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Media Dossier On Endosulfan Issue In Kerala

INTRODUCTION

Endosulfan, a highly toxic pesticide, has become a topic of burning discussion in India,
particularly in Kerala during the 1990s after several media reports and stories of individuals suffering
from hitherto unknown illness were widely reported from Kasaragod, Kerala. Many of these reports
and field studies pointed to the fact that the illnesses were occurred as a consequence to exposure
to endosulfan- an insecticide applied aerially on to the cashew plantations. During 1963-64, the
Kerala Agriculture Department started planting cashew in Kasaragod district. In 1978, the Plantation
Corporation of Kerala (PCK) took over the estate and endosulfan trials were started in 1977-1978.
Endosulfan poisoning was first reported in the media in 1979 by Sri. Shree Padre, a farm journalist.
Many health problems appeared to manifest among people and many other living species including
domestic animals in the village.

Assessments and studies shed light to fact that many children were born with disabilities
and chronic health problems. Peculiar and comlex health implications and illness those were
practically non-existent before the endosulfan aerial spraying was reported from Kasaragod.
It include conditions such as congenital anomalies, mental retardation, physical deformities,
cerebral palsy, epilepsy, hydrocephalus and psychiatric problems; different types of cancers,
infertility, miscarriages,endomeriosis and hormonal irregularities among women, reproductive
and developmental disorders were reported from villages where endosulfan poured in. Rheumatic
complaints, paralysis and skin disorders, respiratory diseases, frequent and persistent illness
indicating possible immune systems disorders have been reported. The community struggle against
aerial spraying began as early as 1980 and the demand towards banning endosulfan started in late
1990s. Following the protest, media reports and demands from the ground, several committees
were constituted to investigate the issues. Various reports in the following years have pointed that
endosulfan spraying has contributed to polluting water resources that community had been using for
daily sustenance, polluted soil and environment,and consequently people and animals were also got
affected.

The High court of Kerala banned endosulfan in Kerala in 2003. The Central Government withheld
the sale and use in Kerala in 2005. Several local protests broke out in Kasaragod district demanding
ban of endosulfan. This paved the way for bringing the issue to the state and national level. Later
it has even reached international forums such as the Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) Review
Committee of Stockholm Convention, which resulted in a global ban of endosulfan in 2011. The same
year Honorable Supreme Court of India ordered a national ban on this toxic chemical. Meanwhile,
the national human rights commission has ordered to pay compensation to the individuals who were
harmed by endosulfan poisoning. The state Government of Kerala has announced a relief package
to address the remedy for problem, has been providing pension, medical assistances, etc. However,
many issues still remain unsolved, including identifying victims, their rehabilitation, disbursal of
compensation, etc. This dossier is a collection of newspaper reports related to endosulfan issue in
Kerala.
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@® ENDOSULFAN ISSUE

Reema Narendran | ENG
T'Puram, November 11

WHILE Union Ministesg Sharad Pawar
and Jairam Ramesh have announced
one expert committec mch to study the
effect of endosulfan g Kasargod, nei.
ther the affected people or the medical
community is enthused by it.

The ‘go-back’ slogans have already
started to reverberate agross the region
against Dr C D Mayvee Commitice to
look into the endosulfan issue.

"It happened a long ime ago and elic-
iting medical history 18 not easy. There
are 3 number of problems such as epi-
lepsy, menstrual disorders, psyehiatric
problems and abortions, about which
people generally do notlike o reveal to
doctors or anvone. What we neoded was
a tharough epidemiological study
which requires a lot of patience,” said
Dr Sripathy, a doctor from the affected
village, who worked among the vic.
tims.

Starting from the studies by the
NGOs Thanal and Contre for Science
and Environment to those by the KAL,
FIPPAT and NIOH. and the various gov-
ernment appointed Committees such
as the Dr Achuthan Committee, the O
P Dubey Committee and the C D Mayvee
Committee, the total number of studies
have crossed 17.

Even the State Health Minister is
learnt to have approached some re-
search institute for the same.

What the study teams are going to
find difficult would be the resistance

lElirha N:ré‘

‘C D Mayee panel unlikely
o make fresh findings’

What the study teams are going to find it difficult
would be the resistance of the people to part

with the information

of the prople to parting with the infor.
mation. Thanal, when they first started
visiting homes, was unable to find any
problems initially. Puzzled, they split
into two and started talking to memn and
women separately. That was when a
whole lot of reproductive problems in
both men and women came to the sur-
face. 4

“Very delaved puberty, gynaccologi
cal problems in women, abortions, mul-
tiple periods for women - we were actu-
ally shocked by the magnitude. But all
these problems have such a social stig-
ma o it, that we were foreed to subm it
a vague report, without giving details
It was not that we had done a vague
study, but for the larger good of the
people, we had to Keep it secret,”” re
called R Sridhar, programme director
of Thanal. This apart, there, it would
be difficult to find pesticide residues
nearly a decade after the pesticide was
banned. Endosulfan is said to have a
low half-life period in water and even
the Kerala State Council for Science,
Technology and Environment which is
currently monitoring the area does not
expect o find any residues 1n water or
blood.

"The residuesd of the chemical can
now be found only in the clay or the

human tissues where it binds with fa
Here it can stay for years re sl Iting in
the creation of abnormalities,” said Dr
Jose Deeruz, the districet medieal offi.
cer. "Since we can't excise and study
the fat cells as such, the only possible
way is to check for the presence of fat
in the first excreta (meconium) of the
baby."” suggested D Jose Decruz,
This suggestion is now being seri
ously considered by the scientific co -
munity in the State, even thoug
hows and when still remains unas
swered. "In the case of ':m: she I|4. :J..-.“'..
what we probalaly ¢
there are any beneficial effec
ban,” said Dr. Mohankamar,
doetor working in the area
He admitted that the visible il
of endoasulfon are eompiar
lesser scale now, éspecially
of asthma and skin diseases. Most of
the children with severe physical ab-
normalities are above the age of 10
While there are many who say that the
only possible study I'.-:'.\ is that of re
covery after the ban', re are others
like Sridhar n.u say ¢ ""' 's-'m‘.',-' oW
could be s tof
additional
setting up
cilities for

giversin the regi
additional heath
the victims
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‘Action-committee for pestlclde free Kasaragod #

TIME TQ ACT: by Ministor 105,

Minesivrs PR Srevmmaile, M

diiserss e pligind af Fockesn [
PHOTEE 5, MAH N SHA

Achurharamrmdira clairs o meeling aforg with
Mhakiarg Ko

Frrmarkg ey g

i victims of e Secrelaral on Fieesday,

I,

Stall Heporter
THIH.I'I'IIII!!!.“.'W‘JH: The
Endusgilan Action Commil-
umnhiredla corgn ks o
Fe bRt ions working
icl and romedeation of
Emdosulfsn victims n Kasm
sapes] distrcl, has wrged the
povermmen® le provide Hs 10
lakhs each o relatnves of the
|

press Cofferenee hene
on Tussday, cativenar af the
wammitier F. Y. Sudhir Ko
mar s=ald that the Sobe goy
crnmncml ahould Kk off &
weol i Kasaragod

Iaveshigations  inle  ihe

poople’s foprescRtatives and
oo govermmend

CeTainisn

tims and review relicl moea
sures.

The comvened, while wiel-
=mprehensive
* by ik

coming b
peckape anne®l
Chiel Mimsi,

el sl
Thee organdesiion’s demund
~ o) P P b ol e 10 [akhy
amnd He.5 000 ag family peein
stomlothe kinof the decoased
did nol gl pEsarity i 1B
mecting. he said
The nisstiom has come

i Hersoy Viswom fo

if

hail, et inithe da
i a sudmlvrvnee of

a new st of agni
- eing Beepestaoades

The vommilier membsrrs

which was carried oul in 11
panchavals im 48 hougs, Mr.
Sudhir Kusag sail 1here are
MR- RO Vit ims.

said.

2k \’" wt”"

“The sarvey was unsckn
dgEmn ralic

L,  againil
- F A

Mlir. Suddhdr Kumar said the
unholy nexos helween the
agrcaliunsts, agricalture s
ealisls, oempkanes, Flamla-
tiom Cosporstion, officials
ind administration oer the
s was fesponssale fue thy
nisery in Kasaragol.

The Plundstion Corpors
thom, which hobds 4200 hiec-
tanes of land, o third of the
districh. hoad beem spraving
peslicide om ts land #or over
2% YraTs,

The arganzsaticm demnand
A1 o Lan ‘

Tswmes ik detoci leatiom of
eave e b0 the aea wore Faleid
ak the meeking bul were nit

responded io

A
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INTERNATIONAL TU BODY URGES INDI
TO SUPPORT BAN ON ENDOSULFAN

Enpriss Mews Service
TPursm, December 10

THE International Unbon of Food-
workers (TUFh o global federstfon of
trade umbons, on Thursday nrged
:rpih trsupport e ban oo endomul-
an

Brbeflng the media after 3 thoss-
day Asin-Parifie regicnal mesting of
agricultiral and plantation 1rade
unbons Bere, IUF reglonal secratary
Ba Wel Pin anged [ndia 10 suppart
the Inclusion of endosullan in the
Sinckholm Cosventlon. [ndla’s re
bhustamer to support the ban i# an

"anti-worker posithon”, he said. “Wa
urpe Isdbs 10 pecognise itsraleas a
Rlobal sleward. [mdis shouhd ban en.
doaalfsn and suppart the global
ban,” b sald

e also calbed for atrict laws regu-
Iwiimg ibe ape of hazardows pesii-
cldes, addisg that the 6814 W& an
whosve? wis polletisg the environ
mant bo claan it up. “There |4 siFang
evidence that pesticides are funda-
meerytally negative. There i no paint
in deaving 1" IUF-AsigPacifie In-
fermation and Rescarch Officer Jos
per Goss sall,

“Thig is an i3 fundnmendsl iy of

VAT JyE e

TR TS, -m-'r ght o hawe 1 8a
, k 1 -\.'!-mull'll
BN A e chrmbca .1. chemical which
s alternatives. It need et be waed,
e mated, adding tha woekers ke
aetlve role in demanding a ban of
the e 5f harmifisl peasit e

=a guarier of the incomae of |
agricultural warkers wad
apent on hoalthe o workers ko
imerest, bodh intermaof health and
Eeanim i o domasd sxlor working
sowirenments,” Goss said,

Zarajent V Rongam, cxosmive di-
vector, Pesticide Action Metwork
(AN 8 that the 158 billien dellar

pesticlde industry wa Tuencing
@overnimends from slapping banson
hi mrdous chemicala

“The use of peTsomal probeciive
equipment by wockers handling pes-
Uicidis % a5 gol praclical,” shi said.
“The Protective prar Wene not 1o-
lally [ealproal, the cmis were pro-
nibitive nnd thedr us® in humid, hot
climates was not praciical.” she

retary of K
Munieipa] Workers' Unbon, and Jaas
kamar C of Thanal alis sere pirei-

We urge India to
recosnise its role
a global steward.
India should ban
endosulfan and
support the globa

ban , 'ﬂi
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DEMANDING ATTENTION: National Human Rights Commission Cﬁairmfm K.G. Balakrishnan hearing
arievances af Endosulfan vietims at the Collectorate conference hall in Kasaragud on Saturday.

Special centres for victims mooted

Staff Reporter

KASARAGOD: National Human

Rights Commission Chair-
man K.G. Balakrishnan has
suggested special centres to
accommodate the Endosul-
fan victims in Kasaragod, ¢s-
pecially children, so that their
parents, most of them daily
wage workers, could go out
far job.

The authorities should
take adequate steps to help
the victims™ Kin, the majority
of them indebt due to mount
ing medical expenses

Whether the Centre should
involve itsell in helping the
affected, he said “the Centre
can <o o as it 18 doing in the

* NHRC to bring Issue to Manmohan's attention

* Chairman visits houses of Endosulfan victims

(451 Lilr
tragedy.”

The NHRC would submit
its recommendations to the
Union Health and Agricul-
ture ministries and draw spe-
cial attention of the Prime
Minister on the grave health
situation  prevailing  here.
Considering the gravity of the
siluation, the NHRC might
send all its members to assess
the situation.

{On a nationwide ban on
hazardous pesticides like En-

the Bhopal

jLEd

dosulfan, he said the issue did
not come under the purview
af the NHRC as it was not a
competent body to assess
health hazards due to use of a
pesticide and such decision
must come from the
governmeny.

He said it was for the gov-
ernment to decide on puni-
five action against the PCK,
which is being held respon-
sible for the aerial spraving of
Endosulfan.

“NHRC can only make its

recommendations on a give
issue,” he argued.

Kasaragod MP P. Karunak
aran;  Manjeswaram ML
C.H. Kunhambu: district pan
chayat president P.F. Shy
amala Devy; Collector Anan
Singh; Deputy Director «
Health Services Uma Mahes
wari; and District Medical 01

ficer Jose DMCruz: wer
among those who attende
the programme.

The NHRC Chairman late
visited some houses of th
Endosulfan victims at Belloa
and Bovikanam panchavat
in the district and hear
grievances of the families. H
also visited a medical camp a
Perla,
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Nﬁﬂc deplores stand of Central

government on endosulfan

™

Calls for national and global ban on the toxic pesticide

specinl Corresp imdem

NEW DELHI; Skamming the Con-
tral government’s stand on
thie use of toxic pesticide en-
bosullan @z leuding W “a
grave violation of human
rights" the National Human
Kights Commission (NEIRC)Y
has calked for a nationwide
han. lidia shouli #lso ngrec
ton globul han, said the Cam
mission, which alss Pocam-
mendad  hagher
enssd ien for victims

Ls et submitted on
the KHRL panel ac-
government of 12-
noring the Notsamnl Instibule
(kcapational  Health
W1 stedy detailing the
ful eff-cts of the pesti-
o Ui health and devel-
b ol children in anarth
5 village. Aemal spray:
ingof the pesticude apgsats Lo
mave causcd neuro-behavioi-
raldi 1=, congenital mal-
formation: iR e and
reprriclective  abn winalitics
it bowve  Following  the
SO s 402 tv, the Kef-
aly governnieil had forbid
aen the veeof eadosullan. bal

———

= ‘Governmeat has ignored National Institute of
Occupatianal Health study”

s ‘Canduct a nation-wide survey of populations
affected by use of endosalfan™

this ban has been easily cir-
cumvened,” saaml Lhe KHRAL
report

When  the Consmission
sl @ foam o Kerala for an
independdent investigathen in
November, they confirmed
that medical disorders <till
comtimued in high numbsers
eren while “the reliel sanc-
tionied by the government of
Kerala has made very Litthe
impact becaase 18 s mewle,
irregular amd somelines -
|--||.|=.r-.l of f hefore il reaches
the inend o bene fciaries.”

At the international level,
I nelizwns B canly fsbicm | et
wvobed xgainsta worldwidde ban
on endosalfan at the last re-
wiow meeeting of the Sfock-
holm Convention in October
210k At that meeting the In-
dian  povernment  clanesd
that there was B scientific
basis for a ban, Jdespie the

— —

MIOH s comprehensive study
showing that ¢edoml:
serious nnd long-term effeels
an health snd esvironement
Simoe The 20032 atudy, 60 oth-
er nalions Isave banned the
peslicide,

“When it dlnims a lack of
seienlific evidende, the gov-
ernment of India is cither be-
ing disingenuois ar
dhsewning the work of the
premier Institute of medical
research Lhal it has set up,”
gaid the NHRL report, “Its di-
reclives fo the ICMA to me-
wiew sisstudy, kmplics that the
govermmend finds ils conclu
sims inconveniont.”

The Commission =il it
was “decply trowhled” by the
implicatiors of this sland and
the comsequenoes it already
had on human righls in India
and ther countmes b which
Inddian wompanies hsd ex

poried the pesticide

Heliel and rehabilitation

The NHRC recommended
that the govermmeem comduct
s natsn-wide survey of pop-
ulations that have been of
fected by the use of
endosulian apd help the Sate
governments provide relicl
amd long-term rebobilitation,
inchuding the establishiecmst
afaCentrally sponsored jxll-
alive core haspital in Kamra
gode district of Kerals, where
at beast &, 000vicRims live in 11
villages

The State government has
beeweny asked Lo pay af least Hs, 5
lskh to the familbes of the dead
and severcly dizabled. and
Hed kakh 1o the other dis
ahled, with financial help
from the Contre. It hoas been
asked o ensure that the in-
creased reliefispaid regularly
and completely (o the victims
and their families, ard im
prove  health  Facilibles  for
ihem

The two governments have
been ghven eight weeks Lo e
spopd Mo the  NHHECS
reonhin ndatinngs

28 January 2011

/ﬁjffghr of Endosulfan victims

SIS

CANDID GESTURE: Volunteers of Mahatma Education and Charitable Trust enact a street play before the

Secrefarial in the city on Thursday to portray the plight of the victims of Endosulfan in Kasaragod.
— PHOTO: 5. GOPAKUMAR

2011
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Sudheeran flays Centre S

Expriss Hows Sarvice
Kazargod, March §

CONGRESS leader V M Sud-
heeran has contradicted the
statement of Unibon Agricul-
ture Minister Sharad Pawar
that endosiilfan was a harm-
less posticide.

Addressing me-
diapersons at the
Press Club here on
Thursday, Sudheer-
an said that various
loblxbes were at work
to retain endosulfan
in the country,

“While 74 coun- "

Ll Inge

tries have banned
endosulfan, the
Central Govern-
ment is taking a
stand favourable
1o the pesticide
lobby in the coun-
1ry. These coun-
tries banned endo-

sulfan afer r|1||1ll|-r|!|.n:|,: [0
haustive studies about its
harmful effects,” he said,
The pesticide lobby played
an active rabe in dizsuading
the country from taking a
stand in favour of the coun
try-wide ban on endosulfan
at the Steckholm Convention

stand on endosulfan

on persistent organic poilut-
ants, Sudbesran added.

He later addressed the vol.
unteers who were holding an
Indefinite fast in fromtof the
Plantation Corporation
godown in Peria, demanding
thie corporation w0 help endss
sulfan victims.

THEsf @@ HINDU

12 March 2011

/ 12§31 -rm

Banned pesticides being used in India, admits Pawar

Sujay Mehdudia

MEW DELHE: Agriculiure Minis-
ter Skarsd Pawar on Fridoy
acdmitted in the Hajya Sabha
that 67 pesticides banned or
restricled in & number of
countries are being freely
used in India,

Replying to questions dur-
ing qquestion hour, Mr, Fawar
said 27 pesticides, including
calcium \.:\'ilﬂilll.'. have been
banned for manulacture, im-
port and use in Indin. Nicotin
sulfate mnd captafol  have

been hanmned for use but their
manufaciure is allowed for
export I-'uurpu.-ilu'n']eful‘l'lld-
lstions have been hanned for
import, manufacture and wse,
whibe seven others have been
withdrown. Thirteen pesti-

eq, including endosulfan,
are allowed with restricltions.
Asked why these pesticides
were being allowed in India,
Is= said that only some coun-
have banmed iheir use,
while others sach as Brazil
amd Australia continue 10 usc
them. “We take all precau-

= 2T pesticides banned
for manafacture, import
and use in India

# Thirteen , including
endosulfan, allowed
with restriction

tions in allowing use of these
pestickles. Certain countries
have banned them, but cer-
taip couniries hove allowed
their use. We have taken the
opinion of the scientific com-

munity and consilered the
imterest of the farming com-
L LTREAY ifi allowing their use,”

Om reports of the presence
of high level of pesticides in
fruits and vepetabdes in cities

like Delhi, Mr. Fawar said
samples were collected from
time (o time and appropriate
action was taken,

On the use of endosulfan,
Mr. Pawar said four different
committees of scientists have
cortified it s being safe for
wse, However, in view of re
quest from the Keraln gow,
ecrnment itz use had been
disallowed in Kerala. Similar
request has been received
from Karnatsks and use of
embosulian is in the process
of being stopped in the State,

/

$Thelndian EXPRESS
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L

R Endasuiion |

R L™

NCW asks Cent: e to take steps to contain menace
AN ENDOSUL SRS Sl St

Prabaakar Hac Yorugasl |EN
Mt DelRi, March 12

apennid v the points as roised
n the petition.

I'he National Human
Kights Commission (NHRCh
nas alpeady asked the State
rtu.|11 in Hights Cammisgion
ss fled

THE National Commiztian
for Wamen (2CW b hae aghad

“In :hx .1rﬂl.[l.'l|l:1-.'r| the

arising o petitioner explained the

wrsar by Ehue hoof mare than 560 peo-
Toenil MNa ayald in Basar
whers T The NCW IJESEEd In hig gecond
Lt emphnsisal on

this direction on a
petition filed by
Suprame Court
advacate and rights
activist Radhaxkanta
Tripathy

hat for the Fauly of

Kamta Tripatimw.
T ton ¢

xplaing the

el by anenld misor-
mury and numeor-
nel mental chal

Lt aunlifs

dren W the
T I casiied Ny
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Survey identifies 4,000
victims of Endosulfan

Fov Muathew

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Fvi-
dence 1= mounting on the il
elfeels of Endosulfan sprayed
oneashew plantations in Kas-
aragod district, even as the
Union governmenl conlinues
to be ambivalent on the issue.
A survey done by the
Heslth Department has wen
tified nearly 4,000 victims af-
ter sereening 16,000, The
houschold  survey and the
serecning done in 11 affected
panchavats during December
amd Januwary identified 3,937
vigtims, besides 226 in nearby
panchavuls, The numbers are
Fikely to gooup al least by 500
ag the Health Department
vonlinues o receive come
plaints abowt non-inclugion
on the list, The survey and
aceomrpanving  shiudies  offi-
vially confivmed the extent of
damage done by the pesticide,
which the Centre denies,
Mohammed Asheel, Asszist-
anl Noalal (ficer of the Sneha
Suntvanam project, which is
overseeing the remedistion
progeamme for the vietims,
savs new cases will continue
to e reported as the effects of
Endosulfan will persist for

ancther 20 years, The depart-
ment has constituted an ex-
pert team o scereen freszh
CASES.

U'nion Minister for Agri-
culture Sharad  Pawar  had
maintained  in Parlinment
that :il.1l1l.l:'.":|.:llt'sil'.ll.iI.IF.I|.1H?-L'I:|
a national-level ban on Endo-
sulfan. However, Hight Lo In
formation  activigts  have
found out that no State gov-
ernment had so Gir written Lo
the Centre 1|]:l'|h.r:=j[1j." a lan
{!r:!:'.' a few farmers and the
‘Endosulfan  lobly® had
gued against the ban,

The Banerji  Commitlee
amnd KB, Singh Commitlee,
appointed by the Union g
ernment, hmd  advised  the
government against us=e ol
Enedosulfan 1=t
wilerbodies.

Endosullan s o Dol
spectrum organochloride
secticide, which is very toxn
to organismz and the cnvi
ronment. Studies in Indigand
abiroad had detected its resnd-
ues in nearly 5000 nwost
widely consumed foods, in
cluding fruits, vegetables, fish
and maeat, High levels of re
sidues were detected inoall
samples of cauliflower and
brimjal  laken in lanchi

(Jharkhand) i 2006, 1t hos
been found in grapes, guava,
rice amd mangocs i fnde (e
search studies by Shaha et ol
Komari of al. Simgh et al
Jayashree and Vasudevany
While acule laxicily Trom
1]“.' L'l:ll.'rliiL'ill COn calkso *I'!'-1H'l

and several elher problems,

chronic exposure of sialler
gquantities of pesticide over o
lomg period otz the immune
chdocrine, reproductive i
e rons svsiems, cousing
widle rangte of problems. T
health survey showed  hat
A2 victims of Endosulfon i
Foasarngod distrct woere baed
rididen

(- 2m
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EN DOSULFAN ‘REAL CULPRIT
BEHIND CRIPPLING DEFORMITIES

Harsha | ENS
Mangalore, March 20

THE asrial spraying of toxic
pesticide endosulfan has not
justleft a trail of unexplainmi
diseases and criopling defor-
mities in Patrame, Nidle and
Kokkada villages alone, but
in more than 76 villages
spread across five Assembly
constituencles,

The horeific truth has even
stunned those in the fore.
front of a campaign demand-
ing a ban on the pesticide.
The highest concentration of
mentally retarded children
im Puttur, Sullia, Beltangady,

Vitla and Bantwal Azsembly

segments had seemed no
more than a big puzzle until
an RTT activist ninned down

endosulfan as the ‘real cul-
prit’ behind these crippling
deformitics.

Sanjeev, who works as 2
precast worker in Putiur, set
out to strengthen the hands
of those demanding a ban on
endosulfan by seeking infor-
mation under the RTI from
Karnataka Cashew Develop-
ment Corporation (KCDC),
which extensively used toxic
pesticide-laden choppers to
spray cashew plantations on
the hills for over two de
cades.

Beginning from 1978 to
211, KCDC confessed to aer-
ial spraying of the pesticide
in 6,387.28 acres of cashew
plantations in more than five
Assembly constituencies.
Activist and a victim of en-

dosulfan poisoning (with a
vision of ten per cent), Srid-
har Gowida, based on his Kok-
kada experience, begun a
campaign to identify the ¢x-
tent of diseases and deformi-
ties in endosulfan-spraved
ATEAS,

Anuntiring human rights

crusader, Dr Ravindranath
Shanbhag, swung into action
by successfully convineing
gram panchayats on the need

to undertake a quick survey

of the dangerous diseases,

deformities and deaths in the
region in order to back the

state's justification in ban
ning endosulfan and eventu
ally envisage a rehabilitation
package for thousands of re-
tarded children in the hinter-
land

STheIndian EXPRESS
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“Pawar Should Quit: Vandana Shiva

Express News Service

Kasnrgod: Social activist
Vandana Shiva said here on
Sunckay that Unbon Agricul-
ture Minister Sharad Pawar
was responsible for not ban-
ning Endosulinn in the coun-
try. Delivering the keynote
address at the national con-
vention demanding ban on
Enddasulian held at the Mu-
nigipil Conference hall here,
Vandana Shiva said Sharad
Pawar should resign from
Union Ministry because of
his support te the Encosul-
fam. She said if he was not
ready to resign on his own,

BATTING FOR ENDOSULFAN VICTINS: Vandana Shiva speaking at the convention demanding
a ban on Endosulfan in Masargod en Sunday MCTuRD: Daralss

Prime Minisfier Manmohan
Singh and ANOC president
Sonia Gandhi should expel
him from the ministry,

Vandana Shiva said Shar-
nd Pawar was eorrupt, She
saicl that he had misled Par-
liament on the Endosulfan

issue. Describing Endosulfan
as a deadly poison, she said
thiz poison should not be al-
lerwed 1o be used,

Deadly chemicals were
once used in war, bat & was
now being used in agricul-
ture to kil the poople skawly,

she said. She said Sharad
Pawar should visit here and
sei the victims of Endosul-
fan. She said the profit from
the tax exemption given to
the 10C in ericket should be
usiegl for the refualblitation of
the victims.,

Vandana said Sharad
Pawar and some scientists
were keeping silenee on En-
dosulfan,

Forest and Wildlife Minis-
ter Benoy Viswom, P Kar-
unakaran MP, ¥V M Sudheer-
am, MLAs K V Kunhiraman
amd K Kunhiraman, district
panchayvat president P P
Shyamala Dena, K P Satheesh
Chandran, T a=zif ali,
Narayanan Peria and T C
Madhava Panicker addmssed
the convention.
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Vandana Shiva to launch
drive against Endosulfan

To visit Kasaragod today to express solidarity with victims

Special Correspondent
KOCHI: Environmental activist
Vandana Shiva will visit Kas-
aragod on Sunday to express
solidarity with the victims of
Endosullan.

She will meet Unien Minis-
ter for Environment Jairam
Ramesh soon as part of o na-
tional compaign for a ban on
the pesticide,

Addressing the media here
on Saturdav, she =aid the
campraign wioald be aimed at
taking up the 1ssue at the in-
ternational level. A meeting
Loy be convened by the United
Muations was expected o con-
sider o ban on the pesticide in
different countries soon, she
sald

She alleged that the Union
movernment was not 1;|I-{|r'|1_t
up the case of ban on the pes-
ticide because of the inffaen-
e exerled by vested
inlerests. A ban would be o
significant step in the crusade
against  harmful  pestivides,
she added,

Multinational companics
engaged In business
were thriving with the sup-
porl of the Union govern-
ment. Anbi-farmer  policies,
such us import of palm oil,
were being adopted by the

Al |_'Ir

17 April 2011

£

i

ECO CONCERNS: Environmental activist Vandana Shive addressing a meeting
oryganised by the Organic Kerala Charitable Trust in Kochi on Saturday.

government, she pointed out,

Adopting organic methods
of agriculture Lo rmse a varie-
ty of crops would help the
people leawd a more healthy
life. High agriculture produc-
tion would be o failure ifit led
to dizeazezs among people
Punmjab  had increased its
grain output, but the high in-
cidence of diseases caused by
pusticide  residues- had  be-

Colmie IO COnceErn
‘Food i= about health and nu-
trition,” she said

a4 CAlsE

Call to Farmers

She urged farmers of Ker-
ala to take up a multi-crop
pattern of agriculture. A book
on jackfruit-based cuisine
was to be published by a val-
untary organisation based in
[Yelhi ina bid to propagate the

multiple vses of the fruit

F".:1I'|:|'|‘_ﬁ'|1|'-\.'|H:5i|'.'|1 s
mar organised by the Orga
Kerala Charitable Trust

RY. Varma, Chairm
Kerala Bio-Diversily b
environmental activists ;
experts such as CM. Joy. |
Balachandran, M.K. Pras
K.5 Purushan, C R Ne
kantan and K.V, Javakur
Sprke.
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- "Stockholm Convention will

discuss global ban on endosulfan

Roy Mathew

| THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:  The
world will be watching India
as the conference of parties to
the Stockholm Convention
meet in Geneva from April 25
to 29 to discuss, among other
things. a global ban on the
pesticide endosulfan,

India was the only member
country to take a stand

| against the ban at the Sixth
Meeting of the Persistent Or-
ganic  Pollutants  Heview
Committee to the Conven-
tien that recommended the
| ban last year.

Domestic opposition to In-
dia’s stand has been growing
ever since. However, the Cen-
tral government has not re-
lented. A national convention
was held in Kasaragod on
Sunday to press the Centre to
change its stand.

Already 81 countries have
either banned or decided to
phase out endosulfan, while
27 are still using the insecti-

cide. There is strident de-
mand for its ban in countries
such as the Philippines. The
stand those countries would
take on the Review Commit-
tee's recommendation at the
conference of parties is to be
seen. As of now, 173 countries
are parties to the Convention
and about 20 chemicals have
been approved for elimina-
tion, restriction or curtailing
of unintentional production
under the Convention with or
without exemptions,

India exports about 50 per
cent of its production of en-
dosulfan and the manufactur-
ers are pressing the Union
government to oppose the
move for a global ban, They
say that the ban would de-
prive the farmers of a cheap
and effective broad spectrum
pesticide.

However, non-governmen-
tal organisations and individ-
uals campaigning against the
pesticide note that endosul-
fan caused more than 150 dis-

eases  and  abnormalities,
many of them severe in na-
ture.

Health surveys under ex-
pert supervision identified
more than 4,000 victims in
Kasaragod district of Kerala
alone and their numbers are
growing. More than 500 pa-
tients were bedridden, while
about 2,000 needed assist-
ance to move around.

