association complete ban on endosulfan.
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Ban endosulfan: Muslim League

 Kozhikode (Kerala), Nov.14: Indian Union Muslim League
urged central and state government for complete ban on
endosulfan. “There is no need for fresh studies”, observed
party’s state working committee. The meeting was
inaugurated by E Ahamed, Union Minister of State of External
Affairs. (Malayalamanorama)
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Ban endosulfan: IMA

 Kozhikode (Kerala), Nov.14: Indian Medical Association
demanded complete ban on endosulfan. A study
conducted by IMA a few years before had recommended
government to ban the pesticide.



Dossier on Ban Endosulfan- March 2011

32

Youth league demands ban on endosulfan

Kozikode(Kerala),Nov.14: Youth league( youth wing of
Indian Union Muslim League) has planned a march at
Badiyaduka in Kazharkod district demanding ban on
endosulfan and compensation for pesticide victims.
(Malayala Manorama)
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Endosulfan: Single
committey enough:KPCC

 Kozhikode (Kerala), Nov.16:
KPCC  asked central government
to appoint  a single committee.
It also asked the government not
to appoint CD Mayi as the
president of the committe. Kerala
is unanimous on endosulfan
issue it emphaised.

Ban on Endosulfan will
continnue: I R B

Kozhikode (Kerala), Nov.16:
Industrial Relation Board Meeting
says ban on endosulfan should
continue.

Ban Endosulfan: CPI

Thiruvananthapuram(Kerala), Nov.16: CPI state
council urged central government for complete
ban on endosulfan. “Endosulfan, which is listed
in hazardous pesticide list, has been banned in
many of the countries. India is the only country
opposing the ban. The government should correct
its stand immediately”, CPI observed.
(Mathrubhumi)
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AISF for anti endosulfan
campaign

Thiruvananthapuram(Kerala),Nov.16:
AISF will plan anti endosulfan
campaign with mass student
participation. Various programmes
are planned at  campuses. One lakh
letters will be sent to the Prime
Minister.
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AKAD plans parliament march

Thiruvananthapuram(Kerala), Nov.13: Demanding
complete ban on endosulfan, the All Kerala Association
of Duff will hold a parliament march on 13th December.
A mass petition will be submitted to the President of
India on the occasion. (Madyamam)
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Ban endosulfan: Opposition leader and KPCC President
write to PM

Thiruvananthapuram(Kerala),Nov.22: Demanding ban on endosulfan
Oomen Chandi,opposition leader in Kerala assembly and Ramesh
Chennithala, KPCC President,sent letter to the Prime Mminister. “4000
people have died. Nearly 1000 people are physically disabled and
nearly 9000 people are affected by endosulfan spraying in Kazarkode”,
the letter briefs.
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Ban endosulfan: Construction
Workers Union

Palakkad(Kerala), Nov.25: Demanding complete
ban on endosulfan, Construction Workers Union
held a march to head post office in Palakkad.
CPI district secretary Vijayan Kunissery
inaugurated the march. (Mathrubhumi)

Dharna demands ban on endosulfan

Palakkad(Kerala), Nov.14: Demand for
complete ban on endosulfan has been
emerged from the dharna organized by
Solidarity Youth Movement in front of head
post office, Palakkad. Inaugurating the
dharna, environmental activist C R
Neelakandan opined that public conscensces
should be sought on proposed Indian
Insecticide Act. (Mathrubhumi)
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Club demands ban on endosulfan

Palakkad(Kerala),Dec.2: Friends club based
at Kannadi in Palakkad district demands
complete ban on endosulfan.
(Mathrubhumi)
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Organize pesticide awareness campaign

Thiruvanathapuram: Gandhian Youth Forum organized anti pesticide campaign
in Kalicut. Various programmes including painting competition and essay were
conducted as part of the programme.
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Drama to fight endodulfan

Vithura ( Thiruvanathapuram) Students of Thevan Para

Kristhukiran School demonstrated street play to make

people aware of pesticide poisoning including

endosulfan.
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Central government protect endosulfan
companies: V M Sudheeran

Kollam: Congress leader V M Sudheeran accused that

central government is not taking steps to ban

endosulfan. The governments attempt is to protect the

interests of endosulfan companies.

Action forum to fight endosulfan

Thiruvanthapuram: A State level action

forum was formed to fight endosulfan
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 No State demanded ban on Endosulfan : Pawar Lied to the Parliament
The reply received for a question asked under Right to Information Act to Ministry of Agriculture, revealed that the
Hon’ble Minister lied to Parliament stating that many other States and organisations opposed ban on Endosulfan.  He
evaded the questions like which States and organisations who demanded no ban on endosulfan.
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