Various abnormalities
have been found among the
population near the estates of
the Plantation Corperation of
Kerala, where aerial spraving
of endosulfan had been done
for more than two decades
The insecticide was found to
be persistent in the environ
ment for years,

A chemical has to be per-
sistent, bio-accumulative and
capable of endangering hu-
man health and long-range
transport to attract ban un-
der the Stockholm Conven-
tion which deals with
persistent organic pollutants.

-

19 April 2011

State to press Centre for Endosulfan ba

Conference of parties to Stockholm Convention begins in Geneva on April 25

pa

Specinl Correspondent

THIRUVANAKTHAPURAM: Thi
Keraln government will press
he Cenire Lo pla sland in
fvour of o global ban on the
production and wse of Endo-
sutlfan al a conference of par-
tes o the  Stockholm
Convention on Persistent Or-
ganke Follutants begimning m
Lieneva on April 25

Chict Minister v
Achuthanandan said here on
Monday that he would seon
wrile o the U e dieman
ing that it change its stand.
The Centre was adopting a
eruel stand. ignoring the tra-
vails of the victims of Endo
sulfun. The State government
wonld send Uhe indings of ex
pert leams on Endosulfan lo
the convention secretaria

Forest Minister Benoy Vis-
wom demanded that India

-

V.S Achuthenamdan savs
e will soon write fo the
Ceatre seeking a change
in its stard.

suppaort the recommendation
for o glohal ban on Endosul-
fam al the convention
Addressing o ppress confer-
enee here, the Minister sakd
the Centre shoubld end il=

“hide and seck”™ in respect of
Endosulfan amd sympathise
with the wvictims.  [mdi's
stamad at Stockholms should
nsl b determined by orade
intenests, he said adding “the
perlicy of Union Minisier [or
Agriculture  Sharmd  Pawar
shoubd nod become Uhie coasns

trs policy
Mr. Viswom recalled that
o wrilten to the Union

H E
Mecting of the Persistent Cip-
ganic Pallutants Haoview
Committer o the conven
piom. However, the Cenloe 1g-
nored his call. [t dropped oot

of the dhseussens ot e corm

mitles, which had since e

ommended a ban. He would
wrlte to the Contre sgmn to
press for the ban.

He called upon all o j
the protest and  signal
CInpaiEn against thie Cien
government = <timd on En
sulfan, Inslia fuces B4
tonnes of Endosulfan o v
and halfl of i€ = bemg u
within the couniry

He said the Stale Foa
Pepariment hal suppes
theat estates of the Plantit
Corporation of Kerala {1

afeas o] hasaragog distr
taken back by the o
ment on expiry of the e

and st apart §

only with resp
where i =)
sullan hid
F 1
e
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‘India should join consensus on

Endosulfan ban; Vandana Shiva

Says Sharad Pawar succumbing to pesticide lobby

Special Correspondent

KANNUR: Environmental activ-
ist Vandana Shiva has called
upon the Union government
for an absolule ban on manu-
facture, supply and use of En-
dosulfan in the country,

Delivering the kevnote ad-
dress at a national convention
on ban of Endosulfan held in
Kasaragod on Sundav, Ms
Shiva said that India should
stand with the call for Endo-
sulfan ban at the Stockholm
Convention on Persistent Or-
ganic Pollutants, The country
wotlld be izolated from the in-
ternational community if it
did not join the global con-
sensus on Endozulfan ban,
she said adding that the call
for the ban was being opposzed
by what she called the “pesti-
cide lobby.”

She alleged that Agricul-
ture Minister Sharad Pawar
was succumbing to the lobhy,
She recalled the Minister's
exclusion from the panel con-
stituted by the government
for drafting the Lokpal Bill as
demanded by the civil society
in the country.

Observing that corruption
was rampant in the country,
Ms. Shiva said that corrup-
tion should not be confined to
just bribery. Distortion of
facts, attempts 1o mislead
people and suppression of
truth jeopardising the peo-

RECOGMITION: Environmental activist Vandana Shiva honouring retired
agricultural officer Leelakumari Amma, who first highlighted the health issies
relating to the use of Endosulfan, in Kasaragod on Sunday.

ple’s interests were various
firms of carruption, she said
calling for steps to curb them
at all levels

Various studies on Endo-
sulfan had proved beyond
doubt the ill-effects of the
pesticide on human body. She
alleged that the latest panel
study being conducted by a
Central government panel
was evewash, Such efforts
should be callectively resist-
ed by the people, she said.

The convention was held
by the Endosulfan Virudha
Samara Samithi. Organizsing
committee chairman K.P
Mohamed Kunhi presided

over the function. The con-
vention was inaugurated by
Forest Minister Benoy Vis-
wom. Endosulfan victim Sha-
hina read out the citizens’
declaration of Endosulfan
ban. Ms, Shiva also honoured
Leelakumari Amma who was
said to have first brought out
the plight of the victims of the
pesticides spraying in Kasa-
ragod district.

Senior  Congress  leader
V.M. Sudheeran delivered the
solidarity speech at the con-
vention. Calling on the Cen-
tral government to join the
call for banning Endosulfan,
he said the State government

should play a vital role and
send an all-party delegation
Lo exert pressure on the Cen
tre to take a positive stand for
the ban at the Stockholm con
vention. He said Chief Minis
ter V.5, Achuthanandan hadd
promised that the govern-
ment would take the imitia-
tive to send the delegation. P.
Karunakaran, MP, Indian
Lawyers” Congress State
president T. Asaf Ali, social
activist C.R. Neelakantan.
district panchayat president
P.C. Shvamala Devi and Kas-
aragod municipal chairman
T.E. Abdulla were present at

the convention. /
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s Victims pin hopes on Stockholm

Convention for Ban on-Endosulfan
The Convention is expected to discuss a global ban on Endosulfan

by Kalathil Ramakrishnan

Kasargod: The people of
the district, who are hit by
the spraying of Endosulfan,
are looking forward to the
Stockholm Convention on
Persistent Organic Pollut-
ants (POPs), wihich will mest
in Geneva in Switzerland
from April 25 to 29, for a ban
on the deadly pesticide,

According to official fig-
ures, there are a total of 11
Endosulfan-affected grama
panchayats in the district
and as many a5 3,548 people
are suffering from various
discases caused by the spray-
ing of the pesticide.

The Health Department
had confirmed that all of
them were victims of Endo-
sulfan while anather 500
had died of Endosulfan-re-
lated diseases.

The Stockholm Convens

tion is expected to disouss a
global ban on Endosulfan,
Last year, the UM POPs Re-
vigw Committee (FOPRC),
after a rigorous process for
evaluating Endosulfan, had
recommencded listing of the
pesticide a5 a new persistent
organic pollutant (POPF) for
worldwide elimination,

But India was not in fa-
vour of the ban. Environ-
miental activists had raized 2
hue and ery in the country
demanding that India join
ather countries in demand-
ing ban on Endosulfan.

The 27-nation Europenn
Uniom amd the governments
of Canada Australia, Indone-
sin, Mew Zealamd, Malaysia,
South Korea and Sn Lanka
hawve taken decisive steps to
protiect human health and
the environment by phasing
out and banning Endesulian,
according toanti-Endosulfan

activists.

In June last vear, the 'S
Environmental Protection
Agency had announced its
dleeigion o terminate all vees
of Endosulfan because it
posed unacceptable fAsks to
agricultural workers and
wildlife, ancd can persist in
the environment, they said.

The national convention
aeainst Endosulfan held here
o Suntliy had made a strong
demmand for the ban on Endo-
salfan at the Stockholm Con-
VL,

The convention exhorted
ta boveott the scientists, of-
ficials and the public who
support Endasulfan.

The meet also demansded
that the Central and State
Governments jointly pay the
l:'||||LEH'|1.-\-:|.I!1-:m { 5] I|11,' Wi
tims

ut the view of the Union
Ministry of Agriceliure was

that a ban on Endosulf:
would be made only on
strengih of the report of
NCW COMMISSIoN appoint
by the Central Governmes

The new commission vi
ited some of the affected 2
eas here on April 15. Anoth
vigit is due shorthy,

But the Pesticide Man
factures’ Association, whis
had held a media conferen
in Chennai a few montl
ager, savidd that the diseases
Kasargod district might ha
caused by some other facto
than the spraying on End
sulfan.

It had alleged that the E
ropean lobby was behind i
demand for ban on Endas
fan, “a cheap and effectis
pesticide™,

The agitation against Er

dosulfan was funded by 1]

Furopean lobby, it had 2
|l.'|.'.1.'l.|..
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fExpeditc

J. Balaji

LI

N'I.I

NEW DELHI: The Mational

Human Rights Commis-
sion (NHRC)Y has asked
the Kerala government Lo
expedite relief measures
in the form of financial
and medical assistance to
victims affected by the in-
discriminate use of pesti-
cide Endolsulfan,
particularly in Kasaragod
district,

The commission di-
rected the State govern-
ment to make use of the
services of a charitable
trust which had volun-
teered to set up special
schools and hospitals for
Endosulfan victims.

The NHRC held a

meeting here on Tuesday
to review the implemen-
tation of its recommen-
dations on the
Endosulfan issue.

Seeretary of the Indian
Council for Medical Re-
search (ICMR), who par-
ticipated in the meeting
told the meeting that an
epidemiological  study
was already going om in
the area through the local
Calicut Medical College
and the data was likely to
be available soon. The
IC M had already consti-
tuted a committee to ex-
amine the NIOH report
on Endosulfan.

This committee would
algo  evaluate the data
generated by the Medical

College and help in plan-
ning further studies by
them. The committee
would also be requested
to examine the feasibility
of conducting a study in
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Harvana and
Karnataka.

A meecting to review
the action laken on the
proposed activities of the
Kerala government cov-
ering social security as
well as medical facilities
for the victims of Endo-
sulfan use would be held
after two months, the
NHRC said.

Additional Health See-
retary of the Central gov-
ernment said a health
team had wvisited Kerala

relief for Endosulfan victims: NIIRC

recently o discuss the as
sistance which could be
provided by the Health
Ministry for Endosulfan
victims.

The Health Ministry
would seek to provide for
up gradation of medical
facilities in the affected
area

The Kerala govern-
ment, which sought mde-
guate  financial  and

medical help from the
Centre for providing re-
lief to Endosulfan vic-
tims, said the monthly
szziglance to the 4,273
Endosulfan victims had
been increased by the
Kerala government to
Rs.2.000 from Rs 300
from December 2010, /
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/" VS leads anti-endosulfan
signature campaign

- N

C;N],q |
pLe
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Chief Minlster V 5 Achethanandan insugersting the sigasture campaion againgt endosulfan on Wedsesday | Exjees Frosad

T Puram: In an aftempt 1o
make the Union Government
takee i stand against the use
of endosulfan at the Stock-
holm Convention. a signa-
ture campaign at the initia-
tive of the Anti-Endosulian
Campaign Committes was

—
B

held here on Wednesday.
Insugurated by Chief Min-
iEter 'V S Achuthanandan at
1030 2. i was attended by
a galaxy of Ministers and
cultural lenders, Mimisters M
A Baby. M Vijayakumar,
Bincy YViswam, Mullakkara

Ratnakaran and P* K Sreema-
thi took part in the signature
campaign. The campaign,
which collected over 400 sig-
naturesin aday, aleo saw the
participation of cminent
personalibies such as P Oow-
inpallni, Sugathakamari,

Lenin Rajendran, Pukasa
seerelary ¥V N Murahi, Shaji
W Karun and Madhasood-
hanan Mair among others
I eollected AagTkilures
were send b the Union Min-
eiry of Enviromiment snel

Forests in tho evenang. £33

w
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“Ban on Endosulfan Will not End the Problem

Studies have revealed that most of the pesticides used by the farming community
in Keralu ond elsewhere in Indfa are as toxic asendosulfan

tsy By Nambsiss

Kiehels The Stockholm con-
wenbom on periibent fagan-.
e ot ez Bl
Al 25 te 239 il bogrlully
fixnis et gteps 0 contra the _
uso of dengerous peilicades,  suspee
i tirdiengy 1L
araggidy 18 that even if it is

tanned thethrem of eepally  ing high

Iy in the reglon wene

fosullam. The iscace. Mhoat of s were

16 1o bee bt

aesd WHI, cit-
Ty

harméal pesteides will oon-
i, Stadies have nevealod
hat st of the potirhdes
el by the farening comas-
wrlty i Kerala and elsewhers
i Lredia ary &3 vorle ax En-
akenifam. The chemicals s
suspeciod I triggey choges-
ous dfibeases, incloding cin-
e

Ervirommentalisng had
been ohserving Kuriassd,
thar rie bl of Keralm, for
decades on sccount of the
Inereaning rate of ancer
pases, A 10403 study of ths
Thinsasanthapuracn Medi
il Codlege bad reooedod ghat
the rateof canser (capocially
af lip, stomach, skin amd

sty of Dir P Inction Deviod

The increasing ke of
wrrenally-getnrded birtin in
the ten plantations of
Wayanwd and curdla

eawse of

i The plamia-
thons ik posea
serions threa o bicdivenaty
s=woell, For instanoe, Phe o,
e ferarsd in amge eramilsis
i Keraln, ke a ranity, The e
nen? Widespread e of rn
wlesantifan amed furca, bemnel
Try sy cxaariies, including
e ELJ

Mrapd s ssmend sy
conducted by the
Stave Ceuncil for Sa
Teeknology aswl Envin
ment (KBCSTE]
anes the view. 81
af birds and anim:
Soncerwd tin b facing, P Whireat

uf extinckion B nur varvey
aays V B Vigasar, former

sty Bogrd, &l a
the panel which comductol
the sy,

Mangy of the widely- sl
chmicals in B orgion, in

chaEng faron , chabes. e,
Ui, graoea swad,
were found 1o be i the
banred 1l of several na

wirchmen! and Scieece,
Dt

Chemioals sach s aldrio,
heptachlor am! endosuliay
et ehetoetedl Brom dhe blood
samples of patbenis in The
Fegion.

Cases of adherie health
fmpact were neporten] foom
iries’s padhly, eobion and
vegrtably bell o well Acube-
b e imsertieades, indhud-
ing mafoephos, which i
banned inthe U5, e it
dinck here.

Unfortunatily, scieniizs
are anabde 1o Back gy Ul
claims with wlGosnt evi-
dence dhic 1o ek of scien-
tific and syElcmatic studies
o the cause of theas dis-
cases. “There it no schentific
parcodl tx endone: the clasm

B m--‘-':#- cotnae  that chemicale usd is (ke

teh i

mame acameet  fickls are causing the dis-

lseh “A i froen Aloharin  exses,” a Kerals-hases] agri-
Filmnerdaily combe st beaat  cultwral icientist sakl on
10w CARMT patients Innu-  oondition of aEsayity

srecrablgigm e of alurtion,
ssorilityg i i, -

Yl o

“Taitially, the same hap-
sxil i Ehve caose of endonasl -
lan. Whem the senptor
the problem were n
first, there was no sewnbific

4 B Sy iamma etedy b prove the reason,

fk the Cenitae rBn-  she maid ENE
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"Endosulfan ban: Kerala
team to meet Manmohan

State will observe April 25 as Anti-Endosulfan Day

Spectal Correspondent
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The
Cabinel in Wednesday decid
vil tav semel an all-party debe
girlion b Ul Conlee to press
s support to the pro
or g@lobal ban on Endo
n ool the conference of
sartiesof the Stockholm Con-
yention on Persistent Orga-
Fallwtnnts

th Minister P.K. Sree-
mathy will head the delega-
tin which will meet Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
and urge him that the coantry
should suppart the proposal,

Briefing the media aiter a
Cabinet meeting. Chief Min-
sler V5 Achuthanandan
nated that the expert com-
mitter of the Convention had
recomarended glabal ban on
Endosalfan after 10 years of
sludies

Dreadliz weas opposing the ban
without even constdering the
soope for getling  funding
fraom the United Nations for
using altermatives to Endo
sulfanm, Already, 81 countrics
banmed the pesticid.
whitle 37 were undecid

The Chief Minister noted
thiat the Centezl government
had ot vet shown willing-
mess Do give any assistance to

P.K. Sreemathy, Health
Mirester, will head the
Sterte delegation,

the State for payment of com-
pensation to the victims of
Emdosulian and their rehahil-
latbesti

It had submitted 5 com
pensation package of Ks 2i7
crore a5 directed by the Na-
tional Human Rights Com
mission and a rehabilitation
package of Rel25 crore for
Central assistance
AMr, Achuthanandan said 16
had studicd the effect
wuban on the peoples
gl dhistrict during
The past 10 wears, 11 was groel
for the Centre L bnsist on
subjecting the victims to fur
ther studies. The Centre was

* Mass pledge in a2l
districts on Monday

* 81 countries have
banned Endosulfan

scaffing st the victims and the
people

e sald Kerala would ob-
serve April 25 the day on
which the coaference ol par-
thes begins im Geneva, Swit-
serlamd, a8 Anti-Endasulfan
Dy, Mass pledges would e
taken at all district headqguear-
ters on the dey against Endo-
sulfan, & Minister would be in
charge of organising the pro-
test incach district. The Chief
Sinster will sttencg the fune
tioam in Thirusanant hapguram

He assured that the gow-
crnment was taking steps lor
decontaminaiion of the 1=
rasment in Lhe affectod areasx
and supply of pure drinking
water hesides giving various
assistances 1o the viclims
Mainy women in the affected
Areas were resorting to abor-
tion fearing that their chil-
dren would be born with ol
abmormalities

o

See abio Page 4

Implement NHRC
report, says NGO

Call for total ban on Endosulfan

gen * Agks Centre to join
International
consensus

HEW DELHI: The non-govern
mantal organisation Toxie-
aWatch Allance (TWA) has
urged the Centre to ban the
pesticide Endosulfan
immediately

Indiscriminnte use of the
chemical in cashew planta
tipne in Kazaragod district
and mljoining areas for sever-
ul vears has feportedly coused
side-effects, in alarming pro-
partiods, to the local people,
leaving many with deformi-
ties andd genetic disorders
The issue has trigeired a oo
rigx of agitations by XNGOs
andl political partics

TWA  convener  Goopal
Krishna, in a petition to the
Calinet Committee on Eco-
e Adfairs on Tuesday, re-
called the recommendations
of the Notional Human
Hights Commission (NHRELC)
i December 2000 suggesting
i todal bam on the pesticide.

1 wryge you Lo resist the un
ethical and immoral inAuen

= HFIW members
stage protest in
Hew Delhi

ffth meeting of the Confer-
ence of the Parties o the
Stockholm  Convention  on
Persistent Organic Pollutants
in Geneva from April 25 to 29
The NHEC had asked the
Centre to “join the interma-
thomal consensus at e Geme-
va mecting and permit the
listing of Endosulfan as an
Annexe A chemical,” he said

Protest

Meanwhile, members  of
the National Federation of
Tdizn Women (NFIW), led
by its general secretary Annie
Fnji. staged a protest in front
of Krishi Bhawan (Agricul-
lure ministryd  here  on
1.'.'|.-._I|'.1.-_~.;.'-.|;L' deminnaling a ban

o of Endosulfan  on Endosulfan, The RFIW al-
manufacturers and prolect leged that the Agriculture
the heatth of present and fu-  Ministry  was  safeguarding

the profil motives of comipa-
nies incleding multinational
ones at the expense of the life
of the |'-|_-u|1|:- A few students
of Drelhi University joined the
s1Ir

ture generations by approv-
ing amd endorsing a ban on
Endosulfan,” Mr. Krishna
soid mdlding the Indism gov
ernment should take a clear-
ul stafl on banning it in U

22 April 2011

“Union Ministers should clarity stand: VS

‘Ministers from State should press for change in Centre’s stand on Endosulfan’

Special Correspondent

* Says Centre turning a blind eye to the tragedy

ies of Stoekholm Convention
Is meeting in Geneva

THIRUYAMANTHAPURAM:  {hued
Mmizter V. 5 Achuthanan-
don  demanded  here  on
Thursday that Union Minis-
ters from Kerala should clar
iF:.' lhri!’ shamid 01 |s;|||r|!||;_'
Endosulfun.

The Chicf Minister said
there were six Central Miniz-
ters from Kerala, including
Defence Minister ALK, Anto-
ny. Of them, K.V, Thomas had
shared Union Minister for
Agriculture Sharad Pawar's
view in faveur of continued
use of Encosulfan, |lowover,

i i - anm. -

will become a laughing stock at Geneva'

= n —

he expressed regret Later fol
Iowing public protests. Bul
the Umion Mindstry of Agri-
culture vontinued Lo justify
the wse of Endosulian. Mr.
Achuthanandan said the Cen-
tral government was turning
a blind eve towards the trage-
dy in Kasaragod district.

The Union Ministry was
mantaining  that another
sty by the Indian Council

of Medical Research (1CMID
wiag needed belore :||.'n.'|1|||1|.;
o the ban

However, an carlicr study
by the ICMR in Kasaragod
district had shown that the
pesticide was dangerous, In
dia would become a laughing
stock by adopting a stamd
againzt the ban for the benefit
of Endosulfan manufacturers
when the conference of par-

He said the Central Minis
ters from Kerala should press
for change in the Central pov
ernment’s stand, Oherwise,
they shouwld sdmit their in-
whlity to do <o 1o the people.

They should also explain
‘.'.ll}' the Centre was not con
sidering  assistance o the
L'Lll'I'I[!l.'ﬂ\:.ﬂ.jn.ll‘l ardd relabialita
tion pockages submitled by

the State for Endosulfan
victims.
See also Page 6
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- Antony & Co should

make stand clear on
endosulfan issue: CM

T Puram: Chiel Minister V
5 Achuthanandan has de-
manded an explanation from
the Union Ministers from
the state regarding the Con-
tral's Government's stand
that endosulinn nesd not be
banmed.

Right from A K Antony,
wh is part of the Congress
high command, and the
AMinister of State for Agricul-
wire KV Thomas, there are
six Linton Ministers from
Kerala, KV Thomas, who
hawd initeally shared Sharad
Pawar's justifiention of the
use of endosulfan, had later
taken back what he had said
and apolagised fullowing
pathlic out rage

Yt the a'\.].;l'l.l'uil!l:ln.' L=
partimcnt still continues to
justify the vse of cndosul-
LETH

‘The approachof the Union
Agriculture Degart et that
an ICME stwly shonld be
condicted belore l!l.'t'll]llm

on the safety aspects of en-
dosulfan, at the time of the
5i;l1.ifu::|.|1l: Geneva Conven-
tion, is extremely unfortu-
nate, Achullianandan said,

Azt s, several studies
have already proved that
endosulfan is harmful amd
the Indian stand that sup-
parts the endosulfan manu-
facturersis ls-u,':nm'irq.":l mat-
ter of ridicule before the
wiarldl,

The Unien Governiment,
whiich refused to ban endeo-
sulfan even after 81 coun-
tries banned it, should also
explain why the reliel mea-
sures for the enddosulfan vie-
tims, a5 chireeted by e Huo-
man Rights Commission,
wire never considercd.

The people of Kerala are
booking intently whether the
Alinisters from Kerala would
Pl pressre on 1he Central
Government o reguest a
han on endosulfan at the
Geneva Conventinn

If they cannot do so, the
Ministers should comve out
and make their stand pulblic,
demanded the Chief Minis-
ter.

SATYAGRAHA ON APRIL 25

Demanding a stand fa-
voerabde to the ban on endo-
sulfan at the Geneva Con-
vention by the Union Go-
crnment, a satyagraha will
b held on April 25 as part of
Anti-endosulfan Day.

The satyagraha will be in-
augurated by Chiel Minister
V.5 Achuthanandan at the
Martyrs® Square at Pa-
.

Several programmes have
been orpanised at all districts
o .-'I.|'|n|. 25 A% part of the
Anti-endosulfan Day, the
responsilility of each district
being given W a minister
Minister=, poople’s represen-
tatives, enviconmentalists
and service organisationsg
will take part.

A

24 April 2011

Aplenty in Idukki

“Despite Ban, Endosulfan is

by Toby Antony

Kattappana: Idukki, with
itz vast plantation sector and
vegetable farms, is valnera-
ble to the ill-cffects of Endo-
sul fan amd other toxic pesti-
cicbes. The exorbitant use of
]:ll.-s!i-:".ﬂq'x has put human
healthat grave risk and sev-
eral cases of chronic poison-
ing, cancer and congenital
abnormalities are l'sq.'in;r‘ re=
poerted from the district.
However, further stedies
and Fescarches are vet to be
conwductesd here, Toxic pesti-
cides are widely used in car-
damom plantations of Iduk-
ki which accounts for 55
percent of the country’s pro=
duction, The use of Endosul-
fan is continuing unabated
even after the government
impased a ban on Endosul-
., The hazardous pesticide
i= ugesd ter fight fungal infioc-
tion in cardamom crops
caused by untimely and in-

ceszant rainfall.

Ascardamom fetches high
price now and with high
F il.i:lrill.].,llu' I'.'l:r||||-r-.' resoTt to
the pestickde use, ignoring
their side-cffects

Official sources =aid the
Endosulfan was h-rin“
sourced from Tamil Madn
Even as authoritics elaim
that strict measures are e
ing adopted to curb the
smugeling of Endosulfan
from Tamil Nadu, the pes-
tickde is being used widelvin
the plantations

31:::".}' |1i_|:_|1|1.' [l-ui.-.'r.-n- 3S
pesticices, fungicide, herli-
cides and other chemicals
are also being used in the
district. A povernment doe-

.~

tor in Kntappana said aroand
a5 persons had come to him
with  symptoms of cancer
during for the last one vear.
The number --F.-;niuu:e. with
Fiver, oo '|-||.-.;.';||-; aned intes-
tinal caneers has inereased
over a year, Many patients
complain of sllerge:
and skin proble

The wse of |||,'l.|_i._'

'L‘-:I‘I“I-I

s also
causes eongenital problems,
such abnormalities have
b naetioed i the Enddosul=
fan-affected areas of Kasar-
pod. Writer and journalist K
T Rajecv, who won the
Statesinan Awand for his ar-
ticle on Endesulfan, said
ldukki was facing grave dan-
Eor fromh toxic |:l|.'.\'lil.i;|-='.
"'I:'I:|=|ll.=~1||.".|ln~; are s i
vast quantity that whole
baesdiversity is getting af-
fected. Around 40 tons of
pesticiches is y=ed in |1|.\|1||;,|-
tiesns every vear putting hu-
man health e hi!;h nsk
TMsovigh the government has

imposod o ban on Endosul-
fan, the pesticide is reaching
the state from Tamil Naduin
large quantity. The planta-
tion werkers, mainly Tamil-
ians, are the worst affected,
When it rains, the pesticides
flow te river by which the
whede water sourec gets pol-
Iuted, People in the whole
stabe will be affected as the
aggriculture produsce from the
district is being sold in other
parts of the state,” Rajeey
said. Despite the tireless
campaign against Endosul-
fam, there is still good de-
mand for the pesticide
among farmers,

“There is a good demand
for tenie pesticide like Ende-
sulfan in the district. Several
farmers come o us asking
for such toxie pesticides,
Even some of them had
asked us to supply it through
backdeor sources,” James,
owner of & pesticade shop in
Eattappana, say=.
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“ Ramesh Averse to Blanket Ban on Endosulfan

New Delhi: Amid growing
demand by environment ac-
tivists and vartous political
parties for a central ban on
the use of Endosulian, Envi
ronment Minister Jairam
Ramesh on Friday said the
swould be banned
erse effect on health
il

gutlfan 12 banmed in
moct the decisbon
ment of Keraln
wre is evidence o
it haz all India
o, we will ban it

andd if
show

reporters on the sidelines of
a function here.

Ramesh was reacting toa
question on Kerala's demand
for all India ban on the pes-
ticide.

However, the minister
sai] Endesulfan was a broad
spectram pesticicde and there
are no other cost effective
altermatives to it as yet,

The country is wilnessing
a concerted campaign by a
section of the socicty gince
last few months, secking
nation-wide ban on the use

poerts of adverse effects
amung the peophe of Kasar-

rescrted to aerial spraying of
undiluted Endosulfan on ca-
shew plantations.
Ramesh sakd he was aware
of the dizaster in Kasargod
and have asked for more
evidence. “Some people say
there are other districts in
Karnataka, which have also
been affected. T am very sen-
sitive to this issue,” he zaid,
Alleging that there were
lot of lolbbies working for and
againzt the Endosulfan,
Ramesh said, “1 do not want

pro-Endoesulfan lobby.
will go by the evidence tha
have, [ fulby=upport the b
that the Kerala Governmme
has imposed. "However, &
Ministry of Agriculture w
decide ultimately on t
availability of alternative
Endosulfan, he added.

An all-party delegati
from Kerala led by Hea
Minister P K Sreemathi n
Prime Minister Manmol
Friday to press
han on Em
~

to fall victin to any lobhy -
cither the anti-Endesulfan or

god dlistrict after the Planta-
tion Corporation of Kerala

dlevel,"hetold  of Endosulfan following re- MORE:PI

Alale I Al

I: ver}-hud v's concern

SIGMATURE CAMPRIGH 4 chide! jof
ol By it Muadim St
macstedfin, in fromt of fhe 3
= FHOTD % COPAMYUMER

i v

RITLER VERSUS PAWAR: A flex baard in Kasargod lown shows the picture of Hitier sad Unise Bgrieu
Hure Misister
Sharad Plurulﬂlrﬂil-lﬂl-:‘m hulmuuhnmimr'npﬂ -ruumum Endosulfan | Express

Study Finds Health Problems in
Endn“ulfan hlt;’aleaq

Koshikoder A study an
health harardisin Endos fa -

JUE Y )
] el ¢

alirective of Chicl Minister \
5 Achuthamandan to get an
anithentie idaka cm the health
sanition of people in the
aren, The shach has coveped
arvamd 10,00 people i

RIS a0 1.5 pef

1 B ]
Eru_mulb 1 e Ot 1
Thee stuchy dlspomerod ade-
:Im - i e ol e ot iy

I\_|:|1.'I1 |I Fah |.-!
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o staying near th
| Cases of phisical
i I-I- g]n i

r " 4 i wae [ow
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BUERGHIF amnng people bl

-alfocted] grama
mt. The stk also
1 that |:|H"' rate of

partment of
Medicine, the Kor
Medical College Hospie

M o coampagatne study b
tween Mulivar grama
sancigat, where the Planta-

T |1,l:||
] hine
m i1 ks
aflocted grama
panchayatx in il siate, the
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* Prime Minister
promises to visit
Kasaragod

* “Ban if adverse
effect on health ks
proved”

the need for beung Endoe-

aulf all-Imclia level
toalel jists ket Al alele
galion  painled oul 1o Uhe

Prime Minister that there

whs el wvidenoe

the expreriv il kai Pl |
tee prove thal the pesticide
wold cause irreparuble diam
agr 1o Lhe enviromment and
human beipgs l.-x|:u-|.-._| i it

A varbier stindy of the ICME

this and “we

' v that There is

v for drging om U

el in the momee of forther

study” .

The delegation wanted D

Lis give appropriale i

ndiatook
imet Endoeul
fzn and soumzhit itz ban disrang

care ofherdisericts in

-
shipbetween the use of Emdo

anid had demanded abai

ol weas ppained
ringing ridicule o
Ak smandan said hore hisseat though his sell

Mf. AcHuChananoan e
ihat Mr. Kamesh alter
describid himreell ax

The Puncgasans Kals
Sahithia Sapghem
et s

Ramesh: Endosulfan ban
if ill effects proved

Savs evidence needed to ban it at the national level

of Kerala LAd resorted 1o 3e-
reall spraying of usdil

¢ health effects
Al the stk m

have sl

@A
| 4

‘Centre will await ICMR

report, says Manmohan

State delegation demands nationwide ban on Endosulfan

the April 25 discusson on
Stockhole convenbion omn e
usi of persistent opganic pol-
latznis fo be hald in Geneva

The §3-momber dedegation
AT i Beraln Water T
ves Winister X K Preda
[ dran, Ihevaswom
Minister Kadannapally  Ra
machandranm,  } al= @l
Houzing Minister Bemsy Vis-
ety adiel T I Minister
Jusse Theltayil: CT, Ahamed
Al and AK  Saaw
(UML) Thalekamaul
el (Comgresz), PO Thi
{Berala Uomgiess- M40
Wurlesdh: i 15Ps,
vhrabnm [Kerala Cisiigress
M AN Kajaa Babu (J55)
and [ir. Vi s (%0
chalist Janata (1 futich

LIF MPs from Kerala will
stage a dharng in Parlizment
copnplex on April 20 seckinga
han on Emdosulian amd aler
present & memorandum 1o
1. Singh

See alio Page &

e . A —

5

whamsa
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vrns both proce.
§ substanipe
conferenoe
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./ Against Endosulfan
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o gn before the Stockholm
onvention, the state on Sat-
wrdaw stepped up its protest
igainst the Centre's stand on
sylosulfan with Chief Min-
ster V 5 Achuathanandan

Minister had taken the stand
that a further study was

The Chief Minister also
criticised Unmion Environ-

Jairam Bamesh saving that
his stand was anti-environ-
ment and anti-peaple.

Mot just in Kerala, g6 vil-
lages in south Kar-
nataka were also

These ministers were also

not concemed about getting -

Commission while the state
was giving pension to 5,000

DYFI PROTEST: /0y M) wedivisd fake ont o march in Kozhikede an Tl ~'|."l:.'_'.' e the
Cendeal gpoverment's stanee on Endoswlfan. - PHOTO: 5, RAMESH KURUP

— Fd
Endosulfan Ban: VS
]
CPuram: Barely two days  ment and Forests Minister  victims at Bs 2,000 cach, he MULLAKKARA WRITES T0 PAWAR

said., Criticising Union De-
fenee Minister A K Antony,
he said that Antony did not
utter a word about the issue
despite being
the fermer

With the Prime Minister
and Environment and For-

favouring the pesticide lob-
By, he said. ENS

T'Puram: Agriculture Minister
Mullahkara Ratnakaran has
written Lo Union Agricufiure
Minister Sharad Pawar scok:
ing & nation-wide ban on
endosulfan, He also urged

gy
sdamming Prime Minister  badly affected by : i ' Chief Minister ~ Pawar to ensure India's sup-
Manmehan Singh and the  endosulfan use. Tt o . ofthestateand  poetto a gobal ban on the
UPA Government for their iz strange that . algo launching pesticide at the conference
alleged stand favouring the  Jairam Ramesh o his election ’&P‘E&‘Eﬁ 'h‘;—gtﬂ_‘::!'ﬁ:m
pesticide lobby, who hails from W campaign from (LN oo Fpraisi

= - - . R Crganic Pollutants sched-

The Chief Minister said Kamataka is feign- Kasargod. He

2 i : : ; . : uled to cpen at Geneva on

that Prime Minister's stand  ing ignerance said the notion

April 25, *It is unbecoming

that any decision to ban the  about the harmful sofarhad been  of any govemment to ignore
pesticide could betaken only  pesticide, the Chief thatonly Union  this core ssue pertaining to
hased on the ongeing study  Mindster said. Agriculture the health of the paople,”
was deplorable. He asked why Minister Shar-  Ratnakaran said in a state-
He said that though the  the six ministers in ad Pawar and  ment here on Saturday.
Indian Council of Medical  the Union Government from  the Agriculture Ministry “Epﬁmﬂd *TEME By
Eesearch's stedy report was Kerala were keeping silent were supporting endosul- :eta o bmm?ﬁc
with the Centre, the Prime  on the issue. fan. Ve e by

Centre. Ratnakaran said. It
is not enough that the ban
is effected in HKerala alone.

needed to take a decision  Central aid for the rehabilita-  ests Ministerspeaking inthe  The situation is such that the
which he conveved totheall=  tion package for endosulfan same tone, it had become  pesticide is being smuggled
party delegation from the  victims as prescribed by the  clear that the Congress and  in from neighbouring states
state on Friday. National Human Rights UPA Government were also  Under farnous names and

iesed in the plantations of
Idukki and Palakkad, ExS

/

s
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Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: An epi-
demiological study by the
Kozhikede Medical Callege
has reconfirmed that varfous
ahnormalities and diseases
were higher among the peo-
ple  in  the Endosulfan-
sprayed areas of Koasaragod
district than among the nor-
mial population. High levels of
Endosulfan was detected in
the Mood samples of villagers

of 11 panchayvats, a decade af-
ter the State-owned Planta-
tien Corporation of Kerala
stopped spraving the pesti-
cide In its estales in the
district.

The study done by the
Community Medicine De-
partment of the government
medical college, headed by T.
Jayakrishnan, showed that
the reproductive health prob-
lews  including  infertility,
precocious puberty, abortion,
intra-uterine death amd still
birth, neonatal and child
death were significantly high-
er among the villagers when
compared Lo control groups.

Among the vouth popula-

Acrert i
rrafpeferinng Confre's detnon
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o o Priday seeous

der calkd upen 1B Prime
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VS to lead ‘satyagraha’

State-wide protest tomorrow demanding ban on Endosulfan
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Partaes to the

/Medlcal study reconfirms .,
mortal effects of Endosulfan

# Study by Kozhthode medical college

* Finds high Incidence of abnormalities, diseases

tion (below the age of 40
vears), the rate of surgery for
heart diseases, hernia and ge-
nito urinary causes was high-
r.

When the prevalence of
morbidity in adolescenis was
assessed, it was found that or-
gan anomaly, birth defects,
congenital heart disease, sei-
zure, skin problems and re.
productive  disorders were
significantly higher in the
study group when compared
to control groups.
survey

Dr. Jayakrishnan and his
colleagues C. Prabhakumard
and Bina Thomas had sur-
veyed 1,200 households in 11
worst-affected  panchayais
and 850 households in the
contrel area (Banam in Ko-
dom panchayat) which is
within 30 km of the affected
villages.

Percentage of intra-uteringe

deaths was found to be double
that of Banam in Mulivar
panchayat. While percentage
of abortions was 7.7 in Muli-
yar, it was only 4.4 per cent in
Banam,

There are indications that
occurrence of hirth defects
and problems like abortions
have come down during the
past ten years. afler spraying
of Endosulfan in cashew
plantations was
discontinued.

The study team had also
done a comparison of stu-
dents at a high school a1 Bovi-
kanam in Mulivar panchayat
and Kodom Belur Governs
ment High School at Kali-
chandukam.

The height and weight of
pupils in the Bovikanam
school were found to be lower
than those st the Kalichandu-
kam school. Prevalence of
miorbidity was also higher in
Bovikanam.

tragedy for Geneva

THIRUYANARTHAPURAM

sulfan en the Kerala-Karna-
Lakis bopedeer o Larpge parts of
Punjah tided A Festering
Journey s to b shown o the
sidehines of e Conferenceof
stichlim

}F'..nu-n:u-n it U5 1]
i Momdsy
The film.  dine

‘x

Endosulfan & ?ﬁ
A0

award-winning decumentany
maker KK M, has been
made in Malasalam, English,
Fuorjabi, Hinai and Talu. The
film interrogates the legti-
ity forme and technolopies
ol killing available 1 a cul-
Lure, In an atsgcal move, il
exploresthe gevsade-like d
mensinns of pesticids
the country, rasing leoubling
guestions shoud famidiar bi-
nafes sach as mature Jluh;u'-
ture angd life and death.

An

b Enaha-

Usi:
ng in Ge

chesl by

s

Death among siblings was
9.5 per cent in Bovikanam
and 6.6 per cent in Kalichan-
chukam. Surgery due to birth
defects was also high in Bovi-
kanam.

The percentage of students
suffering from seizures and
asthma was double that of
Kalichandukarm.

The school at Bovikanam
had a 20 per cent prevalence
of skin problems amaong stu-
dents whereas it was 11 per
cent in the other school. The
prevalence of problems af-
fecting the eves was three-
fold in Bovikanaum

Hormonal  abnormalitices
weere alss noticed among the
children.

Analysis of Blood samples
of 41 persons (men and wom.
en aged belween 12 1o 62
yvears}) from the wvillages
showed presence of Endosul
fan (alfa emdosulfan and its
degradation product endo-
sulfan sulphate) ranging from
2,21 to 117,18 parts per billion.
Mast of them were people
who had come to medical
camps and none was free of
Endosulfan in blaad /
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ST ATE GEARS UP FOR MASSIVE
SHOW OF PROTEST TODAY

Chief Minister V S Achuthanandan will lead from the front by observing a
day-long fast at the Palayam Martyrs’ Column today

T*Puram: It would be a
massive show of protest
agaimst endosulfan in the
state with Chief Minkster V' 5
Achuthanandan leading
fram the froat o ohserve a
day-long fast at the Palaam
Martyrs' Column here on
ﬂ'km&r.m

The at MAJOr protesy
will bt heeddd i B . anad
P Earunadarnn MP, will in=
augurate the mass |a'||g..'
which will be organised de-
||:andi|u; actmnEry-widke lxan
aif endosulfan.

The rally will conclude by
a public mecting. which will

be inangmrated by Health
Minister ' K Srcemathi.

Invall district bemlquaaters
various political panies and
e rmmenial onganisa-
tions (NGOs) will be staging
dharmas and marehes,

The sea of protests in the
slabe ix being organised as
the conference of partics of
the Stockholm Comvetion
meets In Genevaon Monday
o congikler the demand for
a global ban of endosulfan.

Achthanadan will lesd 5
masx extyagraha from 16:am
ta 5 pum, demading that In-
ilia should sdopr a stand in

ﬁ‘ﬂ!lrﬂflht" aEn &t the Cofi-
vention and also seeking
aleyquale financial vsbdance
fior the endosalfam vietims of
the state.

His eabinet eolleagues,
MLA2 and MPewill aléo take
part.

However, the fnnyoet
has decided not to be part of
the LDF-sporsoned protes
marches and dhamas alleg-
ing that they are politicising
the issue,

Tnstexe] the UTDHF would be
afganisEng separate profest
marches and dhamas inall
the district headouarters,

Several envirommentolists
ledd by former State Dicad ver-
sity Board chalnman v 5 ¥i-
Javan will be organisng a
ddharma at Thrissurinw #ﬂi
Corgress leader V M Sl
heeran will alsa participate.

Achuthanarndan aml CPI
STabe ReCTELACY C K Chan-
drappan have asked nll pec-
p'k,-ﬁ;{m{;il:l walks oof 1ife 1obe
partof thiscampaign against
the endoml fan and make the
stipagralia a hig sooces.

The DYFI has decided to
organisc o mass candle-
lighting coremony as 1 mark
of protest at 1.0 pum. in all

the districts across th state,
In Easarged, the DYF] will
oheerve a “standsill sarike”
for 15 minutes from 1.30

p.m.

The vouth wing of the
CPM will also organise a
pulblic convention at ¥JT
Hall here in the evening,

The ‘CGreen- Community’
of the Centre for Gamidhian
Studies will organise n five-
day fnst infront of the Secres
tariat from Monday demnane-
ing abotal ban of endlosulfan
Environmentalists from
various districts will also
take part in the fast. l-.Nj-/'
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Thousands

Rally for Endosulfan Ban
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”~ Endosulfan: Church'pl_ea% political parties

Kochi: The Syro-Malabar
Chureh on Monday con-
demned those parties en-
gaged in political bargaining
* name of banning en-

in th
dosulfan.

In a statement, Syro-Mal-

abar Church Commission for
Laity secretary V C Sebastian
said it was highly condem-
nable to note that the politi-
cal parties were engaged in

bargaining over the ban on

endosulfan while it was actu-

ally destroving the lives of

taking a common stand to

the people. ban the pesticide,” V C Se-
“The use of pesticides llke  bastian said.
endosulfan has affected the He zaid the Church had
envirenment. The political  decided to takea tough stand
parties are trading charges  against the use of endosul-
against each otherinstead of  fan. ENS
s
I
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Ty ey m—— -
vl agasel il am
with & fat aele deal b
[Ty [ ——
Bosar s i A A
tiom raving i .qu-- o

onlassiord
ey thie o ol b et

Activist in Achuthanandan

V& Ak hamelen bn the sskddle 57 his wrnsn-aras Teil ol Marmyre Cole ses om e sallas |8 o o

I airma Peally
moved by ewhot g

Achuthrmmedme % B dy phaliad o
b i:lrh‘l ]

itoes af this
age. [ dan'f feel
humgry
feomse §am
here fivr a
SPFTHIS

Together they rise against a ‘killer

Religious leaders, poets, environmentalists, social activists, film personalities and prominent politicians, who seldom found
themselves under a common shelter, sat around the fasting Chief Minister seeking a Central ban on endosulfan

ry\.q'\.'\.‘- e ok the sprsbrs o bl O fighl
B ruspgeoe s bl i

FUERHE [ ?
,” g frore. Kamarpoed el voe ool b g i b s priof B
rian orlisboms b e AT Ty s

Comes to the Fore

Chibed Myl 'lul'!-" ak

T'Purarm: Onee again V §
svebmthanandan proved that
he till s¥oung when it
comes o light g far 1he
el caiimes in the slate
w 1h » seven-honr Est fro
16 aon here on Monday it-
manding a countrywh: han
aff Esubooibfan

He rocehocd overnhelme-
g suprpaort from diverse sec
tinns of society with reli

i, ¢y al aral
"nlnl:lul lesdors pledging

dany plrprrving Ehe day- lsg fast in front of the Martyrs Colamn
on Monday d smasding 3 country-wide ban of endosulfan | Haviysor Santmh

their suppart in hia fight
against Endosullan.
Thie Chief Minictor an-
leaaked & zeathisg attack an
Unlon Agssalture Minister
Sha m_'ll"mqr whilecondud-
fast and said Pawar
kg Lhe pesticsds
Eubly in the coundry. The
Congress Ministers in the
UPA Government {rom the
state have Tailed bo gt pres-
suzeom Pawar. TSome of the
Ministors in the UPA Gov-

erament have misled the
Prianae Bl iniaber o e isane,
heopined.

“The Contres stand je
it 3 veoarld act emly ifall I‘-11j.'

il cinliv are afe
f’.::f.:d oy the useof Endo
salfan. The Centre shoald
shed auch inhibaticns and
reallise tlse tenih alsowi the
danpors of this pesticide,” e
sand.

e ol candemned B
etacud taken Ly thy Comtee 21

the Socknelm Conference in
wiich India opposd the ban
on Emdosmlfan.
Hl ;:z.q'i:r PieTER that

1o Centre was wi
tcide lobiny and was
cerned ahout the people in
thae stata, 1he('|||!i'}-[| £l
naid

=The extent of camage
caaied by Endosulfan i in-
creasing daily. The pregnast
mathera im Kasargod are
nwwar pecfermng aharion he-
cae of the E.'arlhu their
rewhorrs will have physical
deformaties. These ane some
livireg ecamsplies in Kasarge<]
which mo che can peglect,”
the Chiel Minkster ndded.

Achethemamdanendedd his
Fast b socepting a glass of
limie jmice from post Sug-
athakuman,

His Calnmet enlleagues ©
Divakaran, B Yijayakanear
ond M & Baby and other
party leacders from the LI
copslituents ook pan i the
fase

HIP lendor O.Rajapopal,
filen actor Saresh Copa, [Rase-
lioe Cleemis, Mapar Asch-
bishop Catholicos of the
pa-Malerkara Cath
Church, Palyam [mam |
miarludilin Mangels, Seoai
Sandeepanadaplt andd othe
era pledped their support to

Achaithamandan. (et ;

o

Pl plghe i g
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Ban request only from Kerala and Karnataka, says Manmaohan Singh
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HIL Found Dumping
Endosulfan Waste m Lagoon
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“Stockholm convention:

is India thawing?

Hoy Slathew

Hiormalives.
e roem the

Many

developling  coun:

Left MPs stage dharna

for ban on endosulfan

“i-ﬂ.l: Cifiwsjrondent

at the iMernaiional Ionl O
v Ih live: |

wmingt the use of endosallan
Fess g atolal ban paibe

ot Tuesday Faiex] olge e

tries such @ Indonesia snd
Famied

ekd BT Ugands, beisdei [ndia,

India the reed for fnamcial ad

to thy “sbeewgr of sHemar  stressnd thal the voue shiudd  tecbaical assistaner and -

r bo decuded by goreenves ofs 10 techrodogy fo replece

) Ihewever, the chalrsgpieated  cndoslfin with alernathes
¥ Ehat the ssue of diviessn Swilperiamd serased R
of parthes i the Stsihe Ir|- b discussed 51 3 lsfer  allermalives were available

v Usanention me arel that it v willing te dis
o neve Hiaever, Asontsct groupwith star  ouss assisiamce for neplace
mas, oharrves o o chalrman wis formed o mee? of cedosalfan e the
tul d T .'I'.u_*u_ developing coanirles. China

fects of endosu

nlahlicbad &

Libed im the
£

& dralfl «©

Ada Puciffe

% 16 ceedimulfan an, 1 1'|| dic. b

i for fidieg and

o e ré noes Ih:
T

-u'ﬂ:r has not wisl
ruwn the dralt

fell 1E3l the procedural i
sucs palsed 8 K Bk
corrected

Esbosulles b b rec-
omrmnied By e Cosves:
tien'"s PO Frvien
Cemmitiee for shlitisn 1o
the list of 31 chemicale al-
remdy slated o globad phise-
el

A phsis wreek's peaabon, gov-
ernments will decide wheth
wi Lo iade the pendtent
ineecticide o b Comveti-
Nion, which woald han it in
ihe 173 counlries thel v
parties in the treaty.

# i
he e dbemnadicg ol
al bon v the pe lll\.ll\h [ 1-|
salfun, Left Mi's om
saged a dhar 5 the |
e 1ioume gl The
Centre ba sy
digisian  alre
some &0 eouririss
Ciling that the United Na-
tians hadd clwsificd o
[an as a A
st killer™ and thet its ae
tial sprayimg coused phys=ical

and memtal b alitivs
sk an eenlal
canvye, anlertily, bink dis

arcers, and damage to hrain
amd ncres, the MPs os
I‘flll Wi

1 Han sbas ||

i's sabd kn o memo
o e Frame

M3 alsy said 1ht he
L Pl mint vl sk the
willimgress (o provide st -
ance 1o Kemala towands the
naalzn for and reha
gan ol e viclama al en-

n. fir which it had
sinight Hs 442 crore

The MPs sakd the Ceming
hanzld is Sires
repiresg ilalives o
holms  Lamve rrlsor

imseclicide

Leader of ke Rajra Sabha
for e Commumist Party of
Iridia {Marxisth Sitarom Te-
chuory bed the dharma snd was
Joined by P. Korunakaran, F
Hajerv, M.F. Achuihar, K
Biju. A Sampath and Tarini

Kanta Hoy.
I a stabement, the Al
iz Agricultural  Woskers'

Undon and the All-India Kisan
sabha demanded an immed:

abr baran the use ol 1Be pesti=
vule: & mackanery I emsure
compensation for thoss who
tad sulfered ns result of hay

R srde Barevily e tod
W spraial medical inusranc
scheme for such victims; lega

mechanism to force Conpo-
Falys 1o pay compennation for
the discases caused hy the
postickde, and 3 caEgpasgn
aainnd ik dus o iEs b
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EE-AFA T b e

chker shift to organic farming possible: Mmhtt r

Spacial Coffripeadail

THEEIVARANTRLPERAM:  Agr
walbare Miskster Mullskkars
Halnakaran il oo Weda-
day that Kecala cochd meent 3
Fargel o a lolsd sacdch-mer o
organs [armang sxoset Qhas
eEpectod

The Minkber was cromge-
ratmg @ wminar on "Ende
are  lemes  oand  Safe
Alnrrestives ba Chemical Fes
Hoades® organied by e
m  [nformation  Huress
e

Target sl

1.2% e e of Bndia's pap
ulsbian. were PR ol
A per cend ol The medkcines
markelod i Lae countey
Befeting the Corral gov-
Fmmenl’s comtention bt
tharre wras hardly sy dtcrms
tive b5 Esdiniilfin. the Miat
et axkpd whethet sgricilume
hasl bewn alfected in Kerala
because of the bam on thas
pesticide Ketalshad beet de -
mandag that SEales shesald
e ghem powers o regulate
pestichde we sinoe agrice
Sabe wabect
g o 1he Crntre's
Sat & mational ban on
Cadoaulisn could be imiposed

Faizi:

E dosulfan victims

ensure aid to

. | Fpecisl Cormeaputadeed -
e i
et 5 Fuins, wiho wus & oam-
| of iﬂhfl
High-Fower Commilten. bas crwation ol tribensl
waght sepa 1o By COSPED-
#:&Hiuﬂ- - e S
on the wsiversally agresd lwrer pay cempendation,
b & sstement sosed bere B was wnforiunabe a6 |
5 i [t embarruming thal the bedivs

Mr Matnakaran said that e |h, poviiade far peard Terdaten! Oinganic Poliatants
Berala had dravmup anonge  only if ofher Sieles loo de * dwreganding publs PO “The argumants the
i (nemmg polacy and hasl el manded il, My, Kalnskaran |Cndiwtan 1roec 15d, Indisn debegation s trying bo
a tnoywar banet for Be  salord i [=din had signed in- and oot mangisctern frth are gy and ridicy
change, [t wosld be possitle  termational agrecments on G lﬂd-“'ﬂ e it
to ipend up the process. |5 sgrculiune sectos afer lakisg Lo (ke sBeried® the dale- reuty [FOF
plares muich s Onsitakare, b oonscnl of all States “THd il |-”"“-' innet ""ﬁ_n""
farmets B Pylurred 8o fra- it curcail the Public INsirity- Kerals fetn i "“"’:'-_“"L"hr
dtlonal farming practices ton Swviem  because the |whih award PCKLY teciien, mt - m
i bl g pestichdes Btates had demanded that™ | meibe i - voting mad i
d-l: of CaP do provide H'
e said thet ihe Siale  hesaid Sl et T e T sl
woikd be able 1o £ The seminar saw pressis- TORSE OF CONCERN: | Beed e m“niﬂﬁll’% tha deluy in griving the
vuemw in bealth conss if 1€ re-  thons on vanous slsrmatives Participants af @ wemingr o0 ‘Endosulfon: isue and sqfe | B ouiside, [t e g md"ﬁ.j“,ﬂ b Fa-
dacedd Lhe use of pesticides. 10 peshicides and waps A AMETRalives fo chemival perlicides’ organised by the Department of Agriculrr | 5 10 the “f:m = Cnon-Cola Victin
Heralies, wh made up oaly _schieve bood safety i Thruvamanihoporem on Wedtesdoy, — PHOTE: 5. MAHIMEHE | B Rubiel whd  Comprmalsn
|mmﬂ-¢ Wil Clairs Spechsl Triburad B0
All eptions, |m=b|: thal was paswd by the As
crewtion of & tritunal, /:‘
SLBN AN

Tension at Stockholm meet over Fndusulﬂm

Tary Mot hew

HIRUYAHANTHAPURAM: Endo-
ulfan, which has coused SO0
leaths and maimed more
han 4,000 people in Kerala,
wis Ircome @ test case at the
wonference of parties o the
Wackholm Comventhon reeet-
ng in Geneva, according to
omg of the delegates
Intermational Institute for
wstainable Development’s
teporting Service for Envi-

onment and Development
deieliations Baad on
Vednesday thot Tuesday's

Henary sesskon of the confer-
nce was full and tense, as it
nnrimeel Hitenliog L11]
inalosulfan

Endosullan had hamstliing
itockhalm’s sisfer conven
fomn, the Rotterdam Conven

thvides in internmtional trsde
[T years

“This unfortunale prece-
dent hnd mony interpreting
conskderation of Endosulfan
ar a significant test for the
Stockholm Convention, Will
Stockholm oo, swecumb o
politica™ Have wizened par-
ties deve d new strategies
b avakd political Blockadea™
the reporting service asked,

“As inltial views were ex-
changed, some Faﬂit‘ipanls
were pleased ot the apparent
opeaness of most parties to
discuss the issue while other
mofe deadoned delegates pre-
dicted long evenings ahead,™
U reporting service said

Mossible exemptions
The contact group on En-

Endosulfan has
become a test case
at the conference,
according to some
delegates.

ble exemptions asseciated
with a ban on Endosulfan.

A mingrity of participants
quedstioned e mandate of
the group, but after confirma-
the legal adviser,
continued their work

Majority of the countrics
supported a ban on Endosul
fan. Indin has beon stresing
on consensus devision with
thie ohjective to postpone de-
cision i Endosulfan ban

Switzerland  malntained

Persistent Organic Pollutants
Review Committes (POPRC)
tor the Conveniion slusald b
by consensus

The POPRC Chair, Reiner
Aradt (Germany), who intro
duced POPHC's recommsen
datien 1o list Endosulfan in
Anmex A of the Convention
(For band with specific exemgs-
tions, noted that the recom-
mondnlion was taken by
consensus by ol POPHO
members present and voting.
(Tnclin had dropped oot of dis
cussins amsd had ned voted w
the committes along with a
fow other countries.)

Countries of Europe, Latin
American  and  Caribbean
Garoufp, and African Group are
supporting the ban

The United States, Fapan,

codifitries that expressed sug
st for the ban during ik
plenary session

said the Annmckal i
plications of listing must b
clarified before it could suf
port listing

The International Stew
ardship Center emphasise
that the propossd alterns
tives to Endosaslfan were ne
affordable and that its listin
would be detrimental
farmers.

Thanal, 8 non-governmen
Ll orggnieation from Keral
the Inuit Cireumpolsr Coon
cil {Cansdal, the Pesticide A«
tbom Metwork, and the UM
Foad and Agriculture Orgo
nisation welcomed the

pre
jpamizal Toer ban.
The Indian  Chemic:

dosulfan and new persistent
arganic pollutants, chaired by
Qatar, began work in the eve-
ning on thrashing out possi-

BJP for ban 24!’

thot voting wos an option for
listing polluiants for ban
China and Japan opined that
the recommendations of the

South Korea, Indonesia, Sau-
di Arabis. Lebanon, Oman,
Argentinn, Morecco, Jordan,
and Qular are among the

Coancil, reprresenting the in
dustry, said there was insuffi
cienl scientific evidence t
jus=tify o ban.

lon. on  prior  informed
sl procedure for certain
weardous chemicals ansd pes-

thve DYFI State committes
called upon workers and
youth in the State to send a
stromg, message to the UPA

‘Pro-LDF trade
unions, DYFI

Special Correspondent She said I:: Karnataka government at the Centre by
[} reme EOVernment written o | 4

THIEUWAMANTHAPURAM:  The Prime Minister Marnsohan ba{:k hﬂ]‘tﬂl ca_“ "“IJ“'“F u"t" ll;artal:l fuhfﬁfﬂ

Bharativa Janata Party (BIF)  Singh on the ke, T L

i% for enforcing & ban o En- The Stale povernments State committee said that its

dosulfan, Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha

25,000 units in the State
would organise torch proces-

could not do much; it was for
the Cendre to take the inifia-

Special Correspondent

Sashma Swaraj has said. tive, Union Agriculture Min- M‘-mm: = : E .2
;.1:. ﬂw.i.-nj‘: w:hnawu hore  isterSharad Pawsrhad saidin ::E-:fvm'nm me;mE sions on wfdﬁ!m sup

on Wednesday to attend 3 Parliament that he was swaits i Fjﬁt ST port of LDF's ha g

functicn orgamised by the ing a report of the Indian  Wnionsand the State commit- In another statement, the

tee of the DYF] have come
out in suppert of the ruling

Comneil of Madical Research
she sl
Abcat the stance of Gajara

marty bo eommemorate its
S1ake unii vice-president BE.
Sekhar, told

Nationalist Congress Party
(MCF) State committee said

HE S Jatiialy H L} fe 'l

Wik ke ity Il 2 el - i b, e, Sy . RS mmm] Fmﬂ! ’d“;'“ that there was no guestion of
tent stand om the isswe. This  Chiel Minister Narendra Mo- sion to & on Ap the party wavering in its com-
was evident from seniorparty  di did not have chear back. 20 to press for & ban on pro- mitment ta the anti-Endosul-
||i':.||51;r 0 Ezﬁjut,."qm'. Eélnmi F_rmmnunl';:‘n;ﬂu-n -:|1 the duction and use of Endosul- fan  struggle because its
the protest held here and par-  issue. She hod apprised Ha ) ' . - o
ty ."\.Irlh'l.lrllt president V. M jendra Singh Hj::'P M from '“;I'lm thm“r.:'q'“memu national m!-id'ﬁl'l:t hh-ﬂ-fﬂqcﬁ
rabeeclharan takieg part inthe  Gujarat, sbout the gravity of A 5 war w?sllhe Union Agricul-
o held in Kasaragod the problem here on Tuesday, joint action  jyre Minister.

. council of trade unions and
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Stafl Heporter

NOCEE Senior Congress leadsr
V.M. Sudheeran has sabd that
public seclor Hindustan In-
secticides Lid. (HIL) at Elvor
should immediately stop the
production of Endosulfan.

In his inaugural address at
an asli- Endosilian campalgn
amended by several persons
representing social, enviroa-
mental and political partiesin
frant of the company here on
Wednesday morning,  Mr.
Swdheweran  said that HII
could diversify i1s product
range while dediding to stop
Endasulfan production,

He said the employess
need not fear that they would
lose jobs, if the production of
the pesticide was . gb
The government should m||1-
ate steps to protect the in-
terests of workers by evolving
plans to produce bio-friendly
pesticides at HIL

a

el aia

PrAVAN

Stop making Endosulfan: Sudheeran

i

TEAM SPIRIT: Congress leader V.M. Sudheeran
Iighting o lamp to express solidarity with the
antr-Endosulfan campaign erganizsed in front of
Hindustan Insecticides Lid, af Eloor in Kochi on
Wednesaay = PHOTO: H, VIBHU

Pointing out that Union
amnd  Slate governments
should take the lead in an
mouncing 8 comprehensive
rehahilitnlion package for the
victims of Endosulfan, Mr.
Sudheeran said the company

manufaciuring the pesticide

T

shoubd alss provide compens
sation o the victims,

It should aleo be callected
from the Flamtation Corpoera-
tisn of Keraln which was re-
sponsible  for  the aerial
spraying of Endosulfan in
Kasaragod, he said.

Explaining that there was
mo relevance for any further
study, Mr. Sudheeran said the
Unbon  government  should
first Dy Endesulfan®™scfore
initiating any new study

He said the stance taken by
the Indian delegation at the
Conference of the Parties to
the Stockholm Convention
on Persisteni Organic Palla-
tants im Geneva dented the
Image of the nathon known for
its continuing support for hu
man rights, He said the Union
government  shild  realise
the growing protest against
the use of Endosulfan

The former MFP and CPI
(M) leader K. Chandran Fillai
said political parties needed
to inclede environrmental is-
sues affecting the people on
its agenca of sctiomn.

Sew alio Page 4 A
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athil Ramakrithnan

thisd with beute farce
apainst the use of th

e thealistric. The stal
% then maled by the LD
th E K Mavanar aa th
tiel Minister.

PA nsen attiwck
fvenangstons |

T Puranm: &gricalare Siin
ko Batma lara
il Ehe |.._|| ¢ was

Illl

AFa r|1'|I'f"
here o

£y ||:.

Wednesalay bad
mat ves for ool N
Mindster sabd thir the e

rgod: IUs an vy of
The LIVF and the CPM,
wishing for a bam on
sulfan with agitations,
nger =tir and a hartal,
over 11 vears hack

5
(5}

ticiche inthe far-Aung vil-

o

On December 22, 1999,

n Exnikkanam
||u'lui'4.'!-.1]~il'u.u-lh1 (LA b=

fiar wihiich e s
cxiveal any tusp
s,

ful march te theoffice ol the
Flantation Corporation of
Kerala (PCE)Y in protest
ngainst the scrinl sprosing of
1,1||’.q_h|:||ﬁ;||:|.'[‘.:|u"hcjl,|.|||1]|l_'
youths tellimg them that if
o Tam wink ot sprayed
an e PCK plantations, ca-
shew vrops would dry up

ALY N e

‘Centre blamed for tur ning a blind eve to Insecticides Act

Rddrticenal Chiet Secretary and
ward with Agriculure Minlsher Mullakhara Rateskaran st & semenss o Sitowd wile sfersi

vy o

gl 03\—
Tormentor Now in Saviour’s Clothing

nnl, comsecprently, the work-
cr=, sl of whem belong 1o
the CITU, would be throwm
outofjobs. The incident had
hogiged media headlines
then,

V 5 Achuthanandan be-
came the Dpposition Leader
following the clection in
sl whem the UDF enme to
perwer with K R Gowrl, the
st naire of Achuthanan-
dlan, az Agriculure Minis-
ter.

Achuthwmandan visited
the: cnddesuliame-attected vill-
lapes =oon after hooaming
the [I‘|:|H.r:ii|.i.ﬂ-ll Lomwice. He
visilisl e hosiss of victims

in the villages of Swarga and
*achre and camne to the YVand
nagar school to meeta groug
of differently-abled chil-
wlren
Achuthanandan wos not
coqnd o of thae sight he saw
_ that the chikdren wore the
wiclims I:lr rr'n|||:|s1|":| n nse
Ha called aside an anti-en-
dosulfan activist and dis-
enssedl thie issne with him on
the ground of Vaninagar
Lohaal. Later, b told medis
preras Uhat ol were victims
of endasul{an and that the
TNF Govt was not doing
mnythizg to rehabilitote the
victims, Even then, he did

nrpaniced by Bep

Tharevanasmthapuram oo Wedne sday | Dipoess

3} O

AN LI e ;

Praduchan O K Jaryabk

=k of ApricuBwre and Fars lvlcemortion Bunca is

mok ulter a waord absout ban-
ning the posticide.

In fact, Faju Naravanas-
waimit, e thea Detnct Col-
lewtar, lad sent 2 progesal o
the gevt o rohabilitate the
erwlasulfan victimes. But Boly
thee LIV and the UL Govts
=at o !hrﬁh'. |1|I:i|:|n!|.'|_1.' ==
jucting his proposal, 1 sent
thee propeeaal e rehabilitane
them on humanitarian
growndds,” he had old this
reporter then, According 1o
him, the ragedy of e peo-
ple suffering from varions
daseazes was real. whether
they were the victins of en-
diasulfan or ot

alsegmative to

! Chied Seere
i _“.' Fro-
ommissioner K
mar, who spoke on
Wl Ehag ik
I the sbale
1 skald
o huignam
EXs
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ENDOSULFAN BAN

VS Seeks

< Support of

Endosulfan:

Express Hews Serdon

8500
iy

v Kama singing oul the nong to Ehe children o555

-

Members of Theeradesa Balavedi, a feeder organisation of Kerala Swathantbra Malsya Thozhilall Federation, displaying
postcards in which they had written the demand bo ban endosulian, in front of the Secretariat on Thursday. Hondreds of
postcards were despatched to the Prime Minister later | Express

DYFI plans protests against Centre’s stand

TPuram: After Chicf Min-
ister V 5 Achuthanandan and
his Cabinct Lhn\.'.l.F.lI\.'.“- ala-
sepvedl aday-long foot agains
Coentre's stamd on endosalfan
izsupe, the Democratie Youth
Federation of [ndia (DYFI)
is sct to carny forwand the
pratet ne

Thie DYFI will hobd o ome-
oy fast on Mav 5 in front of
thee Hindwstan Insecticikles

anw

Limited at Eloor, the public
sector company which man-
ufactures the pesticide. The
fast will ensure participation
by noted personalitiez in the
|:l|.l|il||.':|.|.1.'|.|!!||.m| aind liter-
ture ficlds, DYFI state seere-
tary TV Rajesh said here the
other day

The programme titled
ke for survival, will begin
on May 1 from Kasargod,

where “fire of protest” will be
handed over o DYFI state
seoretary T 'V Kajesh and
DYFI state president M B
Rajesh MP, in the presence
of endosulfan victims. The
rally will be sccorded recep-
thon at varions centres en
route such as Kanhangad,
Fasvanur, Taliparamba,
Eannur, Rovilandi, Ko-
chikode, Edappal, Kunnam-

kulamn, Thrsaur, Chalakkudi
anil ;\llj;:sm:l.l:r.

The DYFI will also haold
protestin DelhionJune s.on
the iszoe =A |1ﬂ:||1|1,~'5; tribues
nal will also held on that day.
The DYFT i= willing to work
with any youth organisation
which has a similar stand on
the matter,” T V Rajesh
said.

ENS

#

Musical programme held

The musical presentation was to make the children aware of the problem in a
fall'il»\ﬂ}' ]rlau't' which was L‘nliu;e, into the health of a future Et‘l'll‘!'illi.un there

a
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~Children rise agamst Endosulfan

grnment wis  poing agiinat

Spevial Correspondent
popular sentiments,

FOR A IIEI.I.TH‘I' FUTURE GENERATION: ("fildren from

the cogstal bell in Thiravanentapuroam

demonstration in from! of the Secretariof on
Thursday, demanding o ban on Endosaffon.

= PHOTO: €. RATHEESH HUMAR

=lcige

THIRUVAKANTHAPURAM:  Chil-
drem from the coastal areas of
the city stoged a demopstro
Lot amd @ dharfia in front of
the Scerctariat  here  on
Thursday urging the govern
ment b support the call fer o
ban on Endasulfan.

The agitation was omga
misgl h:- Theernilesa Balave:
dli. children= wing of the
'-w._|,| || Swathontra  Malsva
Federatioen

thdren posted cands
e Minister Man-
marhan % b e declare o na
thon-wigh: han on the deadly
pesticudy thal was responsih-
le for hsmean =ullering in kas-
anygisl and other areas

the dharna

Urging

Pposing o hanon
Enclosulan. the Unien gow

KSMTF State
member Maglene

commiitee

Peter said

thi federation would organise
o mass move ment demanding
w ham on Endosullan, She =aid
omeen and childiren would be
i Uhe forefront of the agita-

Ricin

Ms, Peter said the residuc
of pesticides used by farmers
i Nelds woild And s way

ints Vhie =ea.

Thiz would affect the fish
stocks amd pollute the marine

enviTonment,

She suod this warranled o

maass LELTEIs]

by creste

awareness among the public
of the harmiul effects of the

st ocide

ESMTE leaders Pushpara-

'.Iﬂ'l'\I

Celin Antony,

.|"|d I|.l'!..| Mewton  ad-
dressed the dharna.

-~

11 August 2011

Endosulfan entdngle when pesticide turns pest 4,

The government's angument in the
court appears weak in science ol
perhaps strong in commeree
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Sudheeran Lambasts
Pawar on Endosulfan Issue

T'Puram:.Joining the anti-
endosulfan campaign, which
is gathering momentum, se-
nior Congress leader VM
Sudheeran has come down
on Union Minister for Agri-
culture Sharad Pawar for his
alleged stand favouring pro-
pasticide lobby.

Sudheeran told reporters
here on Thursday that the
Union Ministry of Agricul-
ture was acting as if it was
the brand ambassador of en-
dosulfan, “If the Prime Min-
ister did not rein in the Agri-
culture Minister, he would
bring more embarrassment
tothe UPA Government than
what was caused by former
Telecom Minister A Raja in
the 2G spectrum scam,” Sud-
heeran said.

He said that it was quite
puzzling that the Union Min-
istry of Environment and
Forests, which took proac-
tive stands in most of the
cases, was maintaining si-
lenece on the endosulfan is-
e,

Responding to a question
whether it was the compul-
sions of coalition politics
which stops the government

from controlling Pawar, Sud-
heeran said that he did not
believe that Pawar was be-
yond all others. “No dictator
can survive the public rage,”
Sudheeran said.

Sudheeran said that the
Agriculture Minister’s argu-
ment that endosulfan could
not be banned in response
to the demand from just two
states was very strange. “ls
the Agriculture Minister say-
ing that the disaster needs to

affect all the states

to ban this harmful chemi-
cal?” he asked. He saad that
the chemical BHC, which
was banned in 1996-97, was
not banned because all the
states had asked for it

He demanded that the
Prime Minister should inter-
vene at least in the last mo-
ment so that the country
could take a stand against
the pesticide at the Stock-
holm Convention which be-
gins on April 25.

“The government says
that the new committee,
which studied the harmful
etfects of the pesticide, would
return to the state after two
muonths, which indicates that
the country will defer the is-
sue without taking any stand
at the Stockholm Conven-
tion. This is a delaying tactics
which is being pursued at the
hehest of the pesticide lob-
by,” Sudheeran alleged.

‘ IS THE AGRICULTURE
MINISTER SAYING THAT
THE DISASTER NEEDS TO
AFFECT ALL THE STATES TO BAN
THIS HARMFUL CHEMICAL?
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Endosulfan is

i+
sue:

betrayal alleged

Pinarayi blames UDF government

Special Correspandent
THIRUVANAKTHAPURAM: Com-
miunist Party of India (Mars-
ist) State secretary Pinarayi
Vijayan has accused the UDF
government of having be-
trayed the people and the
State by seeking to correct the
study report on endosullan
issue “to suit the interests of
endosulfan manufacturers.”

In a statement here on Sat-
urday, Mr. Vijayan alleged
that the UDF government
had sought changes in the re-
port to subvert the consid-
cred stand of the Kerals
Assembly and the Supreme
Court in favour of banning
vialosulfan,

The government interven-
tion had come even as offorts
wore on o secure adeguate
compensation for the endo-
sulfan victims from the cndo-

companics, The government
should arder an investigation
v fimal ot whao al) had wocked
behind the move. Ministers
and officials who were re-
spomsible for it should not be
spared.

The government move, he
said, showed that it had reac-
hed the conclusion that the
report af the team of doctors
from the Kozhikode medical
college was incorrect, T!:n
community medicine depart-
ment of the medical college
had rejected the direction
froam the Health Secretary in
this regard. It was a healthy
sign that the doctors had cha-
ze o stand G on facts, The
Oommen Chandy  govern-
ment’s attempds t justify the
endosulfan manufacturers at
a time when protest against
endosulfan  was  mounting
across the globe was shame-

sulfin

manufacturing

ful, thie CEICM) leader said.

30 April 2012
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“Endosulfan »*

victims to gct
Compematmn

g lal Uit
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hndosulfan detoxification

11sha 1

—

giving headache to State

1,950 litres remaining unused at various estates of Plantation Corporation

K. AL Baheer

KOCEE: Contuining the unosed
endoanlfarn shocks wnih the
Plantativs Corporatsan  of
Keralka (PCE) is caaring hesd-
acke ta the State government
bsscause of prople’s objection
evwdm & Himdustan ]asecti-
cide Limited (FIL} is taking
steps to ‘detoxify” the stocks
maing a Defencs Hescanch and
Developmen  Organission
{DRIHY) techinology.

There sre some 1950 litres
of etmalrie enconllan plocks
remaining unused a8 varices
PCE estwles, mainky in Kas-
armgod district, The State gov-
ermment  fad  aked the
pablic-sector HIL 1 help de-
stroy the umnsed stocks. HIL
had, before the ban in Kerala,
Ean e only public sectar
company in 1ke country man-
wfncturing endosudian.

An HIL sgurce fobd The
Hindw that infiGally the cam-
pany had wapted 1o take the
PCE sbacka to the HIL plant
at Udyogamandal neas here
for detoxification

Zimce the Eloor munkcipal-
By and lecal residenis op-
posed this. HIL was now

* HiL takieg steps to “detouily” the stocks

* DRDO's technology to be wied

planning fo do it oo-site oo
fhe PUK plantations. Agricul-
fuge Misaster K P, Mohanas
will be holding talks witl lo;
cal residents and local body
represeniatives in Kassraged
om April 30 and at Mannark-
kad in Palaskad district oo
May ¢ to get thelr approval
for 1 deteadhioation on the
PCE estsles Fecenily. the
govermment's lalks with peo-
ple's represenistives in Kun-
mur had kit rosShlocks

Ciurt's queery

The Supreme Cowri on
Mondsy mked the Cenbrsl
government 1o caplain how it
miended to destroy the an-
sl and unised enadosulian
slocks im the country in the
wake of the ban on the manu-
imcture, sale, pnd wse of the
highly poxic and e aviscamens
tally damaging chemical The
court directive was on a pet-
ithon by privaie” endosulian

manifactaiers who wanled

the court to-allow them to=ell
off the remasning stocks bo
Turmiers ifs India as there wa
o expoat marked in view of
the ban by the Stockholm
Carveniion. The PCK stocks
are pearly a dicade old s the
past, the PCE wsed to spray
endosulfan on Its cashew
plamtations, but Bsllowing the
04 State governmas! ban
om il use, 1,950 litres of the
pesdicide bas been kept in the
PCK warshoused

The PCK's scrial spray of
endosulfan at Enmalkaje and
other willsges in Kssaraga
district hed coused wide
spread health rsks there, The
anti-endosalfan mpaign in
Herala and other parts of the
workd had Anally bed to the
worldwide ban on the chem-

wal by the Steckholm
Carive simn
DYRIM Y techmalogy

ik Thonmal mmentel or-
e

ganisation which has led a
long camnpasts sgaeiest e
sulfan and ofher BOPFs (per
sistenl organic pellutasts)
todd The Mgy (thsd the
DREED technology the HIL
would be uwing was an old
ane

Thin consasted of hylnolr
sis ofendusulfan which woukd

produce  endosulfar  diol,
whdehs i narm w b huesd,
The prosesswas pt bree from

e e ntal s e
There was a nom-combeastion

hnology avslshle n Aus
tralia, be noted. Mr. Jayaku-
masr said there could be @llegal
enadosultlam stocks in Kerals =
with denlers mnd farmsigs. He
pointed cat that when Kerala
banned endosul fam. many tea
exiates hmd  surreptitiously
bought sedosulfin from Ta-
mil Kada and Karmataka
Such stocks also should be
unearthed and detonified

Endosullam s ‘chespir to
buy. costlier to deitrov.” De
toonfcation of one litre woald
enal wp o Bod 000, Refore
Tam#l Nachy banmed endosul -
fan a few months back, the
pesticide wsed B0 be sold Far
aroursd Hs 30600 a bire

STheIndian EXPRESS

03 May 2012

¥e

Express Hews Service

T'Puram: The State Gov-
ernment is looking into the
possibility of claiming com-
pensation from endosulfan
manufacturers, Chief Minis-
ter Oommen Chandy said
here on Wednesday.
Chandy told a post-Cabi-
net briefing that the Chief
Secretary had been ashed to
stucky the matter and submit
a report by next week
Chandy termed ‘baseless
and unfortunate” a récent
visual media report which
saidh that the health principal

/ uovt Mulling Claiming Compensation

Y
'ﬁ

o
secretary had ordered a
mesting to be convenied with
an endosulfan representative
on the endosulfan report
prepared by the Community
Medicine Departrment of the
Kozhikode Medical College.

The health principal sec-

CHANDY TOLD A
POST-CABINET
BRIEFING THAT THE
CHIEF SECRETARY
HAD BEEN ASKED
TO STUDY THE
MATTER AND
SUBMIT A REPORT
BY NEXT WEEK

retary had ot issued orders
for anv sach meeting, buy
merely sodght the opinion of
the 1-m?umn' Medicine
DrlmrlmT after Ganeshan,

‘¢ from Endosulfan Manufacturers

the endosulfan representa-
tive, had issued a legal no-
tice, The government official
was, in fact, passing on the
legal achiee gven by the Law
Department, the Chief Min-
ister said. The government
had informed Ganeshan t
the government wiks not
favour of a meeting with hi ,('
or accepting any of lis s
gestions for amending
report. The UDF Gowve:
ment’s stand gn the end:
fan issue is transparent
government will not co
promise on thes izs

Chandy said.

;
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Panel to submit action plan&é\@,

Problems of endosulfan victims at Chakkittappara grama panchayat

Staff Reporter

KDZHIKODE: An expert panel
constituted by the State gov-
ernment to study the prob-
lems of endosulfan victims at
Chakkittappara grama pan-
chayal completed their two-
day wvisit to the region on
Saturday.

The six-member team
would submit a detailed ac-
tion plan to the District Col-
lector based on their studies
and to take an appropriate ac-
tion for the rehabilitation of
the victims in the area.

K.M. Sreekumar, one of the
panel members, said there
would be measures on the
part of government to con-

duet more in-depth studies
about the health of employ-
eeg who retired from service
from the Chembanod estate
of the Kerala Plantation Cor-
poration (PCK), where endo-
sulfan was used. Details of all
the prople who were claimed
to be vietims of endosulfan
would be collected from the
region for follow up action, he
said, .

The panel would also eol-
lect reports about the health
condition of people living in
the neighbouring panchayats
of Chakkittappara for a com-
parative analysis. Action plan
would be prepared soon after
getting the comparative study
report with the support of the

medical department.

The panel was constituted
following reports that the use
of endosulfan in the region
had badly affected the health
of the people and paved the
way for an increase in strange
diseases.

Evidence collection

The team members headed
by Naseema Beevi from the
Vellayani Agrigulture College
and Samuel Mathew from the
Aromatic  and  Medicinal
Plant Research Station, Er-
nakulam, wisited the spots
and collected evidences from
the victims,

Deputy Director of Agricul-
ture P.K. Mohammed, Assist-

ant Director R. Binduy,
Chakkittappara  panchayat
president K, Sunil, Anti-en-
dosulfan Action Committes
convener 0.0 Thomas, and
village officers were with the
team during their visit to the
location and to the house of
six viclims.

The team members, who
examined in detail all the sur-
vey reports prepared by the
District Medical Officer and
the then Collector on the is-
sue, also gathered details of
various pesticides used in the
PCK estates during the last
30 years, They met in person
the Assistant Director of the
PCK at Perambra to get more
seientific evidences,

STheIndian EXPRESS

17 May 2012

k7 Detoxification or
¢ Endosulfan to
Begm on June 2

tion of cnrluul&n mud at
thres podownsof the Flanta-
tion Corporation will begin
on June z. The process, be-
ginning with the
of the pesticide in safe bar-
rels, will be finished by June
%

The steel barrels contain-
ing endosulfan at Cheemeni,
Periya n':d Rajapuram

U omittes ha.n d-raﬁnd &u pn'.l-
cedures for the second and
third phases of detoxifica-

tion. Thltr'l.ll.lﬁl.‘p\rm
would be telecast live. Re-
packed endosulfan would be
transferred to Periyn as it is
recommended by a study
team led by NRHM Coordi-
nator Dr Asheel, The talks
with the residents would be

" trict Collector V N Jeethen-

dran as convener. A sum of .
5 lakh iz the estimated ex-
penditure for the process. /
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State

Assistance to be paid to endosulfan vietims
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Protesters to meet
Chief Minister today

*%all Reporter
AL ARALOEr Efeloauli
Zaty agraha Semiihi
wiTisal
1 dermanuds

th MHsrrict

I tw instalnsenis

T e wxcemimn sCepAing
wal, has asked the
fil tx ik 1 b
% i 3 Ealar BARNET I
i those wh

Daommemen Cha
Thirwvanant hapiram an

Ai prgaccds paymenl of the Thimesk

Hs. 3 lakh pecomssended for
oiher disablnd persons. thi

Cllal'ts relief plan “] Chandy promises to look into

problems of endosulfan victims

No assurance on demand to write off bank loans

Szall Heporier

RASARAGOD: Chief Minister
Oomemen Chordy om Tuesday
assured the Endosulfan Sa-
tysgraha Samithi that steps
would be taken to address 1he
problems faced by those suf-
fering from mysterious dis-
easex  atributed 1o the
spraying of the pesticide in
the dlstrict.

An elght-member team of
the samithl, scompanied by
four MLAs [roea the districh,
held talks with Mr. Chamdy
and EPCC president Ramesh
Chennithals in Thiremnan-
thapuram on some crucial is-
sues, including the need for
swift implementation of the
reliel and rehabilifation
package for ihe wictima

The ssmithi memmbers said
T RSTITHNCE WS Ehven o0 U
algtiiaeal e wialy ol bank
loans taken by the victims®
families.

The relay imdefinite agita-
| tion by mothers of the enda-

strike from Jumc L6, samithe
convener Ambalathara Kan.
hikrishaan todd The Hindu
Erom the State capital,

The fnal decision to nten-
gify the agitation would be
takem at 3 mestimg here on
Wednesday. The indefinite
relay strike entened Sth day
on Toesday.

Mo ConCrele assurance was
given on Uhe demuand L waive
loams amounting to ReS0
crore laken from Rationalised
and cooperative hanks by the
families of the ecndasslfan
victims, mostly 1o meel the
latber's medical expenses,

Srating that it was"difficult
for the povernment to write
off the loams, Mr. Chandy
aaied the members 1o make
use of the relief package sug-
pested by the National Hu-
man Rights Commissicn [
Ll Wi Niinkes

The pivermmend. in princ-
ple, had agreed to partially
disburse the NHHC-recom-
mended reliel paciage, Res

< 3,—_,”—, e ',,:,,'.‘_:” 1,:". P ated skl | salfan wvictims would be lakh each to the kin of the
fu: R, 2 |.1.Lh. will be o alathars infermified imbo a3 humger Gecvased angd Held lakh o
bursed in ten % Ak Ehe mmeeting with the B O T
and M. | lakis treated m de. | Colleclor its memben ul

18 June 2012

Operation Blossom

Stadl Beporier

LASARAGOE: Authonities stant-
wdd Ehe process of deboxifving
eodosilfan socked B 1haee
wasvhousn af e Flanstons
Cerpuealion of Eerals beie
i Sunday.

Operation Blsom Spring

wis firgt tahien up at the ware:
homse at Perive, transiemming
F14.55 litres ol the pesticide
in six oonmoded barrels b
high-demasly  polyetiplens
Rarrels.
i Brnasts;ide
Ligl and the Kerals Stals Pol:
lution Control Board sed
medical experts disd the high-
Iy delicabe tramaler.

The two-phase process of
deloxificalion i expected Lo
allay the Gear of the people
Il ke remaiming wiogk of
b posticids, blamed for
draths and debdiating dis-
amgi in villaged whwre the
enrpatation used 1o senally

* Endosulfan detoxification begins

Spring first taken up at Perive

those afflicted with serious
ailments. for the woline, E.
Chorsdrosekharan, MLA, wha
was present at the meeting,
said. The samuthi members
wene asxinéd that the victima
would be provided free treat-
ment facilithes at hosplials in
Mangabore in view of the
acule shortage of doctors at
nmany governncni hospitals.

by 56 of the 114 posts of
doctors in government hospi-
tals could be filled ms many
wwere are not inclined fo work
in the northern district, szad
Mr. Chandrosekharan

The government akio
would take steps to ensume
availabalty of medsines and
Excility 1o Iranapart patienis
from remate hamlets 1o the
recommended hosplials,

MLAs NA Nellikunne,
F.B. Abdul Razsk, snd K.Kun-
hiraman  (Thrikaripur}  at-
fended the  mocling, !t__1r.
Kuanhikrishnan said. adding
that they would meet Leader
of  Tthe Oppasiliop V.S,
Achuthanandsn bo draw his
attemtion ta the ssue.

spray it on cashew estutes,
will cwmse more headih and
mvironmental hazards.

In the neat two days,
asound 650 Bre of the pesti-
tidic in bour hafreks an the Ra-
japumam  eatate of the
npadation st Pafsthisdy sl
TL7E Wtres in (s Cheemend
ware hivuse will be tramafe rred
b safie barrels.

Al Perive, Fire and Rescue
Services and police persannel
stand paard a@ people gath-

MILLENG & POHISON: Exparis fryfmg fo frangfer emdosuifim from cars
fo mew vessels 0 g warehowse of Ferfye in Kosaregod on Senday.

awied Lo wil sl Bho opurabion
LCD screens were pal
place for Usose oubside be
wwlch e proCEL

The sres arcasnd the ware
howe ha been abegorised
into three romes -~ red zone
up to three metres. vellow
#=ne up 19 anolber  Fe
metred and ghoes pone the ad-
Joining 10 metres,

An smasal of Rx 5 kkh has
bern sanctioned for the saly
dbipocal of (he pestizide &
Ibe three warehwises, Agn-
wulture Minister K. P. hMaha
nam had dold presspersons
hewe on Zaturday.

The corposalzon had cir-
ritd oo the serial spraying
wice 3 yest Irom PR 1o 200)
on s cashew estates in 1]

vl Bererel=

paschayal limits. & ovur! e
Kanhangad banned it dal-
kel W the Kerils High
et &6 2003,

Mowever, ke unutilsed
stock of apound 1,600 liares
has been kept in the three
wurchouses, The prolosged!
;:I::lr-‘{h'“_n W&;nm\-d-r the

rreds, causing foar

&~
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@vEndosulfan to be

J ransterred to Safe
° Barrels Today

Express News Service

Kasargod: The endosulfan
stored at the Plantation Cor-
poration's godowns at
Cheemeni, Rajapuram and
Periya will be transferred to
safe barrels for detoxification
on Sunday, said Minister for
Agriculture K P Mohanan at
a press eonference here on
Saturday.

The minister said that the
endosulfan was being trans-
ferred to safe barrels as the
first phase of the detoxifica-
tion process. He also in-
formed that this was the first
time that an organised pro-
cedure had been undertaken
for the detoxification of a
pesticide in the country. The
detoxification has been
named as ‘Blossom Spring’,
he added.

He also said that the endo-
sulfan package recommend-
ed by the Human Rights
Commission would be deliv-
ered soon. Out of the 75 lakh
compensation for the bed-
ridden and the kin of dead
persons, T3 lakh would be
disbursed at the earliest and
the remaining 2 lakh would
be deposited in their ac-
counts as fixed deposit. The
compensation for the physi-
cally challenged would also
be paid in the same manner,
72 lakh would be paid first
and remaining 71 lakh would
be deposited in bank, he
added.

The district has 4,880 en-
listed victims of endosulfan
tragedy. Around 567 victims
are bedridden and as much
as 734 deaths have been reg-
istered so far,

18 June 2012
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More endosulfan transferred

Staff Heporte

KASARAGOD: Operation Blos
som Spring, into ils second
duoy vn Moenday, succeeded in
[riu:_-r'r:rnm.f 645 litrez of ¢n-
dosulfan kepl in corroded
barrels in a warchouse to safe
vessels on the Rajapuram es-
tate of the Plantation Corpo-
ration of Kerala at Panathur,
some 40 km from Kanhangad,
on Monday,

The operation to deloxify

the endosulfan stock in three
warehouses of the corpora-
tion in the district had started
on Sunday, with 914.55 litres
transferred to new vessels at
Perive.

The expert team from Hin-
dustan Insecticides Ltd. and
the Kerala State Pollution
Control Board, supervised by
medical experts, took safety
steps following UN. guide-
lines, wearing full-face masks
equipped with self-contained

trf_,.-

,,j;ficf:.x

breathing apparatuses.
The personnel transferred
the pesticide kept in four
rusted barrels to high-density
pielyethylene  barrels. The
corraded vessels were
crushed and packed in plastic
bags, along with the mud on
which they were kept. for tak-
ing them out of the district,
The authorities will now
move to Cheemeni to transfer
74 litres of the pesticide into
fresh barrels on Tuesday,

& F

20 June 2012

el @2 1A

Endosulfan gets a ‘makeover’ at PCK estate

73.75 litres condense to 10 kg, bulk cither evaporated or leaked out

CX Narayanan Kutty

KASARMGOD: Haising environ-
mental and health concerns,
officials repacking endosul-
fan in fresh vessels have
found that the pesticide has
either leaked out or evaporat
e from a corroded barrel
kept at the Flantation Corpo-
ration of Kerals’s (PCK)
Cheemeni estate,

It camne to the notice of the
afficials of the Pollution Con-
trol Board, Hindustan Insec-
ticide Ltd., medical team. and
the taskforce appointed by
the district sdministration
when they started 1o repack
the banned pesticide on day
three of 'Operation Blossom
Spring’ at the PCK warehouse
at Cheemeni, located in the
southern part of the district,
on Tuesday

According to the data avail-
able with the officials, the
Cheemeni estate had o stock
of 72,75 litres of the “killer”
pesticide

To their surprise, the offi-
cuals found that bulk of the
pesticide either got evaparat-
el or leaked out of the rusted
barrel in which the pesticide

DETOXIFICATION PROCESS: Perzonnel transferring endosulfan from earroded
barrels as part of ‘Operation Blossem Spring” of the Plantation Corporation of

Kerala's Cheemeni estate

had bheen kept since 2004,
when it was banned following
a ruling of the Kerala High
Court

The persennel could fnd
just 190 kg of condensed form
of the pesticide in the corrod-
will barrekas they painstaking-

in Kasaregod on Tuesday.

Iy cleared contaminated soil,
logs, and other tems inside
the warehouse amd stocked
them in five LUN-approved
high density  polvethylen:
barrels. Mohammed Ashecl,
taskforee convener of the ap-

cration. told The Mindu

Later. the awhorilies re-
ceived a clearance certificale
from the Pollgisn Control
Board affirming that the op-
cration was suct=sfully car-
ricll out at the Cheemeni
warehouse, I, Asheel. nssist-
ant nodal eflicer «f the Endo-

suflan  Hehabilitation Cell,
sald. District Collector V.N.
Jithendran congratulated the
taskforce for successfully ex-
ecuting the delicate oper-
ation,

Heviews work

Mr. Jithendran, who visit-
ed the spot, reviewed the op-
erations at  the PCK
warghouses at Periye, Rajap-
wram, amd Cheemeni. As
many as 1600 litres of the
pesticide had been  trans-
ferred to fresh barrels since
the operation began on June
17. Interacting with the offi-
cials, Mr. Jithendran urged
them Lo prepare a draft report
ffor evalving an action plan to
facilitate the final phase of the
detoxificaton process, which
15 plamned to be executed out-
side the district in three
months.

{.. Jl:rﬂlﬂ.l.llllr. s‘(ﬂ.’lﬂ!llllﬂl
Convention Observer and di-
rector of the Thinnvanan-
thapuram- based
environmental agency Tha-
nal, Saini Philip from the
Alappuzha Medical College,
and the taskforce members
were present at the meeting
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LERTT PR

/' Endosulfan: hunger
strike from today

Stalf Reported

CALARCHr: The Endosulfun
Sarysgrahs Samit will srga-
nise & relay besger sbnke
from June 25 a8 part of in-

tensifing e mgibeties
against delay in providing res
Ll b wichima

The recenl dechisen of the
Stake guvernment 1o d lshurss
relicf in tune with the recoes.
mendarians of the Mational
Human Hights Commission
[NHBCH leched clarity, the
warmali said in 3 SENEEMERT k-
suied here om Sunday

“W have decided ba inten-
#ily the Deo-monili-old strike
ey resonting ts & relsy bunger
sirike im protest against the
unchsr delay 2 implementing
the compiehenive robabil-
ation package,” sasali con-
vemer Ambalathars Kunhl
Krinhnan sxid

The decision to go by the
MHRC cecommendation
lwchked clarity as U govers-
menl order does not meation
srpthing about dishursing
compesalion or the mode of

Free treatmend for victies, e
iadd The agitstion would
conrifide Ul the government
came foreerd by allay wech
toncerns and other demands
put forth by the fumilies af-
fected. It appeared that the
wd-limruullrdh:.’ relied could
on a5 the govermmsent
decision hid io b mrified by
the ST, be said.
The tamiti would mest the
P. Prabhakizan Comemission
during iis thaoe-day wiair,
scheduled tobegin em July 1
The commmmision’s mandabe |
was o prwpare draft district |
developmenl proposls o be |
submitied to the goae ramens |
|r|-wr1'rmm
The decision o intensify
ko agitation was taken after
samicl's mesting with Chiel
Mindster Oommes
Eerala  Pradesh Lu:ln.m.'-u
Commilles presideal  Ra-
metih Chetiaithala, and legis-
Lators Is|
Thiruvanant haprsm o |
June 12 failed to Bmd tenable |
wlutioss b0 the demands |
i by Lo samili, b i

26 June 2012

Demands of endosulfan victims

will be conceded, says Minister

Mothers of victims have decided to go ahead with a fast

sEpecial Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:  Agri-
culture Minister K.P. Moha-
nan told the Assembly on
Monday that the government
was willing to concede the de-
meandds of endosulfan victims,

The Minister was replying
to the demands for grants for
Agriculture, Animal Hus-
bandry, and Stationary and
Printing and other Adminis-
trative Services.

Mr. Mohanan said mothers
of the victims had decided to
g ahead with their indefinite
hunger strike despite the gov-
ernment promising @ con-
cede all their demands. It had
already doubled the monthly
assistance to them and decid-
ed to pay the compensation
recommended by the Nation-
al Human Rights
Commission

Huorticorp boand

The Minister announced
that the govermment pros
posed Lo sel up a horlicorp
board for expanding vegeta-
ble cultivation vo all available
land in the State, Agrimalls

* Mohanan says menthly assistance doubled

« Compensation recommended by NHRC to be paid

would be set up at Anayara,
Marad, Muvattupuzha, Kak-
kanad, and Vengeri for pro-
curcment and m:rlwli:rq{ af
agriculture, dairy, and related
products

Preliminary steps had been
taken for setting up the pro-
posed rice bioparks in Kutta-
nad amd Palakkad and
coconut bioparks in Kozhi-
kagle, Thrigsur, and
Thiruvananthapuram

He said that a floriculture
park would be started al
Munnar to promote cultiva-
tion of flowers, A scheme
would be started to éRcoir-
age individuals and organisa-
tions to invest in processing
grading. and marketing of ba-
nanas, pineapple, jackfruil.
strawherry, and flowers.

Rescarch
Kerala A,p.’.l'il:tﬂilllﬂ.] Ui

versity would undertake re-
search in collaboration with

other organisations for devel -
opment of secomdary agricul-
ture products  including
blodiese]l and organic pesti-
cides and fungicides. A one-
year course in solid waste
management woild e start-
ed at the university, The uni-
versity  would  undertuke
l;u:u_\.l,llt:ml.'}' Pprogrammes o
I'|'|I'IFI 1.IF| 'il'L revenues hl.'.\ldt‘f‘
supply of secds and seedlings,

Mr, Mohanan reiterated
that the government! was
committed to keep the Stale
GM-free, Steps would be tak-
en to promote organic farm-
ing and marketing of
vegetables without pl.'.-tli.'id-u
residues under the lobel ‘Safe
to Eat Food."

Acquisition of land was in
progress  for the bio-re-
spuUrce-cum-agro centre to be
sel up at Koothuparamba.
The centre would have a farm
machinery training centre,
agroprocessing centre, hitech

diary farm, and high-tech vel-
eTinary hospital Pro-
grammes such as Karshaka
HRaksha, Swantanam, and Ni-
ravu would be extended to all
parts of State.

He sabd the breeding policy
of the State would be revised.
The government would con-
timue to offer free insuranoe
to catthe.

Minister for Home and
Vigilance Thiruvanchoor
HRadhakrishnan said that it
was not the policy of the gov-
crnment o order Vigilance
Inquiries for political rea-
sons, A criminal case had aris-
en against member of the
Aszsembly K. K. Jayachandran
nol becatise of any action tok-
cn by the government but be-
cause of some disclosurcs
mings h:..' CPLOND beadier .M.
Mani.

Mr, Hadhakrishnan said
that all those wanted hehind
the murder of RMP leader
T.F. Chandrasekharan to be
brrought te book. As per a Su-
preme Court judgment, the
police had the right to look
nto matters coninected o a
case it was investigating,
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Havoc Remains,
Cause Disappears

In the villages of Kasargod that were sprayed
with endosulfan, there remains a fear about
that silent DNA strand that could turn cranky

bry Rbima Marendras

nidsulfan  again
Thiz bime, 2 = a
il frseanch

wiork o the Scheol of [s-
thetrial Tochmology, Lei-
versit Sains Malaveia and
the Institule of Emdimnn
meent and Sustaanabe D
of the Ranaras
niversity, They
harve found that evenyars
afier the endosdian ban,
povisibulity of chuldorn e
ing berm withs desfo rmitios,
avnkinues to b real

I owonld ek have
been an easy pob’ for Uee
re=carchers, Asha Em
brasslir, Rajpwy P Singl
Hakims M Pwrahim amil
Ansa B Ehan, o ol
ket information from a
pogralation who wefe (ol
up with & whale kot of
stundern, Iy 3 wholle kol of
differend  orpamsafions
Understandable, for ihe
AT
A, AT
wunduchod e sty
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v by th

G FAmenl wisko up ko
the prodhlemm, the deadly
pesticide honl disappeared
from the soil, water ar air
The havos il sugpemmlly
raavery]  pefrained, while
i cusmatinve agenl Lol s
elear-cal fvidemor,

i e thete were
ol W hat the
abnoammalitees wer

Calisin
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5 ek, Shive mtill omaims
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eral L by o Y
& Large chusk of puoph human Hss
allertinl with problens ikl ol
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apres of d-gh v, ir
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of banned

A Correspondent

KATTAPPAMA: Distrect Collec-
tor T, Bhaskaran has ordered
siringent action against use
of endosalfan  and other
banned pesticides that reach
the district from acrees the
border

At a meeting of the senior
afficials of various depart-
ments held at the collectorate
in Palnsvu on Saturdoy, he
said that there were reporis
of banned pesticides reaching
the district infake labels from
Tamil Nadu. Jecps carrying
laharers dadly from Tamil
Madu to the cardamom plan-
tations are also carriers of the
banmed pesticides. Ouldated
posticides were aleo being
supplied to the farmers.

The Collector ardered that
the departmenis of Hoad
Transport, Agriculture, Ex-
cize and the police should
strengihen the drive agalnst
banned pesticides. Border
ek pusts should be effec-
tively used for curhing the
transportation of endusulfan,
other bapned and outdated
pestickles,

He said that cardamam
plantations shoubd be rou-
tinely checked for banned
pesticidesand that the magis-
trute in the area should be
informexd immediately if they

(ol

QA Y

/ Crackdown on use

pesticides

are found in use. The banned
subistances should be shifted
and keptin asafe anea accord-

ing to the direction of the |

mxgistrate.

F‘ti:||;ipﬂ| z|{’ri|11.|]l|.lré offi-
cer ¥V M. Sasikumar informed
the Collector that endasullan
was reaching the district from
various re-packaging centres
In Tamil Nadu in defferent la-
bels, There is an imcressed
chance of banned pesticides
being l:rlnspnrlad here diir-
ing the cardamom harvesting
scason. I was also reported
that the red-labelled pesti
cides are increasingly being
used onvegetable crops in the
district.

Mur. Sasikumar said that it
Thael bewr found that the uce of
oatdated pesticides and high

dosages harmed the plants |

Agenls of the fake pesticide
companies are supplying the
banned pesticides in the
plantation areas, the Collec-
Eor was informed.

There arc reporls that |

farmers had used around
30,000 tonres of banned pes-
ticides lasl year.

The banped pesticibes in-
chile Carbofuram, Forale
Mythyl Parathion, Manocro-
1|:|th. Melh_'rl Demeton,
Triazophos, Profemphos, Edi-
fenphos. Anilefos, Taioben-
carb and Atrazine.

12 July 2012

é“i?urther relief
+ for endosulfan
T victims likely |

Special Correspondent

THIRUVANAMTHAPURAM:  Chief
Minister Oommen Chandy is
4 ponvening a meeting of MLAs
from Kasaragod district on |
Thursday todecide on further |
relief measures for the wvic-
tims of endosulfan poisoning. |
Responding to a submis- I’
sion from Congress MLAT.N.
Prathapan, he said 3,720 peo- |
ple affected by endosulfan
toxicity had been given cards
entitling them to free medical |
treatment at 11 empanclled
hoszpitals in the State, besides
one im  Mangalore in
Karnataka.
He described the various |
steps (including the provision
of monthly pension and com- |
pensation) the government
had already samctioned for
these people and said they
were in need of further sup-
port. Representatives of orga-
nizations doing humanitarian
work among the endosulfan |
victims too would be invited
for the meeting.

STheIndian EXPRESS

10 July 2012

i

b;mﬁua.!-lli

K rgoed: Severdoon - yeas-
obd Karthik, an endosulfan
victim, is suffering from
many disorders insluding
stammering and mental ill-
s that cannod be cured.
Buthis urological problems
e b cuneed with & surgery.
Unforunately, hospitals
empanelled by the govern-
ment for the treatment ¢n-
dosulfan victims, has be-
come & hurdle in the pro-

2

Earthik has already un-
dergane three nargeries, one
on neck and two on ureter.

% - Empanelment of Hospitals
/55 Worry Endosulfan Victims

The surgeries were per-
T at the KMC Hospital
in Mangabore Hut as per
povermment order that came
eight moaths agn, the only
hospital in Mangabore that
can treat endosulian victims
is Yenepoya Hospital.
There ane 12 hospitals em-
panetled for treatiment of
endosulfan victime.
Theugh medical science
says any doclor ean treat &
paticnt after studymg their
ase, experts areof the opin-
fon that it is better if you
consult the same doctor,
“Dr Laxman Prabhu at
FMC Hospital was treating

hmtlfrhtm s donen t
FMC Hospital, we won't get

financial xid (rom the gov-

ernment. And 1 can't

thie expenses, " said Kanthilk's

farther Jugjrevandas Shetty,

o resident of Beflur.

"1 managed to mest the
expense of the first surgery
while for the cilver tweo sur-
geries, | god government
aid,” he

Earlier, the financial air
wat previded to all hespitals
in

the gowernment or forward
the bill for rmbursement,
wehtich v can approve il the
sargery is not oo costly,”
said Sudheer Babu, who s
in charge of the endosutfan
eell in the district,

Though Jagieevandas has
submitted an application 1o
the Chief Minister through
the Endosalfan Remedistion
Cell ini the destrict, nosction
has heen taken yet,

Patbenls who were relying
on various hospitals sre a

hm‘tertbrn‘npm

dmﬂﬂfbﬁh
I'I'Iillt of Ifan wic-
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CONCORD Begins

* Express News Service

Kasargod: The two-day
" national waorkshop CON-
CORID 2oz (Consultative
Waorkshop on Rehabilitation
of Endosulfan Vietims and
Repuvenation of Ecosystem),
organised by the district
Panchayat and National Pro-
grarmme for Relabalitation of
Persons with l}i.'-u'hiht}'
[NPRPD) was inaugurated
b Chief Minister Oommen
Chandy on Saturday.

In his insugural address,
the chiel minister assured
that the government would
continue its efforts to reha-
bilitate the epdosulfan vie-
tims of the district, "In spite
of some financial short com-
ings, the government would
never step back fram the
commitment of fulfilling the
needs of those who are af-
freetend by the kaller pesticice,”
hee said, The chief minister
al=o assured to improve fa-
alities at the Buds School,

Im the kevnote address,
Junitha Narain, the director
of the Centre for Science and
Enviroaimcent, stressed the
importance of securing
bright future tor the victims
through health relief, pallia-
e care, special education.
She also asked the govern-
maent to check the '[M'.lisii.h'l“-
ties of providing employment
for thase who were affected
by the use of the pesticide,
Shie =aid that the focus should
b om people living with dis-
abilities than the deceased.

“The government has
learned from the Bhopal
Tragedy and the frame work

" for rehabilitation process in

the district is on right track.”
whe said,

~Dwcentralisation of health

> facilities by establizhing local

sgare centre at panchayat

+ Jived is thi: need of the hoawr.

- The restoration of environ-
-ment is as important as the
reliel services.” She ox

prw her h.appi.nn.--;s OvVeT
thar dlistrict authoritics efforts
in making the district bio
district.

“Thee cistrect should be re-
meembered as thee one which
tarned around from a disas-
ter-hit zone to a self sus-
tainedd dizirict. th'uln_t;rnt-
ulated the government for its

i

Ty
¥

Sunita Narain, the director of the Centre for

(i

Science and Emdronment, defivering the

Keynote address at the CONCORD 2012 In Kasargod on Saturday
Provide More Facilities to
Endosulfan Victims: Sunita Narain

Kasargod: Sunita Narain,
direetor of the Centre for
Seience and Environment,
said here on Saturday that
the epdosulfan victims in
the district should be pro-
vided with more facilities,
She was in the district bo at-
tend the National workshop
. CONCORD 2012,

Though she applauded
the state government for
giving rightful recognition
to the epdosulfan kssue in
thi distriet, Narian remind-
ed the government that
Uhere were mope 1o be done,
“The facilities at the Buds
=chood showld be improved.

stance on the issue gaying.
“There was immense pres-
sure Lo sabuolage the Ko-
thikode Medical College's
report on endosulfan bragee-
dy. but Kerala government
thel mast succumb to the (Ll
ticide manufacturer lobby.”

Narain al=o remiinded that
it was the result of continued
effort from people like Dr
Mohan KEumar, Shree Padre,
Leela Kumariamma and oth-

More teachers capable of
providing students with
special education and phys-
iotherapists should be ap-
pointed in these schools,”
she said, adding that the
health facilities for the vic-
tims should be decentra-
lized by providing palliative
care units with more facili-
ties at all 11 panchayats af-
fected by the pesticide.
Commentingon the gen-
uineness of the list of vie-
tims, ‘Narain opined that
the government followed
the best available method
in identifyving the victins.
These people were declared

ers who struggled for the
sy e skl =bialf el |_.|-!I T

Thae EERRT R SOLVENIT
wias relensed '::-‘.'.l:u.'l'u 1l 1
minister K P 3 ohanan at thae
inaugural event where in MP
P Karunakaran presided
over.

Diztrict eollector VN
Jeethendran presented the
report and NHEM 2002 pro-

gramme was launched by

Sumitha Narain

wvictims by an independent
doctors’ board after halding
medical camps for the 7o00
people identified after a
hoaise to hovse sirvey.

Shee stromg ]y epposcd the
endosulfan manufacturers”
stanée on the ssue and sand
that there was enough sci
entific evidence o prove
that the disabilities were
canusedd by the pessticiche. She
stresmid] that the vichme in
the district did ot want
anything but medical re-
lief.

The rehibilitmtion work
shroueld instil hope among
thevietime, <he anid.

MLA= NA Nellibonm, K
hunliuramanl Udmal, K
Kuohjicaeuimid Ll por
E Chamidrashokbarsn. TR
Wbl Bazak, Rasargod Mo
micipal Chammman T B Ab-
dulla, former ministers CT
Ahammadali, Cherkalim
Abelulla, DM2tre collector V
N Jecthendran

Representatives of varions
palitical parties were ail=i

et
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Provide More Facilities to
Endosulfan Victims: Sunita Narain

the district, Narian re-
minded the government
that there were more to be

“done.

Express News Service “Thefacilities at the buds
school should be improved.
s Sunita Marain, More teachers capable of
the director of the Centre  providing students with
for Science and Environ- m educati _:-E Ig:_:i
ment, said here on Satur- iotherapists shou

day that the endosulfan  appointed at these schools,”
vietims in the district- she said, adding that the
ghould be provided with  health facilities for the vie-
more facilities. Shewasin  tims should be decentra-
the district to attend the Tised by providing pallia-
National workshop CON-  tive care units with more
CORD 2z . facilities at all u panchayats
Though appreciated the  affected by the pesticide.

| state government for giv- On commenting on the
ing the rightful recognition  genuineness of the list of
to the endosulfan issue in  vietims, Narain opined

that the government fol-
lowed the best available
method in identifying the
victims. As these people

were declared victims by
an independent doctors'
board after holding medi-
cal camps for the 7oo0
people identified after a
house to howse survey.
She strongly opposed
the endosulfan manufae-
turers’ stance on the issue
and said that there were
enough scientific evidence
to proveghat the disabili-
“ties were caused by the

pesticide.

She stressed that the vic-
tims in the district did not
want anything but the
medical relief. Narain said
that the rehabilitation
works should instil hope
among the victims.,

THE=t@a HINDU

22 July 2012

/ Give pesticide victims
hope, says activist

RN

Stafl Reporter

KASARAGOD: Environmental
activist Sunita Narain has
said that the major task be-
fore the administration is to
bring hope and cheer back to
the life of the victims of endo-
sulfan pesticide,

“Assuaging the hurt feel-
ings of hundreds of victims of
aerial spraying of the endo-
sullan in the State-owned
cashew estates in the district
i# the most important task be-
fore the administration and
the State government,” she
said, Dr. Narain was address-
ing a two-day workshop on
endosulfan, ‘CONCORD-12°,
that commenced here on Sat-
urday. Chiel Minister Oom-
men Chandy inaugurated the

workshop. Dr. MNarain said
that the adminiztration must
strive to implement the reha-
hilitation package for the vie-
tims by setting up not only
medical colleges, but also en-
suring medical facilities at
the panchayat level in the af-
fected localities,

She said the pesticide lobhy
was very influential, and com-
plimented the Kerala govern-
ment and Chief Minister
Oommen Chandy, in partic-
ular, for not succumbing to
the pressures exerted by the
lobby.

Dr. Karain, who is the Di-
rector of the New, Delhi-
hased Society for Environ-
mental Communications, had
visited a few affected families
in the district,
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Ce e SHould Provide More Aid for Rehab

tion of the two-day national
workzhop CONCORD 2002

Kasar, ; #1 our e~ (Copsultative Workshop on
mnﬁljﬁﬁﬂ .'I'ltif}' the Rehobiditation of Endosulian
real endosulctimsand  Vietims and Bejuvenation of
include theeg ¢ list. The  Eecsystem) held here on
relief provif DY the gov-  Suray,

erfiment The workshop was or-

unginal

wily,” sai
W rlfam ~ Muneer. He

g after inangu-

ganised by the district
panchayvat and National Pro-
gramme for Behabilitation of
Persons with Disability
[MNPRPDY) todraft m blueprint

of rehabdlitation and restora-
tion of ecology in the 11 En-
dosulfan-hit panchayats of
the district,

The minister also said that
the Central government
should provide more aid for
the Endoaulfan victims.

FEeing the government of
acountry that manufactures
and exports the pesticide,
the Centre has the responsi-
bility to rehabilitate the vic-

tims,” he said.

The minister in his inau-
gural speech assured that the
facilities at the Buds schools
woukd be improved soon and
mre teachers would be re-
cruited.

Treatment for paticnts
through Avurveda and
Panchakarma will be inclisd-
ed in the medical facilities.
He alzo promised that an
artificial limb manufacturing

of Endosulfan Victims: Muneer

factory, with modern tech-
nobogy would be established
in the district. He also said
that of the 100 motar vehi-
cles, 20 would be distributed
for the disabled persons in
the district. District
panchavat president PP
Shvamala Devi handed over
the dieclaration to M K Mu-
neer, The same declaration
would he submitted to the
Central gowernment.

30 July 2012

éj’"’ Endosulfan: KSSP Flays Centre’s Move

T'Puram: The Kerala Sas-
(hra Sahitya Parishath

‘ é_ (KS5P) has flayed the Cen-

tral Government's request to
the apex court to allow the
sale and use of endosulfan in
all states except Kerala and
Karnataka.

The toxic effects of endo-
sulfan that was sprayed on
the cashew plantations of
Kasargod and the physical,
mental and genetic problems

faced by the people in the
area had been widely dis-
cussed, even international-
Iv.

The KS5P pointed mnrfh at
there was not even a single
study to prove that these
heath problems were not
caused by endosulfan.

At the same time there
were many studies which
aid that endesulfan conld be
the villain.

The demand for a com-
plete ban on endosulfan, is
now decades-old in these
regions. Over 20 commis-
sions were set up to study the
issuc. It was in this back-
ground that the Supreme
Court decided to ban the
production and sale of ende-
sulfan in 2o11.

Ax it is a pesticide which
comes in the Persistant Or-
ganic Pollutant { POP) list. it

has been banned in most
countries, including the US.
The experience of Kerala
with thiz pesticide also con-
tributed to this ban,
However, the Central Gow-
croment’s present move
conled only be bo help the pes-
ticidle lohby, The KSSF
warned that a widespread
agitation is the need of the
hour to protest against such
anti-people policies.  ENS

43



2012

Media Dossier On Endosulfan Issue In Kerala

$TheIndian EXPRESS

25 July 2012

/g:‘“Endosquan' DYFI to File
o Counter-Affidavit in SC

Express Mews Service

T Puram: DYF] state secre-
tary TV Bajesh has said that
the DYFI will file a counter-
affidavit in the Supreme
Court against the Central
Crovernment’s affidavit that
endosulfan can be sold all
over the country except in
Kerala and Karnataka,

The Central Government's
Agricultural Ministry direc-
tor Vandana Siva, in a 100-
page affidavit, had said that
the government should allow
encosulfan to be sold, as ex-
porting the piled up endosul-

fan stock was not practical.

Rajesh said that the expert
committee engaged by the
Supreme Court had elearly
found that endosulfan had
toie effects on human health
and environment.

The Supreme Court had
also made it clear that the
report was anthentie and
that there was no need for
any further studies.

“Labelling and limiting the
endosulfan issue as a region-
al problem and the Central
Government's decision to
give aclean chit to endosul-
fan is a violation of peaple's

right to live,” Rajesh said in
a statement issued here on
Tuesday.

He also pointed out the
instance of Bollywood actor
Aamir Khan publicly going
against the use of endosilfan
in Punjab, where the inci-
dence of caneer iz on the rise,
Aamir had even requested
the Prime Minister to ur-
gently intervene in the mat-
ter. Rajesh said that until the
government stops pushing
peaple to death to appease
the pesticide lobby, the DYF]
would continue the legal
battle.

26 July 2012

/ Endosulfan Manufacturers
#¢ Heave a Sigh of Relief

Kasargod: With the Centre
| recommending lifting of the
- endesulfan ban in all states
- other than Kerala and Kar-
i nataka, Excel Cro Care Ltd,
+ Coromandel Fertilisers and
Hindusthan Insecticide Ltd,
the three major companies
which manufacture the pes-
| ticide, can soon sell their
* stocks worth crores of rupees
in the market. The Centre’s
i decision favouring the com-
. paniesin the Supreme Court
-~ is & great relief for these en-
. dosulfan manufacturers as
¢ the ban had resulted in huge
losses to them, Three of these
| companies, operating in In-
dia. make the country the
Jargest manufacturer of en-
dosulfan in the world.
. According to the annual
1 report, Excel Crop Care's
. profit dipped to the tune of

730.95 crore in 2011-12 after
the Supreme Court banned
the production and sale of
endosulfan in May zo11. The
report mentions that the ban
has affected the profit.

The export revenue of the
company inereased to 7255.8
crore from 7232.24 crore fol-
lowing an SC order during
September and December
that allowed partial export of
the stock. The closing stock
details in March 2012 show
around 16,530 crore inven-
tories il"IL"']'II'-I:i'II!IE raw and
manufactured endosulfan.

The EID Parry which owns
the Coromandel Fertilizers
Ltd reported a dip of 10 per
eent in its turnover after the
ban. Sahern fertilizer manu-
facturing company under
Coromandel, which produc-
es endosulfan and other
plant protection chemicals,
incurred a logs of T61.224

crore. “Sabera's revenue
from operations for the year
ended on March 31 was
7358.43 crore with a net loss
of 761.24 crore. The produc-
tion of Sahero during the
year was impacted under ju-
dicial restraint. However, the
company was able to get per-
mission for utilisation of ca-
pacity up to 75 per cent start-
ing December 2011," the
annual report said.

Meanwhile, for HIL, which
is a Central Government en-
terprise, 50 per cent of the
company’s sales profit was
carned through the =zales of
endosulfan.

The ban will continue in
the state but it doesn’t mean
the pmple here will not have
exposure to the pesticide as
most of the vegetables we
need are imported from
neighbouring states includ-
ing Tamil Nadu,
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—
/o' Allow use of

45 endosulfan

/' except in
kerala
and Karnataka'

J. Yenkatesan

MEW DELH:: The Centre has
askedd the Sepreme Courl to
allow the use of pesticide en
dosulfsn (5 all Stutes Excep
Kerala and Karnabaka, as
thess: Sates are rendy bo use it
. o agricultaral pest contoel

The Supreme Court in Moy
last year bamned the preduc-
ton and sale of cndolsalfan in
the coustry. Is Aprl this
vear, it ssked the Centne 1o
ancertain the quantity of faw
material lying with thres
companics (froducers of (b
banmed pestickde emdosalian)
amnd the mar in which ks
raw maberial could be dis:

poscd ol
The Centre responded in
am ATedwit 1Rel "ihe ¢

dispural ol Fve \tll\.h Lol ‘

sullan by incine
b miare tham He 2L
whereas phazing v.l |
not oaily residl in saving this
huge smount on disposed bui
woald olso save the product
worlh Hs3136 lakh, which
woahl  gontribmibe b i
creased cTa
production /' prodactivity.”

It said that "24 coumtrics
are il ming o
The  indermational
tionaand gobal pragtiocss als
Fugses] phasing ouk, The ¥
absn pecomemends dii
live stock of s ik
Ahsronsgths plhast g oasl by its jus
dicious 125 as por good agr
cultural praciiced fof crop
protection purposed.”

TheCanl pe i Bt “in [n-
din boo wse of several pest
chded wad barned in tho st

malowuifan

amd the live slocks (hereod
wrr alhewed b be dispased
* of by phasing out. Of the 9
States which participated in
the mecting comvened by tha
CEpET  COEMmELIGY,  LECe]iL
Kerala and Karnataka other
Seates were in lavonr of [Ehe |
contirued use of endosulfan
fo thi reassms being brosd
sperinum, cheaper, most pop-
ular amosg fagmers. salc b
poliinations, no repocts of re
sancy feargenoe of il el
lecls

on  humam  leings
animals amd emdaroamert
.Thus, Stabes other tham Ker
aly amd Kashalaka afw meady
b mse e osculifan for agricul
tural jrest comtasl ™~

The Cendre referred bo the
Stockholm Commvention hekd
lnst year which had sdvised
the phasimg val of the pes
chle worr a five-vear period ©
Thus. the use of crdosullan
which has not expired, may be
allowwd in Ielia so 58 0o ox-
bhowssl the exisling =tock of
raw materials and finshed
products As perinternation
al precice, products s
prursed out by moking an
vance snmoursemmen ! of 1
cut off dates for irsport or
manufscture.

UVANANTHEPUR AN
- D

U = FRIDAY, JULY 27, 2012

Greens cry foul at
endosulfan stand

Centre’s affidavit before Supreme Court

Giji K. Raman

KATTAPPANA: Ermvironmental-
ists in Idukki district see a
grand design in the Central
government’s affidavit before
the Supreme Court that seeks
to allow the sale of endosul-
fan in the country excepl in
Kerala and Karnataka.

The ban in Kerala, they av-
er, will not be effective if the
pesticide is freely available in
neighbouring Tamil Nadu,
They point out that in the
border district of Idukki,
where cardamom is grown in
large scales, highly toxic (red-
labelled) pesticides are wide-
v uzed even after their ban.

Environmentalist and so-
cial activist K.N. Sulaiman al-
leges that the government's
stance is surely to help the
endosulfan company and def-
initely not the people. This
calls for a parallel movement
for a total ban on the highly
toxic pesticide,

John Peruvanthanam, en-
vironmentalist, says that in
the district’s cardamom sec-
tor, it has reached a point
where even the highly toxic
endosulfan has turned inef-
fective. The only remedy he
sees i5 a strict ban on all high-
ly toxic pesticides including
endosulfan. After its ban (in-
treduced in Kerala sometime

* Centre for ban only
In Kerala, iurmltalﬂ

* Greens say poruus
borders will fall the
ban

back), it has been noticed that
endosulfan continues to re-
ach the cardamom sector of
Idukki with workers from the
Cumbom and Theni areas be-
ing used as carriers. Though
checking has been intensified
in the Kumily and Cumbo-
mettu border checkpoints,
the pesticide still makes its
way to the district through
the porous borders of the dis-
trict.According to Mr. Peru-
vanthanam, hybrid varieties
of cardamom are being culti-
vated in the district and these
are highly sensitive to pest at-
tacks. A high level of pesticide
application. besides use of
chemical fertilizers, is needed
for their care,

Studies, he points out, have
revealed that 76 species of
snakes  have disappeared
from the area. The figures for
other living beings such as
butterflies and frogs are yet fo
be assessed. Water sources in
the cardamom areas and
streams and rivers in the dis-
trict are found highly toxic.

This has a wider ramification
as the rivers from the high |
ranges are the main source of
drinking water for the neigh-
bouring Ernakulam,

Mr. Sulaiman says that the
cardamom farmers could not
e blamed for the use of high-
ly toxic pesticides as the gov-
ernment policy itself is for
promoting their wide use, It
is only through government
intervention that the ban will
become effective. The vegeta-
ble farming community in the
Vattavada and Kanthallur ar-
eas are also using highly toxic
pesticides, he sayz pointing
out the findings of recent
studies,

Social activist Raju Xavier
says it is mow clear that the s
government stands for multi-
national  companies  and
geems to be not keen on its
social commitment. The en-
dosulfan issue should be seen
as one that affects the coming
generations. A commission
should be appointed by the
government to find for itsell
how the highly toxic pesti-
cides have affected the peaple
in the cardamom plantation
areas, especially at Vandan-
medu, Mali, and
Chakkupallom,

See also Page 13
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‘Endosulfan: mothers take up the baton now
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Endosulfan Victim’s Suicide

Erprria Mewi Semvioe

Karmrgods The wicis of
Jamu Waik of Bellur
Pamcharyal proved the gone
emmment s apathy lowards
arkabilnating the endoel-
Han victims, aadd F Earana
haran MF in Kasatgsd on
T
m P wishied the Ehe
Kasarpsd General Hospanal
e b beadhy of M Maik,
it wan found dead aficr
consuming poiaon af his
eeaideses 0 Bellur, was
brmught %o the o panal
T M alss alloged that

sy wishiesd the afected ar-
e i Wb SRatrict, the MP
acleled
1k alac mainl that fhe stale
govemment had failed ta
ool any akd 1o fhe vic-
fimns, from the 8475 croae
alkacated by e werlirad oo
ersament For fhe victims.
Thee BIF abso alleged thak
the bt wis bl sver 1o
Ihese paschaits withial
even informiag e endos
sulfan £l which was
chasted by distriet paschayst
ab. He assired vhai
e
submitted Bo the pavern.

=¢Govt Apathy Blamed for

preaidant Madha Mighysk-
keal alio visited the biagis
A
Meamehils, fhe fndoed-
Ears Perditha Munsas snd
FaaomnidCan Virmdbu Sammih
jrintly orazieed protost
ot o e crlicinnae on
Tewsadsy The prodestorsal-
Jeped. thal goveriEEnlE
Tl

e £ Jumn
Maik's death.

The protesinm deraaded
rightfal compersaton for
the victin if the Satrkl.

Thir protrsters shus scl
enittend & memerandum de-
manding review of the lisd

b

the mew list pablished by mest 1o include deserving  published by the govens-
ihe auibormies wes wnec- et i the 1 afner the  manl A

ceplable and il moks the reent merting of the Ende Soiad arthvind Marmanan
recommesdatisgs of tie  wulfan Cell Periyainas el b -

Nationsl Homasz Right's
Commission IWIRCE The
Tist prepared by the NHEC
ik Based o The findings
oof the Beam led by Juitice
Balakrishaan, who prron-

WA Mellilkunnu 31L& ,
Distriet panchayat presi-
dent P P Shyamala Dwvi,
former ménister Cherkalam
Alndulis, DYF] district s
petary Siji Mathew and

1wt meer. K B MUhammasd
Kaohi presided over PV
Sudheer Kusiar, sdvecsle
Hanthaborisbnan Peramibels,
K F Jacoh and Madhu §
Mair sl partrpabol <
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by Mafeesa M P

Kasargod: The re-categor-
ised list of endosulfan vic-
tims in 11 panchayats of the
district has shattered the
Eﬂfﬂnﬁnmyp;uimﬂs.wlm
were under the impression

sion to pay the compensation
recommended by the Na-
tional Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC) would end
their woes to some extent.
‘The rehabilitation package,
though not a rightful eom-
pensation for many whocan-
noteven getout of their bods,
contld have been a relief.

Jana Naik, 64, who com-
mitted suicide by consuming
poison at his residence in
Bellur on Monday, was one

them

According to health offi-
cials who knew Janu Naik,
he was very disappointed to
know that his name was not
included in the fresh list.

A throat cancer patient,
Naik was a first category vie-
tim in the previous list that
s available at the Endosulfan
Cell here. “In the new list, as
Mmany a8 103 patients are in-
eluded in the totally bedrid-
den” category. The govern-
ment plans to pay the com-
pensation by Onam,” Depu-
ty Collector P K Sudheer
Babu said. As per the previ-
ous fist, there were a total of
4,880 endosulfan victims in
the djstricl of whom 567
wWene

The number H bedridden
patients has declined to a
mere 1073 in the fresh list as
against the earlier 567, a
huge difference of 464 ben-

that the government’s deci-

eficiaries. As many as 734
people in the list are dead.

Currently, there are only
1oy persons in the bedridden
category, which means that
the compensation to be given
o them has been reduced to
75.15 crore from T28.35
crore. If at all the 464 pa-
tients get included in the
fourth category, that is ‘per-
sons with disabiliny’, only Bs
1302 cran: will be needed as
COmpEnElon.

The district administra-
tion has received anly the
first category lst 2o far,

The government had
agreed topay Bs 5 lakh to the
bedtidden victims, of which
R 3 lakh will be given in the
first phase.

This amouwnt waill be dis-

tributed in two instalments

of Bz 1.5 kakh, The remaining
Rsz lakh will be kept as a
deposit and the beneficiaries
will be ghven a monthly as-
sistance of Rs 2,000 for a
periodd of five years, that is
exqual to the return for bong-
term deposit.

According to District Col-
lector V' N Jithendaran, the
list s tentative and was pab-
hished aﬂn' HY Ih:m:u:lg]:l xlluly
of patients” case history by
experts, “The re-categonsa-
tion was done solely for
matching the government’s
list with the commission's
list. We hawve also invited ob-
Jections if there are any,” he

The NHRC has categor-
FTre | ll'n.- eﬁd:'q'nlll':n ru:hlrm
into four sections —
dien, déceased persons, men-

tally-challenged patients and

persoms with disability. “But

according vo its conve-
TUCTCE. 5

While the UDFMD- P

agreed to paj
hﬂhfmﬂﬂﬁé' v

ment
Rs5

the district administration
did not have a separate list
of mentally challenged pa-
tients,” said Sudheer Babu,
adding that they were ex-
pecting the second category
list in a couple of days.

“We have received a num-
ber of objections from vari-
s panchayats which were
hanched over b the DMO, " he
mildaed.

The decision for re-cate-
gorising the victims' list was
taken at a meeting held in

dugimhﬁmuhﬂu
order dhmnﬂk

the presence of the chief see-
retary, finance secretary amd
health secretary in Thir-
vananthapuram on July 24.
District Collector V W Jithen-
dran, Deputy Collector Sud-
heer Babu and NRHM coor-
dinator Dr Asheel had at-
tended the meeting.
Meanwhile, social activists
here belisve that the re-cat-
cgorisation was the result of
a conspiracy by the govern-
ment to drop beneficiariss
from the list and reduce the

New Endosulfan Victims’ List
Dashes Hopes of Patients
GovtSﬂbntagmg Rﬁhabﬂltahon

m—

l:hﬁu that the
wmmu

compensation amount. &
cording to activist Narayau
an Periva, the re-categoris
tion was done st to redw
the number of beneficiarie
“How can doctors know it
plight of patients just |
studying their case histon
We can accept the list only
it is prepared after a compn
hensive medical camp. Ho
«can they rely on medical n
ports to categorise victime
It sheouild not be a deag an
drop exercise,” he said.
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‘Govt Will not Allow

GM Seeds,
Endosulfan Use’

Express News Service

T'Puram: The State Gov-
erniment will never allow GM
seeds or the use of endosul-
fan in the state, said Agricul-
ture Minister K F Mohan-
an.

He was presiding over the
inaugural session of the two-
day national seminar on or-
ganic farming irtended to
make Kasargod an organic
village.

“Health security iz what
the government is aiming,
through food security,” said
K P Mohanan. He said that
both Chief Minister Oom-
Fier ':hilllll_\' and Finance
Minister KM Mani would be
the pillars of strength for the
agricultural sector in the
state.

Chief Minister Oommen
Chandy said that his govern-

ment had realised that the
coonomic growth of Kerala
was possible only through
the development of the agni-
cultural sector and the gov-
emment was functioning on
the basis of this trath,
*Along with attracting the
vounger generation to agri-
culture and encouraging or-
ganic farming, the marketing
alao needs to be strength-

ened,” said Chandy.

Oommen Chandy said that
the efforts made by the Sik-
kim Government to make
Sikkim a organic farming
state should be lesson for
Kerala too.

Sikkim Agriculture Direc-
tor Khorle Bhutia handed
aver the I'.'Dl]:liH of the book
“Sikkim Towards Fully Or-
ganie” to Chief Minister
Oommen Chandy and Agri-
culture Minister K P Mo-
hanan. In the inaugural ses
sion of the seminar, Agricul<
ture secretary K R Jyvathilal
IAS, Agriculture Director R
Ajithkomar, Planning Board
Chief of agriculture Dr P Ra-
jasekharan, agricultural sei-
entists, Agriculture Depart-
ment officials, model organ-
ic farmers and service pro-
viders of organic certification
also spoke.

25 August 2012

2slglie wle

“Endosulfan J anakeeya
Munnani to Stage Fast

TPuram: The members of
the Endosulfan Peeditha
Janakeeya Munnani will
stage a fast in front of the
Chief Minister's residence on
the Thiruvonam day in pro-
test against the lackadaisical
attitude: of the government
towards the rehabilitation of
endosulfan victims in Kazar-
god. Office-bearers of the
Munnani and Samara
Samithi told reporters here
on Friday that Chief Minister
Oommen Chandy humiliated
them at a meeting convened
at his chamber todiscuss the
victims' rehabilitation on
Friday. The mothers of the

victims arrived here after
they were invited by the
Chief Minister for the mect-
ing at 8 p.m. on Thursday.
However, they said that the
Chief Minister ridiculed
them by poking on their de-
mands which led them to
stage a sit-in in his chamber,
“We complained that he
didn't visit us when he was
in Kasargod. But his reply
was that he avoided visiting
the protest venue in front of
the Collectorate as we were
staging the protest with
mouths gagged,” said a vic-
tim's mather.

The Samara Samithi of-

fice-bearers said that the
Chief Minister said that debt
relief measunes cannaot be of-
fered as the same was not
suggested by the National
Human Rights Commisgion.
They also alleged that the
Chief Minister said that he
was helpless to address their
medical needs.

“The CM =aid that the doc-
tors in government service
were not willing to work in
Kasargod even when they
were offered Bz 20,000 ad-
ditional remuneration. This
shows either his inefficiency
or lack of interest in the is-
sue,” they said. ENS
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Endosulfan council flays Chandy’s stand

Special Correspondent

THIRUVAMANTHAPURAM: The
Endosulfan Peeditha Jana-
keeva Munnani, an action
council of endosulfan victims
in Kasaragod, has accused
Chief Minister Oommen
Chandy of making a mockery
of the talks he had with them
at his chamber on Thursday.
Munnani president T, Sho-
bana told reporters here on
Friday that the meeting with
Mr. Chondy was arranged

through NA.  Nellikunnu,
MLA, and when 10 mothers of
the victims from panchayats
met the Chief Minister he
“ridiculed” them by saying
that he could not hold talks
with them on reaching Kas-
aragod on July 21 as they had
gagied their mouth at the ag-
itation venue,

Subsequently, the mothers
demanded the Chief Minister
to accept the National Hu-
man Hights Commission rec-
ommendations and

distribute Rs.5 lakh each to
the 2,453 bed-ridden victims
and Hs3 lakh each to 1,729
other victims.

On informing that the as-
sistance has been announced
only for 103 persons, Mr,
Chandy questioned the ve-
racity of the information and
said that assistance would be
given to all deserving cases,
He refused to heed to the re-
quest to issue an order ex-
tending the assistance to the
mentally-retarded,  cancer,

TH patients, and others. Now
the victims in 11 panchayats
alone have been identified.
The request for identifying
the victims in other pan-
chayats was alzo not taken se-
riously. He turned down the
plea to waive the bank loans
and did not entertain even
the appeal for ordering a
moratorium.

He expressed his inability
in deploying doctors in the af-
fected areas saving doctors
wiere unwilling to work there.

26 August 2012

Chief Minister denies charges

‘Government did not humiliate mothers of endosulfan victims'

Special Correspondent

THIRUVAMANTHAPURAM: Chaef
Minister Oommen Chandy
has denied the allegation that
the government had humili-
ated the mothers of endosul-

fan wvictims after inviting
them for talks here on
Thursday.

In a statement here on Sat-
urday, Mr. Chandy said the
government's attempt was to
resolve the problems faced by
the victims and their families
through consultations with
all concerned.

The meeting with the
mothers of endosulfan vie-
tims was convened on Kas-
aragod MLA N
Nellikkunnu's  initiative, It
was scheduled for 8 p.m. and
it toak place as scheduled im-
mediately after the Cabinet

meeting,

Only a few women con-
nected with the endosulfan
stir had come for the meeting.
Since 1t was felt that it would
be better to take decisions on
their demands at 3 meeting
altended by the MP and
MLAz from Kasaragod; repre-
sentatives of the endosulfan
victims; and the district pan-
chayat president; it was pro-
posed that a bigger meeting
could be held at the earliest in
Kasaragod.

It was resolved that deci-
sions would be taken on all
the related issues at a meeting
to be convened under the
leadership of Agriculture
Minister K.P. Mohanan, the
Minister in charge of Kasara-
god, and Minister for Pan-
chayats M.K. Muneer.

On behalf of the govern-

ment, he had assured the
meeting that the government
was committed to imple-
menting the recommenda-
tions of the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
and that the anomalies in the
list of victims would be recti-
fied at the earliest. At this
point, the wvictims' mothers
came up with the demand
that a decizion on waiving the
loans of the victims® families
should be taken then and
there. They were assured that
since the information awvail-
able on the issue was frag-
mentary, the matter would be
taken up at the Kasaragod
meeting. After he had left the
meeting for briefing  the
media on Cabinet decisions,
the women began shouling
slogans and staged a sit-im,
Mr. Chandy said.

P&

The UDF government, the
Chief Minister said, had done
the most for the endosulfan
victims, The government had
izsued orders for implemen-
tation of all the recommenda-
tions of the WHRC and
declared 11 panchayats in the
district az endosulfan-affect
ed. The government was pay-
ing between RBs 1,000 to
Rs.2,000 as pension to 4182
victims.

It had also issued orders for
payment of Hz5 lakh to the
kin of victims who had died
and those who were bed-nd-
den and Red lakh to those
wha were physically chal-
lenged. As many as 734 peo-
ple had also heen given
asgistance 3t the rate of Hsl
lakh from the Chief Minis-
ter's District Relief Fund, Mr
Chandy said.
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Endosulfan Virudha Samithi
Members Disrespected CM: MLAs

Express News Service

Kasargod: MLAs N A Nel-
likunnu and B E Abduraz-
cak, at a press conference
here on Saturday, alleged
that the representatives of
the Endosulfan Virudha Sa-
mara Samithi disrespected
Thief Minister during the
alks between him and
nothers of the vietims in
Fhiruvananthapuram the
ither day.

The allegations by the
iamithi that CM disgraced

pated in the meeting are
baseless, the MLAs said.
They also claimed that the
Samithi leaders including
many pruminenl: activists
had some hidden agenda
and they were utilising the
victims for it. They also
said that many of the de-
mands raised during the
meeting were already
agreed upon by the govern-
ment,

The only difference that
existed between the two par-
ties was on the demand to
write off the loans of the vie-

tims. They also informed
that the chief minister was
ready for talks in the pres-
ence of minister K I Mo-
hanan having charge of the
distriet,

Meanwhile, the Satya-
graha held by the endosul-
fan victims completed 128th
day in the district. Amidst
the blame game continues,
district authorities on Sat-
urday started to distribute
the first instalment of * 1.5
lakh to the 103 victims in-
;:_]udud in the published
[E18

he women who partici-

THE:3£
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Endosulfan victims_
seek better deal &ﬁw

Speciul Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:  The

| Endosulfan  Peeditha Jana-

keeva Munnani has accused
the State government of try-

| ing to subvert the endosulfan

victims' rehabilitation pack-
age proposed by the National
Human Rights Lommlssmn
{(NHRLC).

In a slatement here on
Sunday, the organisation al-
leged that the government
was distorting NHRC's rec-
ommendations thereby deny-
ing assistance to most of the
viectims and their families.
The government was not
making any attempt to map
all the vietims in all the affect-
ed panchavats and s deci-
sion to deposit a portion of
the assistance being paid to
the victime in banks so as to
pay them pension could be
seen only as a ploy to limit the
cntire assistance scheme (o
just five years,

The Munnani alleged that
there was no complete list of
those eligible for assistance
under the rehabilitation

scheme. Mot even the list of
those who had participated in
medical camps held in August
and December 2010 had been
published so far. Considering
the possibility of the effects of
endosulfan persisting for sev
eral generations, the re should
be a mechanism for periodic
revision of the list. There
were several families that had
got pauperiscd spending huge
sums for treatment of the vie-
tims, The LDF government
had declared a morstorium
on loans taken by such fam-
ilies. Howewver, banks had be-
gun iSsuing revenue recovery
notices on such families. The
government should take unge
nt steps to waive such loans
Although the NHRC had rec-
pmmended upgrading of the
11 primary health centres in
Kasaragod districts as com-
munity health centres o pro-
vide better healthcare to the
victims, the government had
ol followed LR o6 this

The government should
take steps Lo ensure payvment
of compensation on “polluter
pays’ principle.
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Staff Keporter

HASARAGOD: Finding the talks
with Chiel Minister Oommen
Chandy “fruitful,” the Endo-
gulfan Peeditha Janakeeys
Munnani, a people’s front in
support of the victims, has de-
cided to suspend the 130-day
indefinite relay hunger strike
oy the mothers of the victims.

Mr, Chandy, during the dis-
cussions with a delegation,
led by P. Karunakaran, MF,
and district panchayat presi-
dent P.P. Shyamala Devi, in
Thiravananthapuaram on
Sunday, promised steps to
meet the demands raised by
e mothers for the rehahbil-

itation of the victims and
their families as suggested by
the Mational Human Rights
Commission, Ambikasudan
Mangad, leader of the front,
said at a press conference
here on Monday.

“We have decided to sus-
pend the indefinite relay hun-
ger strike for at least two
months in the light of Mr.
Chandy's calegorical assur-
ance to sddress most of the
demands raised by the agita-
tors,” Ambalathara Kunhik-
rishnan, convener of the
front, said.

A day-lomg fast planned in
front of the Chief Minister's
official residence on Thirave-

‘Endosulfan victims' mother

130-day-old relay hunger strike suspended following Chandy’s promise !

* Chief Minister
promises to pay
compensation

= Panel to be set up
to study loan walver

nam day has becn called off.

Mr. Chandy promised to
pay the compensation recom
mended by the commission —
Rs. 5 lakh for the bedridden
and the families of the dead
and Rs. 3 lakh for the serious-
Iyill

He allayed apprehensions
over the revised kst of victims
eligible for the assistance,

SVEVITL W Y

m:im:Lil'.:l:E that what was
].n.lhllshk] was a preliminary
lEst.

He sald o ministerial dele-
gation. womprising Health
Ministef V.5,  Sivakumar,
Agriculture  Minister K.P.
Muohanap and Social Welfare
Minister M K. Muneer, would

visit Kasaragod on September
3in an aftempt to compile the
final report after talks with
the and the local
administration.

“We gre eagerly awaiting
the uul.ll.rnrn:nl'x initiatives
1o meekihe genuine demands
ruised by the victims' moth-
ers, whe silently bear the
hrant of the man-made

call off stir

health hazards caused by the |
overuse of endosulfan on the |
State-owned cashew estates |
in the district. We wall ex- |
plore options to intensify the |
agitation if the government
falls 1o herg} s assurances,”
Sulfath, an activist of the |
front, said.

One of the major demands |
raised by the agitating moth-
ers was complete waiver of
loans taken by the wictims® |
families to meet medical ex-
PEns,

Mr. Chandy promised to
consider the demand by set-
ting up a committee to study
its genuineness.

STheIndianEXPRESS
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7 Mothers of Endosulfan
Victims Call Off
Satyagraha

]
|

Express News Service

Kasargod: Endosulian Pe-
editha Janakeeva Munnani
called off its 130-day-old Sa-
tyagraha on the Collectorate
premises on Monday.

The representatives of the
Munnani, at a press confer-
ence here, informed that the
satyagraha by the mothers of
endosulfan victims was
calbed off temporarily follow-
ing talks with Chief Minister
Oommen Chandy and P Kar-
unakaran MP, district
panchayat president P P
Shvamala Devi, Karadukka
block panchayat president B
M Pradeep and Muliyar
grama panchayat president
V Bhavani,

The repressentatives led by
the MP has urged the gov-
ermment to ABsure compen-
=ation to all the deserving
victims and implementation
of the recommendations of
the NHRC.

Additionally, they have

also asked the government
b write off the loans of the
victims' families.

The Munnani represen-
tatives said that the CM
had azsured that the deci-
sions on the demands
would be taken by a team
of ministers including So-
cial Welfare Minister M K
Munecer, Agriculture Min-
ister K P Mohanan and
Health Minister ¥ 5 Shiva-
kumar after talks with dis-
trict authorities and peo-
ple’s representatives,

The Endosulian Janakeeya
Peeditha Munnani -
tatives said that the Satya-
graha would be relaunched
if the government fails to
fulfill the promises,

Samithi members includ-
ing Amhikasuthan Mangad,
Ambalathara Kunhikrish-
nan, TC Madbava Panicker P
¥V Sudheeran, A Mohan Ku-
mar, T Shobhana, Zulfath
and Misriya were present at
the press conference.
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‘State awaits Centre’s ai
for endosulfan victims

No Discrimination In Disbursing Aid, Assures Chandy

Viju B!t

Thiruvanant hapuram:
For thie 5,000 0dd endosulifan
vietims in Kasaragod dis.
trict, it has bapn a long wait
for a much-needed aid and
rehabilitation of their shat-
tered Vivelibhood.

The victims include 995
peaple who became physi
cally handicapped, 1,184 in
fantswith congenital mental
digorders and 225 cancer-afl-
flicted people

Responding 16 com-
plaints from victims on se-
leetive disbursal of fusds,
chief  minister Dommen
Chandy on Mondny said that
there would be o discrimi-
nation while dishursing fi
nancial assistance

But this is easier sawd
than done. admit state offi
Clals, Thaey papyit ol than thie

Endosullen victims and relatives staged a sit-in at the CW's
eHice on Thursday night after talks with him failed
et Re 5 [akh, Otheys who are
suffering  from  varioms
chyonic ailments will get Rs
1 lakh each,” a state ofTeial

cep in Kerala and Kavnata
ka 1= vet another example of
their pro-endosalfan stand,”

i package would come to
around Hs 1350 crore and the
state alone will not be able to
bear this buyiden

“The state has vealized
s mistake and now openly
acknowledges that it was a
huge mistake toaerial-spray
the deadly pesticide over
cashew plantations in Kazq-
ragod  that created this
health eatastrophe,” U Java-
Kumar trusteeof Thanal, an
environmental NGO, =aid

He said the government
should not allow the prode
tion of endosulfan when the
Stockholm  conventbon, a
global  treaty to  protect
health and ey ironment had
declared endosulfan as a per
sistent pollutant. Lasl vear,
India joined the list of &3
counivies that have banned
thie use af this pesticidi

01 September 2012

Greens hail Supreme Court
decision on endosulfan

Apex Court Orders Shlftmg Of Case To A Green Bench

Viju Bl fects of the pesticide is :.-e’tlu
be done by the government,”
Thiruvananthapuram: said C Jayakumar, trustes of
Environmentalists have wel- Thanal, an environmental
comed the Supreme Court organization which has been
erder on Friday to shift the probing endosulfan-related
endosulfan case o A green health issues in Kasaragod.

bench. The move will benefit
the case, especially sinoe it
has reached a critical junc-
turewherein theagriculture
ministry wants the ban on
the pasticide tobe lifted in all
states, except Kerala and
Karnataka.

“The petition filed in the
Supreme Court 15 against
gross violation of environ-
mental laws, as endosulfan
wassprayed indiscriminate-
ly over cashew plantations
in HKazarapod. Strangely

Thee 5,000-5dd endosulfan
victims in Kasaragod have
bein awaiting financial aid
for the past two decades

emough, after the case came
up in the court, it was the
agriculture department
which filed affidavits, There-
fore,a proper environmental
impact study on the side-ef-

The court on Friday alsa
pointed out that the report
filed by the government was
not clear on whether there
had been an adverse impact
by banning the pesticide. It
asked the government to file
another report to get & cor-
rect view on the lssue.

Last year, the Supreme
Court, acting on a writ pet-
itton flied by the Democratic
Youth Federation of India,
had banned the production
and saleof endosulfan in the

couniry. The court had di-
rected thestate and Centreto
freeze the production licenc-
o3 granted to manufactur
ers.  "The  government
should not allow the produc:
tion of endosulfan when the
Stockholm comvention, a
global treaty to protect
health and environment, has
declared it as a persistent
pollutant,” Jayakumar said.
Last year, India joined &3
countries that have banned
s e,

The 5,000-0dd endosulfan
victims in Kasaraged have
bean awaiting financial aid
and rehabilitation for the
past two decades. However,
the state is still preparing
the final list of victims,

52




Media Dossier On Endosulfan Issue In Kerala

$ThelndianEXPRESS

THE=@ = HINDU

19 September 2012

10 October 2012

/ Endosulfan Package: Ministerial
&¢ Team to Meet CM Today

Em“h

: Bringing relicf
:m:ﬂm
victima, the méinisterial com-
mittes which visited the dis-

announced

The leam com

culture Hhmﬂ;ﬁ
hanan, Health Minister V §
Sivabkumar and Social Wel-
fare Minister M K Muneer
visited Kasargod ahead of
the distribustion of the com-

“We are mecting the chief

mimister ar his residence in o

Thiravananthapuram on

Widmesday momming o pre-
eft warous pmmq
mplllh‘l;ﬂmt wieti
said K P Mohanan, whe
headed the team, after mod-
h:mml::m of vafi-
ous organisstions working
for the ceuse of endosulian
E‘Iiml at the collectorate

“The reief amd rohabilio-
ticm package will ba finalized
l.ﬁ:rm&unuuﬂl
the next Cabinet Tn:nl::n&,
Mohanan added.

The demanids raised at the
maating were waiver of all
laans wvailed by the affecisd
families and setting up ofa
tribumnal to -.‘.eiemln-e rhe

THE RELIEF AND
REHABILITATION
PACKAGE WILL
BE FINALISED
AFTER
DISCUSSING THE
MATTER AT THE
NEXT CABINET

MEETING ,’

Heelf, said the minister.

governmin is exploe-

ing the options to provide

pengion and ather firancial

aekietanice for the victime

h monEy orders in

caze ane finds it difficult o

use ATMs." M K Muneer
said

T feam promised bo take

a fawvourable stand on the
demand to exterd the pack-
age to those l.ﬂli“{::;d with
strange disenses who are re-
siding outside the notified
panchayats, There are
with mental and physical
disabilities in places like
l{%ﬂ Puthar. |

e ministers also an-
nounced that Kasturba Med-
ical College, Mangalore, and
an ey bﬂlﬂ in Angamaby
willl ba included in the list of
hospitals whiere treatment is
provided to the endosulfan
wictime free of cost.

The list comprises Pari=
varam Medieal College, Ko-
shikade Midical Callege,
Yenepoya Medical College,
Sril Chitra Medical and Re-
gional Cancer Centre and
Malshar Cancer Centre In
Thalasery.

/el TH

Panel to go into all

aspects of endosulfan
Court asks Centre to spell out its stand

4 Wenkalimn

NN DELE The

Courl has apponied an wx-
pert commmitten 1o g lata all
ssprets of the ban on endo-
sulfan and the disposal of the
exsling quandity of the pesti-
cide

The coiir! B sdbied the
Centiv 1o spell oul (s stasd
i 1he mansiscture el use
ol endossalian in Ehe oouniey

A Besch comprialeg Jui-
v Sealastel Kumar snd
Jusibee Modan B, Lokur,
hearing a writ petition Sled
by ghe Democratic Youth
Federation of Indis o Tose-
day, smbel e commilies 1o be
hesadded by the Terector Gen
eral of the Indisn Council of
Medical Keearch  (ICMH)
wiili] have the klsmbar-Sec-
retary of the Centre Pollation
LConkrol Board, twe scientists,
amd the Joint Seceetasy of
Pla=a Protectien from the
Agriculiure Mindstry on i

Bopsart im wix wieeks

The Bench mbed the oom:
mites 10 skl s report in
six weehs alter undertaking a

schentific study on the ques
thon whe ther the use of endior
wallan would cems  asy
ko hralty hazasd 8o hus
man beings and of s impact
on enviroamsenial palloticn
The panel would sl recoss-
mend whether endosuliian
shaisd be frermitted 64 1 L
hanned completely in baman
interest

Last year, the comrt had
hansed the manufactary el
ale of endowulfss in the
country, The Bench fsalied
thie Cenbre bor not g@ving il
v wihetbet the ban ihould
COREAGE S BT

The Bench sald, “You can't
leave -:erH'unibm:a.u.rl.cnd
urw.,rl = excowaling its lim

& Wiy don™ you [1he Cestre]
thrl clear ll.ll'ld'.' I we say
vir, yiim Y SO TS,
andd if we don'® ban, Thes @ is
hesman crivie ERhes way we
arw blamed.

The Bench said e com-
mittee wold also estimale
the o of the exiting stk
of the peaticide that should be
destroved. It posted the mal
1br|‘:lr|‘wﬁhfr'-‘--=-'ir\¢l-n L
et 2

22 September 2012

¢vSurvey to Include Differently
“Abled in Endosulfan Victims’ Llst

THE MOVE HAS TO BE SEEN AGAINST THE
BACKDROP THAT EVEN THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE COMPENSATION PACKAGE IN THE
WORST-AFFECTED REGIONS IS FRAUGHT WITH

Express News Service

Kasargod: Local bodies
neighbouring the 11 endosul-
fan-affected panchayats in
Kasargod seem to have en-
gaged in a wild-goose chase.
Following reports that
Health Minister V S Sivaku-
mar has recommended in-
clusion of the differently-
abled persons in areas neigh-
bouring the endosulfan-hit
regions in the list of victims,
the panchayat authorities
have begun a survey of such

PETSONS.

The move has to be seen

against the backdrop that
even the implementation of
the compensation package in
the worst-affected regions is
fraught with uncertainty.
“We are not against giving
compengation to any vietin.
But, at first, the anthorities

UNCERTAINTY

should make sure that each
and every affected personin
the 11 panchayats is given
adequate compensation in
time,” said activist Ambika-
suthan Mangad.

According to Deputy Col-
lector Sudheer Babu, who is
in charge of the Endosulfan
Rehabilitation Cell in the
district, the district adminis-
tration is et to receive any
government order regarding
the matter.

He added that the current
list of endosulfan victims

for the rehabilita-
tion package includes many

persons who are residing
outside the 11 notified
panchayats.

While the Mogral Puthur
panchayat is requesting for
benefits equal to that of the
endosulfan victims, the
neighbouring Kumbla
panchayat has already pre-
pared a list of differently-

abled persons within itz lim-

its.

It claims that ishigh
concentration of e with
mental and physibal dis-
abilities in some arehs of the
panchayat.

According to Kumbla gra-

ma panchayat president
Famla P H, a survey con-
ducted by the Mational Pro-
gramme for Rehabilitation of
Persons with Disabilities
[NPRPD) officials in 2010
found 300 mentally-chal-
lenged patients and many
maore with physical disabili-
ties,

“The survey done by an-
ganwadi workers for the
;ERPD\‘J;I—:(II:I ::Iuml many

eren persons in
the panchayat, but it was not
documented properly,” she
said, and added that a
panchayat-level survey of
disabled persons will be con-
ducted from Monday on-
wards.

She, however, admitted
that some patients in the
panchayat have already
found place in the endosul-
fan victims' list.
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/! Nati on

SC asks panel
%“to spellout

" stand on
endosulfan

Apex court concerned at
eConomic lmpact of ban

NIV DA LI The Supremas

1o ther TR W

g oebers, Direciorden-
v, Dedan Council for M
icad Research (ICMR)Y and

Commaskoaer, Agnouliure e
e -

v

“Keedieia 1o day that ghe
TR i pevsegg Moo BVET WA
pormr we i . <lefne s
of Lnson of Indin.” the oourt
ail The méerim arder ban-
h“-iﬂmﬁmﬂ

Ionirh:l.'unﬁuml.

IO O Crisks” The
remarls came alber it was
peaniod puk ghas o aboil Ki
L3 crome el

rgEred
bor diipsang of the emiting 3
ks

Agncelture Miniatry ssd
FCMR aed Jouse Soeretasy,

e,
Senied coutse] Ernhnan
Vemuzapal. appaknag bed

ey, rhe: v biide erddoad-
inm mad cear, raguirad in o,
rarmaficy

Conerol  irsgacy of this prenokle on

cropa, beman and animal
terakh and ervironmens bad
e ropuarted 1 other e
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'Kozhikode endosulfan
study inconclusive

S
\521‘* P

Member of expert team says it had no proper mandate

5.H. Fraveen

NOZHIKODE: The report sub-
mitted by an expert téam
formed by the State govern-
ment ko study the health dis-
orders attributed to the use of

| endosulfan in a few villages in
the district is inconclusive
about whether the pesticide
had been used in those areas
and its after-effects, if any,

o A team member who chose

| to remain anonymous told

The Hindu here on Thursday

that the government, the
| Agriculture Department in-
| eluding, had not given a prop-
| er mandate to the team.

“We were not given any
terms of reference. The team
did not have a chairman or
convener, Initially, not evena
competent authority to study
the health aspects was pre-
sent. Two members having
experience in the field were
added after a request. The six
members of the team have
met one anather oply once -
on the day of inspection, The
report was submitted after
suggestions were incorporat-
ed through a number of cor-
respondences,” the team
member said,

The member said a day's
ficld wisit had been inade-
quate to study the issue with
several dimensions and arriv-

|ing  at conclusions  was
| difficuls.
The team visited the Chak-

kittappara panchayat on May
18. The management of the
Perambra Estate of the Plan-

& |t is not confirmed
when the pesticide
had been uSed

= Protest association
expresses
reservation

tation Corporation of Kerala,
when asked by the team aboat
the duration of application of
endosulfan on the estate, said
a5 litres each had been ap-
plied in 2001 and 2002, Aerial
spraying had not been done,
and peope living in the vicin-
ity or those who sprayed the
pesticide were not found te
have any illness that could be
attributed to the chemical.
Stock register

However, members of the
Endosulfan Viroddha Samara
Samithi {anti-gndosulfan
protest association) sabd the
team had ignored the stock
register of Krishi Bhavan,
which had proof of distribu-
tion of endosulfan in these ar-
eag from 1970 to 2002,

“The stock registers and &
few bottles of endosulfan
fram the 1970s were given as
proof of usage to the team.
The District Collector had
mentioned in the initial re
port that endosulfan had
been used here from 1970 to
2002. These details are not
even mentioped in the re-
port,” 0.0, Thomas, chair-
man of the samithi, said,

On the allegation, the team

member said Krishi Bhavans
used to distribute small quan-
tities of the pesticide. Large
quantities used for aerial
spraying had been distributed
only through the Flantation
Carporation of Kerala.

The team later wisited the
houses of the persons report-
ed by the media te be victims
of endosulfan application.
The report says, “[Tihe age of
the affected people in the six
houses visited ranges from
seven to 31. Only one member
of each family is affected. Par-
ents and other siblings are
healthy.
was a commen finding in all
cases.”

The samithi alleges that the
team did not visit the houses
of any of the old plantation
warkers affected by exposure
to endosulfan.

Mr. Thomas said a study |

conducted by the doctors of
the taluk hospital at Peram-
bra had found 295 cases of
mental illnesses. But the ¢x-
pert team visited only six
househaolbds.

The expert team report
doés not say if the disorders
in thiose $ix persons are due to
the use of endosulfan, The
leam suggests an eélaborate
epidemiological survey of the
households in the region vis-
#-vis a neighbouring pan-
chayat where endosulfan had
been not used at all and the
results to be compared with
the State or national average
for incidence for such
disabilities.

Mental retardation |
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A 100 alternatives to endosulfan |

| POP review committee recommendation will now go before next CoP

| Roy Mathew

THIRUYAMANTHAPURAM: The
eighth meeting of the Persist-
| ent Orgenic Pollutants (POF)
Review Committee to the
| Stockholm  Conwention on
Persistent Organic Pollutants
which concluded in Geneva
| an Friday approved the as-
| sessment of 100 chemical al-
ternatives to endosulfan on
| Thursday. In a significant de-
parture from past practice,
the committee also recom-
| mended non-chemical alter-
| matives (to endosulfan).
Of the 110 chemical alter-
| natives assessed for endosul-
tan, one (dicofol) was set
apart for further evaluation
| becauseof the possibility that
| it eould also be a persistent
organke pollatant.
The committee observed
that nine of the alternatives

| suggested needed  further
evaluation.
| Used in India
The approved chemical al-

ternatives include the pesti-
cides malsthion, aldicarh,
carbofuran, cabary, fipronil,
methyl parathion. and py-
rethrin which are used in In-
dia.

The decisions of the com-
| mittes, which are recommen-

datory in nature, will now go
before the next meeting of the
Conference of Parties (CoF)
to the Convention to be held
in April mext year.

The Conference of Parties
had decided last year to list
technical

phased elimination, with spe-
cific exemptions that includ-
ed use on multiple crop-pest
oo

review committee was
asked to . the dnehi
opment eployment o
alternatives to endosulfan,
Gireen ways
The evaluation of non-
chemical alternatives to en-

attractant lures and traps,
and biokogical controls such
as pathogens, predators, and
parasitolds

“The lu-nu is on managing
the agroecosystem to avold
bauild-up of pests using cul-
tural, biological, and mechan-
Ical methods, instead of
synthetic materials. Practices
in¢lude using resistant varie-
ties better adapted to ecolog-
ically based production than

CRITICAL DECISIONS: Members and observers
attending the eighth meeting of the Persistent
Organie Pollutants (POP) Review Commities fo the
Stockholm Convention on Persistent! Organic
Pollutants in Geneva recentiy.

those bred for high-input
agriculture, crop diversity,
crop rotstion, intercropping,
optimised plamting time and
weed management, consery-
ing natural enemies, and ma-
:ﬁhﬂnﬂpnﬂlﬁeﬂ levels to

uce Insect reproduction.
Such approaches have shown
increased or similar yields,
greater returns to farmers,

|
and an improvernent in social |
and environmental indica- |
tors,” the document present- ‘
ed to the committes on the
assessment said. |
The report gave guidance |
on technical feasibility, a|
step-wise approach to shift- |
ing to  ecology-based
proaches, and traéning of
farmers. |

23 October 2012

Endosulfan case back to square one  .»%>

Primary guestion by apex court about

healnhy haeands 1o human be-

its harmful effects remains unanswered

Krishnadas Tajsgnpal

FOZHIRGRE: Formal orders,
|\||| ng iwer & year. passed
Supeeme Court im he
public imlerest petilion trig-
gered by the ~haghly h‘hw}-—
ing” photographs of
wivo sy heve boon alfected
by the presticide esdasulfan in
Betala show ke Cam bas

come halll cirche.
The case,  Democratic
o off [mdis ve.

three-juslge bench bl 'nr e
then Chiel Justice of India
Justice 5 1, Rapadia. Eleven
dape lsfer, on May 13, 2011,
the Bemch ardied an " mme-
diate ban” o the pesticide.

In the order, it cheerved
that “somc of the studies
show (had enidosulfss is sig-
nifigantly  assecisled  wil
[ behavioural disorders,
o -.zn five disorders. hydroce-
phalus, memtal retardation,
erilcal blindness, selzures,
LT

pvesh that ihy

comrl’s croda-coumsiny bam on
production, wee and sale of
erdosulfan was prompted by
the “all=eifects cleasly felt in
the Stale of Kerala and He
tendosulfan’s) use has been
completely bamned in that

{ prople  Stane”

The: rght 1o life
“We have guiw v e
papart fublisked by the Gov-
;{:ﬂmn‘lpﬁ‘ Kerals amd the
DT AppearLng
therein are highly dturbing.
Right tn life, pusramteed us-
whier Artiche T1 ol (e Coslile-
tion of India is the most
fundamental of all humam
rights. Any decizion alfeciing
husman L, or wikch may pat
an ipdividizal's life al wiak,
rsl ] foar ther il anainus
saruting,” the May 13 order
reads
Forming an ex o -
1 ihe cosart P..::rd: the
| b mndu'i u el onl:f'c

sallan caisees any  serous

ings and caiidcs VRN N
tal pulhstiont™

Orver a year later, the coun
wdmitted im its st
dated October 9, H20k2 tha
thie cas i back Lo speare oo
wiils the commitice fallling to
come =p with any “specific
anwyis,. T primany m
tion about the harmial 5
of endosalfam on higmass and
ecology remains wnan swered

The comméitee wus re-
quered bo condwct soentific
sl wii e qjuirstiasn wheth
ef the uw of eadoaulfas
would cass any  EeFEa
heealth harards to buman be-
ings ond would cwece Bnvi-
roamental pollution. There is
mo apecific anvwer provided
by (b Commsites in the re-
ot filed Beelome this court.” a
Benchi of Justice Swatanter
Kumar and Justice MLB. Lo
Ipzr observed in the October 9
oEdeE,

Unanswered questions
A st of four questions was
asked by e Supreane Court
for the eommdtice to come up
with SEEwrers in sn oeder dat
wd Augmi 5 301 — otal
qraantity of manelactured en
dosulfan i the comntry, the

guantity of manulsdursd en-
dosaifen which can be ex
poried @0 ierms of pending
e e il pa Lo by Lakis
en todispose of halaficon fin
wlactared endownlfan:
whiller destruction of the
balanes gaantiiy would result
" il Sy vacl al s

O liokwett 4
ws lefl with mo choloe but 1o
increase the mmber of ex-
perte on ke oommlives, and
adt mare of ki the same
qoedinn it assed the s
on August 5 Namely, what i
ihe cxnct quantity of endo-
sulfam svailabl i Indin as of
oy s it in e greater bu-
man ard environmental in
terest 0 ham wee  of
endorullan: Hew souch endo-
--u|l‘.1r||-:1n|:i. nun be

d

R

The reasan the e gives
* Syprems Court for thee pepetition in ils Octa-
seehs answers Lo Ber @ ender is: ~The commi
four ql.lﬂiﬁﬂ'l fee was required Bo make
oader spriific  answes o the
'mﬁu lul e qaethes ralied In the opder
submit report chated August 5, 2001, Howes
within tin wesls &1, no satisfactory answer has

been furmished to the court

Ill untetsm orders h'lu'l f‘ﬂ‘ﬂl

paised 23 il was Dol in the
imleresl of heman healb or
Enviropeest b e
endosaliun.

The Bersch further podnts
gl thal il cannot helpthevic-
nirw wmlies backid by sclen
Bifie cvidemor aboul  tho

armfull effects of endoul-
fun. Glving six weeks. €
court cxpressed & “definite
ope” thal s sepoet will be
placed belose it om tme as “l
18 mot possible for this court
1o s any furiher d .

withou having ih
ke currRille b

kalt
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Expert committee for use of
endosulfan for 2 more years

Says it is unfair to “single out” the pesticide as a health, environmental hazard

3, Venkatrsas

WEW BELHE The use and masu-
| actuire of endodisliah peit-
cide (banned by coist siace
Wlwrw Laad yemrh may bee permit-
ted for fwo years (o exhaust
all stenzles of the raw material,
by Jetnl Expedl Comitbes
infofemed the Supress Court
| o Tussday
In ity repart siabanitted be-
fore & Bench of Justices Swa-
| tanter Kamar snd Madan B.
Lokur, the comaities said:
“Indls & & signstary 1o the
Sluchbolm  afd Hotberdam
Canventions and is comesit
ted o daontineng we of
emdosulfan over the next five
vears. All countries which
e banned endisealfnn bkave
u phase-oull plas for lts we in
sfricultare sver twa o s
vears. Such a plan has en
sured that 5ll slocks available
i e coanry ape wldived and
exhausted completely within
u desirable time frame *
The matter will come o
faxr Tuzthe r he aring pe st week.

Unfalr

Krimfinadas Heaj il
writes from Kozhikode The
commities lold the Suprems
Comrt on Tuesday that (& was
uniair o “single out” the pes-

posed by sctivists in the cads
Dermcnf.u: Youth Federa-
tion of Indis v Union of -
dix tsken up on a publkc
iplerest  litigation  petition
which prompted o thaee-
udge Rench an May 13, 2001
to ander an “immediate ban™
o the pesticide,

“Endzaulfan has importan!
hewhih razards, badogmeal ef-
Fecta e |ated o endocrine dis-
ruplion, Carcinagenicity,
congenital asemalies and Fo-
proddactive and peurologieal
obhaormalitice.” |§ agred

Bt trawling through pub-
Rghed literature and peer-ne-
wiewed] joimals o *rational
compane and sssess” the
gfecta of eedemullan with
other rofistened pesticides,
the committes says, it rrals
ized how “13-35 per cent of
e registered pesticides e
b imewems 10 harve the sbove
mentsnal health, bookgical
offiets to varpiag degrees.”

“Henoy, endodalisn abers
cannct b gingled out foe wach

afe texk: eompounds and
most of these may have cere
tain aFwanted effcets which
have bewn well devumenied,”
e repait BayL

And pesticides, before they
sre registered, undergo a
“health risk assessment® by
the Registration Commitee
of the Central Inseciicsle
Haard, it adda

Fuosod security

Begides, the commiltes
Ay pestheides e Recessary
for_the food secarity of the
ol

“The commitier wis of the
wiew that appropriate use of
pesticide (inconsonance with
o] mgricufturl pndmsl.'lll
eisentisd to mmmr -
]
agriculiural commodities for
thw focd security Far [ndias
population.” it .

It imforme Ihe Supreme
Coart that “considering the

hemefits and potentisl risks. it
ws felt that continued we of
is demmhle im

tial rishe,” it
“All pesticides by nature

Tndia.”

The wrunr.m:! hm“ﬁm
represenlatives L]
Mimistry of Agriculture and
e Imbiam Covnecid of Medical
Research, slong whih the Di-
reclor General of Health Ser-
wiope, the Member Secrelasry
of the Central Polletion Con-
trodl Eoard, the Joint Secre-
lary (Plant Probection) and
Twn seemlile

The commilles says thal
taking isto conalderation |n-
termational praciioes, the de-
struction of availabls #ocks
of endmulfan “does ot
arise.

Imstlemd. Uhe commilies
sugests using endosulfan
Paribet mn gy iculiune for ove
a limited petiad af twa yeam
as part of 3 “phase-out plan.”

=The Munistry of JAgrical-
ture said that in [ndia. if mo
further import of rew materi-
al |s allowed, the existing
stocks should be depleted
within a prricd of fwo years
after s manafacture. The
commitbes fell thal 1o ex-
haust the swilable stocks of
the rew malerials, mamufac-

tufe a5d we of endosslisn
ey be permatied foF a ol
period of two veam,” il .
Safeguards

A malegpoards, the oomma-
Loe suggests that manulsciur-
i b asked 10 exhast their
etock in this period. Compuny
Iakezls amed comtainers. shonld
clearly mention that endosul-
fan cannot be umed N!H'rﬂb
WD yOars.

“18 i ok e sl Aoy ey
lahgs quasitities of row mate-
rialy with the manslaiateri
and pesticide [ormslations
lying with various agencies.”

1]

% oort's  peaEr W
“whethir |t s posaible 10 de-
stroy L entiry bhalance of ens
dosulfan in any form or raw
maberial” and thal oo, al
what oast

=gl of exiting slocks
of endosulfan in existing in
cinerators may lake a long
deration bBecause of the limi
wd capacity, and ik ool of
dispomal will be exarbitant,” It
sayE

'CPI demands withdrawal of affidavit
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Endosulfan: Opposition to meet Chandy

Special Correspondent

THIRUVARANTHAPURAM:  Left
Demoeratic  Front  (LDF}
leaders led by Leader of the
Opposition V.5, Achuthanan-
dan will meet Chief Minister

Qommen on Monday
to seck a better deal for endo-
sulfan victims.

The Opposition wants the
government to provide com-
penzation, recommended by
the National Human Rights
Commission (NHAC), to all
the victims af endosulfan, Till
now, the compensation has
been given to only about
1,600 bed-ridden and mental-
Tv challenged victims, wiere-
us the pesticide has seriously

affected more than 6,000 per-
sond in Kasaragod district.
Leader of the CF1 Legisla-
ture Party C. Divakaran told
The Mindu on Sundey that
the government was yel to
fully implement the recom-
mendations of the NHRC re-
garding  rehabilitation  and
remediation of endosulfan
victims. Proper employment
schemes for the alfected fam-
ilies were et o be worked
out, Assistance was being de-
nibed to kidmey and cancer pa-
tients on the ground that the
discases were not caused by
endosulfan, Mr. Divakaran
said the LDF did not agree
with the recommendation of
the expert committee of the

Supreme Coart that the exist-
ing stecks of raw materials
should be used to make endo-
sulfan, and that the use of the
pesticide should be permitted
for two years. The committes
itself had admitted that the
pesticide  caused  serious
health problems, the CPl
leader said.

Ration subsidy

He said the LDF would
convey to the Chicf Minister
ils itbon to the proposal

ishurse ration subsidy
through banks, The scheme
would force cardholders to
run from ration shop to the
bank and back. Ration card-
holders would be so inconve-

nienced  that it would |
ultimately undermine the
public distribution system. I§
corruption was the problem,
the government should use
the existing anti-corruption ,

machinery o prevent it,

Aadhaar cards opposed

He said the LDF would alsq |
object to the introduction of
Aadhaar cards in schools for
dishursement of scholarships |
and other benefits, The Cen-
tral scheme was not suitable
for n Stale such as Kerala
which had achieved consid- |
erable progress in the field of
education, The scheme was
meant for States such as
Bihar.
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‘ONLY 101
\"ENDOSULFAN

.=~ VICTIMS GIVEN

:COMPENSATION’

! T"Puram: The CPI state
council which met here on
Saturday has urged the gove
ernment to stop its alleged
indifference to the victims of
endosulfan in Kasaragod.

In a statement here, the
council said that only 101 per-
sons have been given corm-
pensation till date.

The Human Rights Com-
mission had recommended
to give 25 lakh each to 24, 536

victims, who were seriously

State Firm on En

S AWV W&

dosulfan

Ban: Agriculture Minister

Express News Service

T*Puram: Agriculture Min<
ister K P Mohanan on Tues-
dayv said that the state was
firm on its stand seeking a
total ban on endosulfan. He
also suid that the cxpert com-
mittee appointed by the Su-
preme Court had not sought
the opinion of the state in
this regard.

“There is ban on the use
of endosulfan in the state.,
We stick to this stand,” he
said. Moreover, he said, the
government wias not aware
of the report of the expert
committee,

An expert comaities ap-
puinted by the Supreme
Court had ruled that the en-
dasulfan stocks lving unused
in the country could be used

ill or mentally retardesd. It had
also recommended to give 13
lakh each to other kind of vic-
tims. Despite giving financial
aid, the government is now
looking for a re-examination
into the issue. The govern-
meent had also informed the
Human Rights Commission
in May 2012 that the assis-
tanee was distributed to all
the victims, which waz against

thie truth.

ENS

for two more years.

Kerala and Kamataka are
in the forefrant of the anti-
endosullan campaign .

“The expert commities was
asked to undertake a scien-
tific study to find out weath-
er the use of endosulfan
wanld caunse any serious
health hazard 1o human be-
ings and its impact on envi-
ronment.

THE TIMES OF INDIA

21 November 2012

29 November 2012

Experts want / Non-deserving people in

endosulfan
ban lifted

‘Allow Phasing Qut In 2 Years'

DRy MR AT T

Norw Dellhi: An exgect by
ek with eicuseg e
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madcsulian om Tossdsy In
[l e Supremie Coot
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The caurt had om My 13
Lasl vrar podered A complee
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nee nf prabicudon, Hhe coeumit
e wid il To Bariler o
of W maberl e endosulian
WEA T, then sxnting
viock woukd be enhaustiad

wvailabile
siecis of the mw =aderial,
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malfn may be permined S
u 1eonl puerbed of T e~ &
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of svailable stock of emadosul
S T e ial

list: HC seeks govt stance

TIRMLS MEWS SETWOER,

| Kochi: Thestate governmsent
+ should infirm s stanoe oo

alleged inclusion of non-de-

i Vg persons in the come:

 pensation list of endesultan
! wvictims, the Herala high

court ordernd on

Gangadharan Nair, secreta.
ry of PCK Samrakshana Sa-
mithi. The cotrt oedered the
chbel secretary and district
collector of Kasargod 1o (la
reparts explaining the state
Rovernment’s stance within
tw weeks,

Acrording o thie petition-
e, the necalegorized List of
endosulinn wictims, which
oariing mone than 4,000 per-
safs, includes persons who
am suffering front ailments
not pelated 1o endosulfin -
posune sich as asthma, tral:
fie aocident viclims, and ENT
problens. Along with recom-
maemding a compensation for
endosylfan victims, the Ma-
tional Human Rights Come

NAITING JUSTICE

mitssion (MHRC) haed categue:
izl the victhms into four
groups: bedriddern, deceased,
mentallychallenged,  and
s with other disabilities.

ENDOSULFAN CASE

Though the state govern:
metit acceptsd the NHRC's
recommendition  for omm-
pensation. it had drawn up a
separnte list than the one for-
warded by the commission in
the nanw of necalegorizing.
‘Thee decksion o
victims was taken at a meet-
ing held at Thiruvananthap-

uram onJuly 24 this vear The
aim of re-categorization was
deciared as an effort tomatch
the gorvernoment's List with
the cne proidied by WHRC.
The petitioner has paing
od out that a total of Rs 32
eror: has been handed over i

venition, the state govern.
ment b agreed to pay Rs 5
lakh for bedridden endosul-

revealxd that the number of
entdosulfan victims in the 11
panchayals comes fo mobe
than 2000,

Activists bl alleged at
Basargod that the recategre-
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Staffl Reporter

KASARAGOD: The endosulfan
victims in the district under
the banner of the Endosulfan
Peeditha Janakeeya Munnani
has decided to send letters to
the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) to draw
its attention to their plight on
the World Human Rights Day
an December 10,

They would demand the
commission to ensure that all
deserving persons got the
promised relief and rehabil-
itation package

The victims or their fam-
tlies would post letters to the
NHRC from their respective
lecalities with copies of their
identity cards. The format for
the letier had been drafled by
thie forum and handed over o
the respective families in en-
velopes addressed to the
NHRC, forum convener Am-
balathara Kunhikrishnan
said here on Friday.

A group of people would
converge on the new bus sta-
tion premises here and take
out & march to the General
Post Office to post the letters
en masse, Mr. Kunhikrishnan

= “Several genuine
victims omitted
from NHRC-
approved list’

® 1,612 to be paid
part of the ald next
week: Dy. Collector

He zaid the government
had deceived the victims by
deciding to revise the list of
victims and by omitting sev-
eral deserving persons with
serious ailments from the
NHRC-approved list.

Rights violation

“The NHRC had in Decem-
ber 2010 directed the govern-
ment to pay Bs.5 lakh each as
compensation to the families
of 2,453 victims, either dead
or bed-ridden, and Rs.3 lakh
each to 1,729 victims with se-
rious ailments within eight
weeks, However, the revizion
only ensured denial of right-
ful compensation to the vic-
tims by excluding many
genuine cases,” he alleged.

“This iz & clear case of vio-
lating the human rights as on-
Iy 100 families of wvictims

‘Endosulfan victims
to write to NHRC

Two years since NHRC directive, only 101 got aid

g“zhz
-t 14

given compensation  two
years since the NHRC recom-
mendation,” he said adding
that each victim would write
to NHRC about the indiffer-
ent attitude of the State gov-
ernment and district
authorities concernéd,

Government version

Meanwhile, Deputy Collee-
tor K, Sudheer Baba gaid that
the as many as 101 victims in
the totally bedridden catego-
ry were paid Hs.1.5 lakh each
as first the instalment of the
Rs5 lakh compensation, as
suggested by the NHRC. "An-
other L6112 victims, :im:lud:irl.g_
physically challenged and
mentally challenged persons
and 54 bedridden victims,
who were not paid Bs.1.5 lakh
in the first phase will be paid
the same by next week,” he
said.

The officials said that four
categories — kin of deceased,
totally bedridden, mentally
challenged and  physically
challenged — would be paid
compensation initially and a
decision regarding compen-
sation to the 2,557 had been
submitted before the State
government,

/{“

25\19V' AW
Endosulfan
victim dead

Staff Reporter

KASARAGOD: Thrivem, 19, an
endosulfan  victim, suc-
cumbed to her diseases on
Friday.

Thriveni is the daughter of
Sreenivasa Naik and Sharada
residing at Mukkampara near
Badiadka. The girl’s name fig-
ured on the official list of en-
dosulfan victims in the
district. .

Thriveni had been battling
for life after she was afflicted
with diseases suspected to be
caused by the spraying of en-
dosulfan in the cashew es-
tates of the Plantation
Corporation of Kerala.

A Rd

UNKNOWN

Staff Reporter

KASARAGOD: Two persons, in-
cluding a seven-year-old girl,
became the latest.victims of
the prolonged aerial spraying
of endosulfan pesticide in the
State-owned Plantation Cor-
poration of Kerala's cashew
estates here sometime back.
Fathmath Safna, daughter

Endd—sulfan: t\;{) more dead

[
|
of Sulaiman and Beefathima ‘
of Muthalapara in Muliyari

physically

cancer.

village, and Parvathi, a 58-
year old housewife from Peri-
ve, died on Saturday, sources
here said. Safna, mentally and
retarded
birth, had been undergoing
prolonged treatment.
vathihad been suffering from

from

Par-
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Lamem= - BEndosulfan Victims Re-launch

Indefinite Hunger Strike

Express Mews Service

: Veteran jour-
nalist B R P Bhaskar inau-
gurated the indefinite hun-
ger strike launched by the
Endosulfan Peeditha Jana-
keeya Munnani on the new
bus stand premises here on
Monday.

He opined that the inso-
lent attitude of the govern-
ment towards the issues
faced by the endosulfan vic-
tims in the district has
forced the victims to re-
launch the agitation.

*The endosulfan tragedy
which hit thousands of lives
in the district was the result
of the irresponsible use of
pesticides by the Plantation
Corporation of Kerala
(PCK), a public enterprise,
and the government is lia-
ble to pay the damages.
Though many compensa-
tion packages were an-
nounced, the government

has not shown sincerity in
implementing the rehabili-
tation activities,” he said.

Bhaskar also apined that
the people need to assert
their rights until they are
heard to find a solution to
any issue.

“The hunger strike is such
an effort. The government
had agreed to most of the
demands raised by the
Munnani, in principle, but
they were never imple-
mented,” he said. *The gov-
ernment needs to show
more sincerity in its efforts
to solve the problems of en-
dosulfan victims,” Bhaskar
added.

The relay hunger strike
has been re-launched in
protest against the delay in
the implementation of the
Mational Human Rights
Commission (NHRC)-rec-
ommended compensation
package and emission of a
number of deserving vic-

tims from the list. A hunger
strike by the mothers of vie-
tims that lasted for 130 days
was called off in last August
following assurance from
the chief minister that the
government wounld look
into their demands.

The demands raised by
the Munnani include for-
mation of a tribunal, inclu-
sion of all deserving people
in the endosulfan victims'
list, upgradation of medical
facilities in the endosulfan-
hit regions and loan waiver.
Munnani president T Shob-
hana, convener Ambal-
athara Kunhikrishnan and
activists including Ambika-
suthan Mangad, A Mohan
Kumar, Dr D Surendran
Nath, Dr E Unnikrishnan,
C M A Jaleel, BIP district
general secretary Shreeka-
nth and CPI district Secre-
tary Govindan Pallikkappil
were present at the pro-
gramme.

et
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Kid to endo

TIRAE S MEWE WETW Ol

Korhi: Steps huve heen ke
o oy e CORT st ion b
dosulfan viclima 45 Pecom-
meendedd by ther Notional Hu
men  Rights  Commistion
{MHIFL ), Lhe stabe pover nrenl
has informoed the high cowr
The governmient's submission
WS I respetsiog November
2/, 2002, directive of ihe high
(EE

The: state sapd inan d¥wka
wilt thait it wias ot against im

plementing all the recommen-
dathons of the NHRC on the
COf Pt ion isse

The governanent’s priority
has been the health and secur-
ty of the people, which el to
the decision o ban endosul-

X :1\\?{{\

sulfan victims soon: Govt

fan, N Nandakumar, secretary
of health and family welfore
department, said in the affids.
il

Petitions pending  before
the high court have been de-
marnding -—among oihier
s-—campenastion and relabil-
Hation package for victims.
setting up of tribunals to de-
chide on compensation coses
and the proper implementa-
tion of endesubfan ban.

NHRC had reconamensded
a compensation of Bs 5 lakh

TLIMED DIALL

wch for the dependents of vie-
tims who had died as well as

victims, and medical and §i-
nancial aid to the vidims

for these who has been bedrid- — State poverniment had sought
den due (o exposune o ende-  Rs Z30crore from the Centre to
sulfan. Implement NHRC'S  mecum-

Additionally, the NHRC
had alen pecommended o com:
pensation of Ke 3 lakh each o
those handicapped by the le
thal insacticide.

Othser missres suppested
were conducting surveys b
identily affected persons, ex:
tending reliel messures to in
clude maximum mumber of

nenckations, as well as another
Rs 3543 crore (o implernent
5 o messures, Howevern
the Cemire repected Kermla's o
e, saiying fands could mot
T grnuytind 1o crampeensate fora
tragedy cased by a pesticide
mamarctured by & stabe-own-

ol comipany: The Centne nsked
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adalln <

Lﬁothers of endosulfan victims to join fast

i -~ m.

Staff Reporter

KASARAGOD: With mothers of
endosulfan-affected  people
joining a fast here on Mon-
day, the protest demanding
the guick implementation of
& rehabilitation packsge for
the victims is to in-
tensily. The agitators plan te
| black the National Highway.

As the fast entered the sev-
enth day on Sunday, two ac-
tivists became critically il

| Doctors advised the leaders
to shift them o haspital.

The Endosulfan Feedhitha
Janakeeya Munmani, a peo-
ple's front for the victims, is
leading the protest.

The district administration
is vel to initiate talks on im-
plementing the package rec-
ommended by the Mational

| Human Rights Commission,
though the District Collector

has promised to take up the
demand with the State gov-
ernment, Ambalathara Kun-
hikrishnan, convener af the
front, said.

Support

Folitical, social and envi-
ronmental leaders have been
supporting the protest. K.
Surendran, general secretary
of the Bharatiya Janata Party
State unit, inaugurated the
programmes for Sunday. The
Congress(5) leader Kadan-
nappally Ramachandran vis-
ited the psrotesters.

P. Karumakaram, MP: E
Chandrasekharan, MLA; K.F.
Satheesh Chandran, secreta-
ry of the Communist Party of
Indka {Marxist) district wnit;
and social and environmental
activists have visited the pro-
test venue, near the new bus
station, in the previous days.

WITH STEELY DETERMIMATION: Activists af a peapi'es Sfront for endosulfan
victims continuing their seven-day-old fast in Kesaragod on Sunday.
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/Endosulfan victims
-scale up their protest

L
v
ff‘:b Mothers block traffic on National Highway in Kasaragod

T

Mathers of endosulfan vietims block the National Highway near the new bus
station in Kasaragod on Monday as part of an ongoing indefinite hunger strike
spearheaded by the Endosulfan Peedhitha Janakeeya Munnani.

Staff Reporter

KASARAGOD: Mothers of endo-
sulfan victims and other pro-
testers blocked the National
Highway near the new bus
station here on Monday, in-
tensifying an agitation de-
manding the implementation
of a rehabilitation package for
those affected by  the
pesticide.

Activists continued their
fast that started on February
18, and the health of Subhash
Cheemeni and P. Krishnan
continued to  deteriorate,
Doctors from General Hospi-
tal examined them, but they
refused to get admitted to the
hospital.

Inaugurating . the road
blockade, Muneesa, who lost
vision from the impact of en-
dosulfan, criticised the move

to suspend the relief and re-
habilitation measures,

She said any compensa-
tion, even the Rs. 5 lakh rec-
ommended by the
recommended by the Nation-
al Human Rights Commis-
sion for the bedridden and
the families of those who died
from diseases caused by the
pesticide, would in no way
mitigate the agony of hun-
dreds of victims.

Grim scene

“In such a grim scene, it is
not clear why the government
is insisting on suspending the
reliefl measures after five
years,” she said.

The protesters criticised
the government for going
slow on paying the compen-
sation and trving to remove
the names of many victims

from the list of those eligible.
They urged the government
to conduct medical camps for

critically ill patients living

outside the 11 worst-affected
panchayats in the district.

Ambalathara Kunhikrizh-
nan, convener of the Endo-
sulfan Peedhitha Janakeeya
Munnani, a peaple’s frant for
the affected people, ex-
pressed dismay at the “reluc-
tance”™ of the district
authorities to hold talks with
the protesters.

District Collector P.S. Mo-
hammed Sagir, who is in Thi-
ruvananthapuram to attend
an official mesting, told The
Hindu that the administra
tion had drawn the attention
of the State government to
the grievances. The govern-

ment's assurance on solving
them was vet to come, %"
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'Stir for endosulfan V]Ctll’l’lS contmues

Staff Heporter

KASARAGOD: The police on Mon-
day arrested and hospitalised en-
vironmentalist [). Surendranath,
who has been observing fast as
part of an indefinite strike
launched by the Endosulfan
Peedhitha Janakeeya Munnani
(EPJM) here, as his health con-
dition deteriorated following the
week-long fast. The sirike en-
tered the 15th day on Monday.

Dr. Surendranath was shifted
to the General Hospital here
around 330 pom. on Monday,
EPJM convener Ambalathara
Kunhikrizhnan said.

Yeteran environmentalist A
Mohan Kumar, who led the "Save
Western Ghats® march a quarter
a century ago, replaced the phy-

Sreeja Nf_'}:.rcitrnkﬂm State gecretary, Welfare Pa l:_'ﬁ
inaugurating the 15th day's Munger strike of the |
Endosulfan Peedhitha Janakeeya Munnani seeking an

effective rehabilitation package for endosulfan victims, in

Kazaragod on Monday.

giclan-turned-environmental
activist.

Earlier, the day 15 of the hun-
ger strike, launched by the EFJM

Sreeja  Meyyattinkara in
MOrTing.

on February 18, was inaugurated
by Welfare Party State secretary

the

SO
A

Mr. Kunhikrishnan reiterated
the demand for the formal ac-
ceptance of the various demands
raised by the agitating EPJM ac-
tivists to ensure effective and
speady rehabilitation of the hun-
dreds of endosuflan victims and
their families. The demands in-
cluded swift disbursal of the Na-
tional Human Rights
Commission-recommended
package for all the deserving vie-
tims and continoed assistance to
the affected victims besides
holding special medical camps to
identify victims residing outzide
the 11 ‘recognised’ endosulfan-
affected panchayat limits.

The EPJM alzso demanded set-
ting up of a tribunal to decide on
the actual quantum of relief to
ensure decent rehabilitation of
the marginalised sections, /

08 March 2013
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Special l:urrupmd:nt

KOCHI: A Division Bench of the
Kerala High Court on Thurs-
day directed the State govern-
ment to file an affidavit
clarifying the points raised by
the Kasaragod District Col-
lector regarding the forma-
tion of a Kasaraged
district-level cell for coordi-
nating rehabilitation and wel-
fare measures of endosulfan
victims,

However, there had not been
any follow-up action since
then. The cell was headed by
the Agricultural Minister and
the Kngaragod District Col-
lector was its convener. In
fact, the Collector had sought
certain clarifications on the
members included in the cell.
The cell, therefore, had not
been met even once and no
welfare measure had been
im[ﬂ:m:nt:d. The Peliliuruur
alzo alleged that the Centre

had not provided _i't}' fun
for giving compeRsation

the victims.

Earlier, the T
had said in a statement th
had taken earnest steps

identify the real vigtims
rehabilitate them, The
ernment was alse m]r_-,r
award the compensation
suggested by the Natid

The commission had rec

mended a compensation

Rs.5 lakh each to the depend-
ents of those who had died as
well as to those who has been
bedridden due to exposure to
endosulfan. The commission
had also recommended a
compensation of Rs.3 lakh
each to those who sustained
severe injuries, The govern-
ment also submitted that
measures such as free ration, |
medical treatment etc. had |
been provided to endosulfan
vietims,

The Bench comprising
Chief Justice Manjula Chel-

lur amd Justice K. Vined
Chandran also directed the
government to inform it the Cha‘ndy CDHVEIIES m¢ 0" March 25
number of meetings held by | o ponarier Mr. Chandy at the district. A decision to this
the districtlevel cell afer s | == i Secretariat at 5 p.m. effect was taken at a KPCC-
ormation, The court orde KASARAGOD: Chief Minister government coordination
that the affidavit be filed | oommen Chandy will Hunger stir committes meeting in
within two weeks. convene a meeting in Meanwhile, an i ¢ Thiruvananthapuram on
The directives came on a | o nanthapuram on hunger strike call Wednesday, sources here
writ petition seeking a direc- | ygopoh 95 14 discuss the EPJM entered the said.
tive to the government totake | ;oo p: raicod by the on Thursday. The decision to hold the
follow-up actions on the wel- | prgocifan Peeditha 1t was also agr meeting comes days after
fare and rehabilitation mea- Janakeeva Munnani invite to the mee senior Congress leader V.M.
sures of the “endosulfan | ppyyg” repressntatives of the Sudheeran urged the Chief
victims, People’s representatives,  agitating activistf 1o Minister to convene a
In his petition, B.C. Kum- including P.Karunakaran,  the problems fa review meeting to ensure
aen N;JL mt"ﬂﬂdnt X m"ﬂﬂ;‘:ﬂ” MF, MLAs, district endosulfan vic mlmrtrnmuwm1 sparency Li-;mi
L * | panchayat president PP, their families, fost offhem  clarity in the re itation
ing the district-level cell was
iscaed on October 18, 2011, LM m.,mmh ugu.d will meet in remote measures for the victims.

—— - T
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Human wall formed to

highlight cause of
endosulfan victims

Flunger strike protest completes a month

SHOULDER T SHOULDER: 4 Bumen wall formad iy Kasorogod on Mondny fo
murk the complelion of car manth of & ferd for the case of eadosalas veelims

H1at Brpudief

AMARIGE A (e Baoe

halr o e aleged =l Filty mether
b e e T
pAsTTan 5

ditwils off B g adeaal what

1 teere. inchodiog U Bharstms  momiic aliooslioas ki lll:

Jumiats Yous Slerchs, the AL victams

- [ndia Youlh Folofston b Firwlcs? mrctangs =
1 Famsl Sisdin Fedivsbion, sorom the Sloie
Hhr Requsliel Dhrwn o P sedulafiry walks e

o ol Indo, the Nabonsl fan Feedbitha
Yoonth Lonsur. The Smiemis
bslama  Uhrgaisalion, L
Litala Vispar Vi
Chopes Samithi and e
Crrals Saat s Salirbys Par-
shud mure part of e Buman
ar thet e bans (=

Endosulfan: talks
with Chandy toda

Formal discussion on Monday

Staff Reporter
KASARAGOD: As the indefinite
hunger strike secking swilt
and comprehensive rehabil-
itation of endosulfan victims
in the district entered 31st
u.I.a:r on W;-rlm,'x-clu}', a five-
member delegation of agitat-
ing activists will hold prelimi-
nary talks with Chief
Minister Gommen Chandy in
'l'hl.ruv:l.nunﬂ'mpu ram ]
Thursday ahead of the formal
talks scheduled on Monday.

A delegation led b:r' Ambia-
lathara Kunhikrnishnan, con-
vener of the Endosulfan
Peedhitha Janakeeya Mun-
nani, which has been spear-
heading the hunger strike,
along with three women ae-
tivists, would hold talks with
Mr. Chandy in his office

A delegation eomprising P.
Karunakaran, MP, Lancaal
MLAs, district panchayat
president PP Shyvamala Devd,
senijor officials and represen-

* Indefinite hunger
strike entered 3ist
day on Wednesday

* Hospitalised activist
continuing strike

tatives of voluntary organiss-
tions would hold formal talks
with Mr. Chandy on March 25
in a bid to end the stalemate
following complaints of
shortcomings in the relief
package for victime, Activist
K. Aji.tha.. who wisited the
strike venue on Wednesday,
urged the suthorities to ac-
cord top priority to solving
the endosulfan victims® prob-
lems. Meanwhile, environ-
mentalist A. Mohan Kumar,
who was hospitalised as his
health condition gotl deterio-
rated after 16 days of hunger
strike on Tuesday, was said to
he continuing his strike in the
hospital. J

20 March 2013
Eal AT -[‘I-!-

Meetmq to discuss issues of endosulfan victims

All stakeholders to participate ——y

in meel on March 25
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/ Endosulfan

Special Correspondent

THIRUVAMANTHAPURAM: Endo-
sulfan Peedhitha Janakeeya
Munnani has announced that
it will go ahead with its ag-
itation following failure of
talks held with Chief Mimster
Oommen Chandy here on
Thursday.

The Munnani convenor
Ambalathara Kunhikrishnan
told The Hindu that the Chief
Minister had conceded hard-
Iv any of their demands. Re-
garding conduct of amother
medical camp o identify
fresh wvietims, Mr. Chandy
had only promised a decision
at the next round of talks on
Monday,

S0 far, assistance recom-
mended by the National Hu-
man Rights Commission had
been provided to only more
than 1,000 victims, The Chiel
Minister had maintained that
assistance to as many as 4,158
victims  identified earlier
could be assured only after
conducting studies.

An official release said the
State government was fa-
vourably considering de-
mands of the agitators, and
final decisions would be taken
at the meeting called on Mon-
day. There was no cause for
concern over continued pay-
ment of pensions. The Chiel
Minister had assured that all
possible relief would be pro-

cig_\sj‘ﬁfb 4

vided to the victims,
Agriculture Minister K. P
Mohanan told the media after
the meeting that the decision
to discontinue rehabilitation
and remediation pro-
grammes after five years had
been withdrawn. All eligible
persons in the 27 affected
panchayats would he
sereened for assistance,

Organic farming
He noted that the govern

ment had already adopted an
organic farming policy. This
would be implemented in a
vear. A decision on waiver of
loans of the victims, and set-
ting up of a tribunal to decide
compensation would be de-

stir to continue as talks fail

cided at the meeting on Mon-
day.  Hevenue FeCoVery
procedures would also be sus-
pended. He said  studies
would be conducted to deter-
mine whether endosufan had
caused cancer, heart diseases
and kidney problems in the |
district. Assistance would be |
provided fo such patients if |
their diseases were caused by
endosulfan.

The meeting was attended
by Opposition Leader V.5,
Achuthanandan, Ministers
M.K. Muneer, Manjalamkuz- |
hi Ali, V.5. Sivakumar, and K,
P. Mohanan, and members of
the Assembly and other polit-
ical leaders besides represen-
tatives of the Munnani.

$TheIndianEXPRESS

22 March 2013

Endosulfan Victims:
Final Decision on
March 25, Says CM

Express News Service

T"Puram: The State Gow-
ernment will take a final de-
cision regarding the relief
measures for endosulfan vie-
tims on March 25, Chief
Minister Oommen Chandy
said on Thursday.

Chandy was addressing a
mieeting held here to discuss
the issue, The government
will continue with the aid

provided to the vietims and’

they need not have any wor-
ries regarding their pension,
he said.

Agriculture Minister K P

The meetine on
March 25 will also
take decisions regard-
ing waiver of debts
run up by the victims

Mohanan said that the gov-
ernment has withdrawn the
deeision tostop the aid after
five vears, All eligible victims
in the 27 panchayats in the
affected region will be exam-
ined, The meeting on March
25 will also take decisions
regarding waiver of debts

mun up by the victims and the |
establishment of a tribunal :
to hear their pleas, he said.

Patients in Kasargod dis-
trict suffering from cancer ;
and kidney and heart ail-
ments will be examined and
they too will be included in
the list of vietima if endozul-
fan is found to be the cause.

Opposition Leader V5
Achuthanandan, ministers :
M K Muneer, Manjalambu- :
zhi Ali, ¥V 5§ Sivakumar, KP :
Mohanan, representatives of
endosulfan victims and se-
nior political leaders attend- :
ed the mecting.
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Endosulfan isgu{: mfl
be resolved: Chandy |

7 gh\a;\tgg AXY
'End woes of endosulfan victims: Benoy

= “Vigthms pgtitled to

Stafl Reporter . “The government is ineriml- disastrous. “What are they (vic- - cimantiths, maft

— nating itself by prolonging the  tims) supposed to do after five prodesie il Bt oo Inlarmational o'

MALAPPURAM: Communist Party agitation,” he said. yeurs?™ he asked, prend oobdeacy (1t e+ PCK o T S0k

of India (CPI) national council ~ The CPI leader demanded ~ Mr. Viswom accused the ?.“"w_%:r L b

member and former Minister that the government led by United Democratic Front e a 3 ¢

for Forests Benoy Viswom has Oommen Chandy should make (UDF) governmentof cheating i Thssmsiiganm m o poors suntemseion

eriticised the government's ap- it stand clear on the five-year  the victims, “This is not an is- Fa s sgeeaking o medis- "’m"’ !

proach towards am ongoing clause included in an assurance  sue of Kasaragod alone” he s ""';.;:u,h T m:m:‘xrj;

hunger strike by the victims of of treatment offered by the said, calling upon the people to The hief Minssier called  Alrmed Kutty, smessg sthers,

endusulfan in Kasaragod, ﬂﬂvemmlfnt to the vlctimsi. =If, rtm;ilu?t ]:l; dispn:tjcd lh;:d clims | e |
Addressin newspersons  as per the government claim, e by Agriculture Minister iaritses whe, secording e anot il woukd |

here on f.::t'l.'lgl't':luglrJ Mr. E;P"iamm Ihepefwe—;.reir stipulation of K.F. Mchanan about the num- "u.l';"-}”;‘m"’f“ ?o-%-"mll:nw:

said that the government’s

treatment and other aid to vic-

ber of victims identified by the

gtance had made a blot on the tims wag a typographical error, government. Mr. Mohanan had b, afficil.  which was s for prtdl
image of Kerala as a civilised then it can be corrected in five  said that there were & liltle | oued i bake ot wossl. oo et mar s e |
and literate State. He demand- minutes, Why can’t the govern-  more than 1,000 people affect-  =jitess oM s . L
ed that the government take ment do it then?” he asked. ed by endosulfan in Kasaragod. woskdl g0 by the direcive of - ptitution snd the werdial of
measures to end the agitation He said that limiting govern- CPI district secretary PP :mw hmh_:r: el b
by the victims and those ex- ment aid and treatment to vic-  Suneer also accompanied Mr, | sssdibmbionis e o s e
pressing solidarity with them. tims to only five years was Viswom. Appeet ey 38 mamducrers v 4 |
| wkils frovn ThiFwrananthages-  govrrmment dhosld o delsy

| rom Pramisemt people (e gving permsasion b the com- | |

- — ﬁm‘ﬂd'khr“mﬂ'hm:

/Occupy

$The Indian EXPRESS

25 March 2013

Kasargod: As the all-party
meeting to find a solutiog te

. the endosulfan issue takes
¢ place in the state capital, the

Endozulfan Peeditha Jana-
keeya Munnani (EPJM) plans
‘Oecupy Kazargod', a rare en-

. semble of activists, artists,
- civil society members and

students here on Monday.
The mass congregation will
also mark its protest against
the government's decision to
keep the agitators away from
the discussion table.

adalidrg
Kasargod’

Protest in Support
of Endosulfan Stir

- Express News Service

'Oecupy Kasargod' will be-
gin with performances and
various forms of protests by

" Monday afternoon, and will -

continne till nught fall, ERJM
activists told ‘Express’. The
rovernment decision to in-
vite the newly-formed Endo-
sulfan Cell, instead of activ-
ists who are in the forefront
of the struggle, for the all-
party meet has invited the ire
of the protesters. The sidelin-
ing of the agitating-front and
activists has been flayed
widely by political leaders as
well.

THE TIMES OF INDIA

25 March 2013

Endosulfan
ictims deserve

IV
é}‘ aid: Aryadan

Hasargod: Power minister Arva:
dan Moehammed has said victims
of Endosulfan pesticide spraving
deserve compensation. Speaking
to reporters here, he said the UDF
government had given Hs 1. 50
lakh to the victims™ families as
compensation, compared to Rs
50,000 given by the previous LIDF
gover nment.

The mimster added that the
UDF government would give all
possibleassistance tothe victims, |
but would not do it for pelitical
gain. “The victims of endosullan
desarve compensation and there
isnodoubt init,” hesaid.

Earlier. about 25 DY Flactivisis
took out a march to the guest
house, shouting slogans against
the government alleging that it
was not providing anv aid to the
victims. They also demanded
wajver of loans taken by the vic.
tims’ families. The agitators were
arrested and removed from the

L e
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-"‘H.

C.5 Narayanankulty

RASARAGOD: Activists for the
cause of endosulfan victims
here pin their hopes on the
secand round of talks to be
held in Thiruvananthapuram
on Monday with Chief Minis-
ter Dommen Chandy on the
rehabilitation of the victims.

The preliminary talks held
on Thursday with Mr. Chan-
dy were inconclusive,

“We feel that the prelimi-
nary talks could have becn
fraitful had the Chief Minis-
ter showed a little more pa-
tience to understand the
issues, though he had prom-
ised to consider the conten-
tious issues in the next round
of talks,” Ambalathara Kun-
hikrishnan, convener of the
Endosulfan Peedhitha Jana-
keeya Munnai, a people’s
front for the cause of the vie-
timg, which has been leading
a hunger strike here,

The Chief Minister sought
muore time to make a final de-
cigion, he said,

None of the agitating anti-
cndosuflan or environmental
activists has been invited for
the talks. P. Karunakaran,

Crucial discussion todayg@

REASSURANCE: F. Karumakaran, MF, visits on
Saturday environmentalist A. Mohan Kumar, who
is continuing his fost at the Kasaragod General
Hospital seeking swift and comprehensive
rehabilitation of endosuffan victims.

said. This would be raised at
the meeting.

The preliminary meeting
arrived al a near consensus to
this apeepl ki demand for ex-
tending the reliel and rehabil-
itation package after the
stipulated five years and
holding of fresh medical
camps to identify victims out-

from 2.30 pm. te 5 pm on
Monday to pressure the gov-
ernment to end the agitation
that entered the 35th day on
Sunday. Mearly 3,000 peaple
from various organisations
and political parties will host
programmes as the meeting
will be in progress, Mr.-Man-
g saiel.

/]:,ndosulfan \g;
forum
withdraws stir

Staff Reporter

KASARAGOD: The Endosullan
Peedhitha Janakeeya Mun-
nani has decided to withdraw
temporarily the indefinite
hunger strike spearheaded by
it for the past 36 days after
the second round of high-lev-
el talks held with Chief Minis-
ter Oommen Chandy.
Adecision to this effect was |
made by forum convener Am- |
balathara ~ Kunhikrishnan |
here on Monday night, hours
after the talks held in Thiru- |
vananthapuram concluded. |
“We are quite satisfied with
the promise given by the

HP.‘_JIzul MLAs, the distriet side the 11 worst-affected  GroVasuand Moin Bappu, | Chiel Minister and expect
panchayat president, and se-  panchayats where the pesti- environmental sctivists, have r . ities i b
nior district-level officials cidehadbeenaeriallysprayed been on an indefinite fast for that the authorities con- |
will participate. for years, four days. The health of & cerned will take due care to |
Officials of the endosulfan ~ However, the demand for  Mohan Kumar continues to fulfil his words in a time-
relicf and remediation cell, writing off boans taken by the  cause concern as the activist "
formed after the United Dem-  victims' families to meet the  refuses to take food in hospi- bound manner,” he told
ocratie Front came to power  expenses for prolonged med-  tal where he was shifted on presspersons here. I
inthe State, have beeninvited  ical treatment has not been  March 20 after 16 days of fast |
for the meeting. But the cell, met, Ambilasudan Mangsd, Sources said Mr. Kumar's vi-
chaired by Agriculture Minis-  activist, sald. sion had been fading from
ter K.P. Mohanan, had not h gt exhaustion.
convened any meeting to re- e o humanity Suresh Gopi, actor, has ex-
view the reliel measures lor The front has decided to  pressed his willingness to go
the victims, Mr. Karunakaran form a “sea of humanity® onafast if the talks failed.
26 March 2013
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Tribunal planned to settle claims of endosulfan wctlms

Fresh medical examination to

identifv victims and extend aid ==
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"Endosulfan Victims: Govt Offers Package

Express News Service

T'Puram: The State Gov-
ernment has come up witha
comprehensive package to
address several issues re-
garding the endosulfan vic-
tirms in the district of Kasara-

god. 1
Chief Minister Oommen
Chandy, said here on Mon-
day after a high-level meet-
ing that as part of the pack-
age families of endosulfan
. victims will be included in
. the BFL category.
' They will be given free
i treatment, free ration and
: monthly pension. The pen-
. sion will also be extended to
cancer patients, apart from
i ﬂubed—ﬁdﬁn and mentally
i The new package will take
¢ into account the Human
i Rights Commission recom-
| mendation of Bs 5 lakh to the
i families of the deceased. As
. perits recommendation, out
of the 714 eligible families,
the government has given
compensation to 600.
Remaining would be set-
tled after verification of re-
cords for proving their eligi-
bility. Chandy, said that
cancer patients will also be
mdudes in the new package.

STRIKE WITHDRAWN
The Endosulfan Peaditha
Janakiya Munnani (EFM) on
Monday decided to withdraw
the indefinite hunger strike
in the: light of the all-party
meeting held in Thiruvanan-
thapuram on Monday

Two medical camps con-
ducted in Kasargod after the
UDF Government came to
power identified 1,218 ben-
eficiaries, taking the tally of
total beneficiaries to 5,500.

Out of this 2,205 will re-
ceive benefits as récom-
mended by the state as well
a8 the Human Rights Com-
Inm- i I.

The remaining persons
will medical exami-
néition h:.-' experts and their
catégories determined ac-
cordingly.

For the purpose, five ex-

doctors will be appoint-
ed, who will submit their
reports within four months.

The Chief Minister said
that the apprehension that
the eurrent finanecial assis-
tance to endosulfan victims
will come to-an end after five
years, is totally baseless.

Twelve hospitals including

private ones, are currently
providing treatment to the
endosulfan victims, the ex-
penses of which are being
met by the government.
Four more hospitals will
be added to this list and they
are Kasturbha Medical Cal-
lege in Mangalore and Ma-
mpi-L Little Flower Eye Hos-
pital Angamaly, Government
Ayurveda Medical College
Pariyaram and Government
Homoeo Medical College
Kozhikode

Since aerial spraying of the
pesticide was practised, the
11 panchayats cunmll}rmn—
sidered on ba-
sis will be reconsidered and
th.e ackage would also in-

persons with health
mndmuns affected by endo-
sulfan in other areas of the
district, after appropriate
medical examination.

As per the recommenda=-
tion of the Social Welfare
Department, the pension to
by-standers of Endosulfan
victims will be increased
from HEs 400 to Bs 700,

Seven Budd schools are
currently taking care of
mentally challenged chil-
dren

The staff of these schools;
currently five per school are

being paid Rs 3,500 each as
monthly salary and this will

be increased to Rs 5,000, |
The Social Welfare Depart- :
ment will previde ambulance

in the 11 panchayats,

A committee comprising

Kasaraged District Callector,

Joint Registrar, Cooperative |
Department, Kasaragod,
Special Officer, endosulfan :
and Lead Bank Manager will :
decide on writing off of the :
debis pertaining to the vie-

tims.

clared on the debts.

A committee will also be
formed for establishing a tri- :
bunal for legal proceedings ©
against the manufacturer of :

endosulfan.

The Home Secretary will :
be the convener of this com=
mittee with Advoecate Gen- :
eral and Director General of :
Prosecution as its mem- :

bers,

Chief Minister Oommen
Chandy was also attended by
Ministers Aryadan Moham-
med, M K Muneer, K P Mo-
hanan and po'lm::a] Ieaders
from Kasarapgod district

The committee will submit :
its report to the government
in three months. A six-month
moratorium has been de- :

The meeting chaired by :
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"CM clears alr on endosulfan damages

Victims To Get
Aid Beyond
Five Years

TIRALE Wi WS HE TWlE

Thiravananthapuram: En
dosulin victims in Kasara.

gl st willl b entifod for
povernment add bevond five
VAT

Annoancing this here on
Mionday; chiel minkstor (o
el Chandy said canoer pa
tients i that distric, 1oo,
would be eligible for (ke g
ernmaent’s helpannounced for

vindisulfan victims

Talkisg to reporiers aftera
Fighe-bivve] mseting om Ehe dis-
barsal of compensatin and
alber aid to endosulinn vie-

Wﬂmammmlmgzmhmm“h
endosutian v-cllms.nmwmumup-rmu Monday

tima, Chandy anid o commit-
foe wenild be st up to explore
the possibilities of establish-
g & special ribunal fo ad-
iiresa e foods of those whoe

el wictim b0 1ha doadly insee.
ticide, “Earlier oo we didnt
e any imemticn to limi
government abd o endosulan
victlma o fve vesurs Rus,
since there b= & confusbon, |
clarify that the victims will
et imue toged the aid bevend
Frve yosurs oo, " b said
Thechicf minister alsoan-
nenrmewd @ sivmenth moesto-
rium oo the paybock of loans
mdosidhn victims  had
mvatled of lrom co-operalne
hanks, A five- mensber medical
Tesurmy heis i sl g for exame
iraimgg (s alllimce] by e
cosulfon use. The commiities
woilll eanine them and e
o he poverniment the
cabepory under which these

persnns s owkd 16 be inchuded

The committes has been
askind B0 spbmiid iis meport iy
finir monihs This exercise
hens oo i tkated Roensure all
victims pet goverament akd.
Chandy sapl As many as T8
people were aligible for B 5
lakh compensation  nscom
mmeeTechix] by the NHEC, OF this,
Bk state hars dishursed nssist-
e 1o GO0 Gamuilioss

“The Minancial assistance
could mot b Eiven o 1534 fam-
ilies due to ek of clarity in
ther entithement  documents
thary bl producisd. Thie funad
B anailable, apd B okl be
disbursed as soon as the gov
eroment receives proger doc-
umenits,” hesaid.
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/Cell for Endosulfan Victims Functioning Well: Govt

Express News Service

Kochi: The state govern-

ment on Toesday submitted

beforethe Kerala High Court

thiat the Endosulfan Victims'

Relief and Remediation Cell

. has been functioning effec-

tively in Kasargod district in

i connection with the reha-

hilitation and welfare mea-

. sures being undertaken for
. endosulfan victims.

The state filed the affidavit

. following a direction by the

High Court to the govern-

ment, to inform about the

number of meetings held by

the district-level cell after its
farmation, The court had
passed the order on a peti-
tion seeking a directive to the
government to take follow-
up action on the welfare and
rehabilitation measures of
the endosul fan victime. The
petitioner, B C Kumaran of
Kasarged, said that the gov-
ernment order forming the
district-level cell was issued
on October 15, 2001 How-
ever, there had not been any
follow-up action since then.
The petitioner also alleged
that the Centre had not pro-
vided any funds for provid-

The state submitted
that the Cell was
formed in the back-
drop of the Endosul-
fan tragedy, with a
view to take remedial
MEASUes

ing compensation to the

The state submitted that
the Cell was formed in the
‘backdrop of the Endosalfan
tragedy, with a view to take

remedial measures. The ueﬂ
has been conducting month
ly meetings ever since i‘t;
inception and has five sepa-
rate committees for Health,
Education, Social Welfare,
Agricalture and Civil Sup-
plies. Specialised medical
camps have also been or-
ganised under it
Meanwhile, the National
Human Rights Commission
had given direction to pay
comy nsatl.on to the com-

patients. Hence, the patients
in all the lists had to be re-

categorised and the lists have |
been submitted by the
D0, i
Ascording to the govern- |
ment, it was ready to award
the compensation as sug-
gested by the NHRC. The :
commission had recom-
mended a compensation of
75 lakh each to the depen- |
dants of those who had died :
ms well as to those who has |
been bedridden due to expe-
sure to endosulfan. Thecom-
mission had also recom-
mended a compensation of
23 lakh each to those who
sustained severe injuries.
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Special Correspondent

KOCHI: A Division Bench of the
Kerala High Court on Friday
asked the parents of a boy
who died allegedly owing to
endosulfan-induced  health
problems to approach the
Kasaragod district-kevel relicf
and rehabilitation committee
for getting compensation.

The government came un-
der attack for its failure to
sanclion compensation to the
pareniz of seven-month-old
Muhammed Sinan who died
last week. Muhammed, son of
Salawddin and Fathima of
Ambalathara in Pullur-Periye
panchayat, died of a myste-
rious disease.

The Bench comprising
Chiefl Justice Manjula Chel-
lur and Justice K. Vinod

‘Approach district panel for relief,
endosulfan victim’s family told
Court seeks details of work undertaken by panel

Chandran issued the direc-
tive when a petition filed by
B.C. Kumaran of Kasaragod
seeking a directive bo the gov-
ernment o take follow-up ac-
tion on the welfare and
rehabilitation of the endosul-
fan victims came wup for
hearing,

The Bench asked the par-
ents of Muhammed to ap-
proach  the district-level
committee with necessary
application for financial as-
sistance from the govern-
ment.

The court directed the
committes which is looking
after the rehabilitation pro-
gram to fill details of the
works undertaken by it. It
should include the number of
cluims and the amount of

Y
& X

compensation made, as also
the number of applications
pending for consideration.

The petitioner pointed out
that Muhammed did not fig-
ure on the official list of the
endosulfan victims

In his petition, B.C, Kum-
aran of Kasaragod said the
government order forming
the district-level cell was is-
sued an October 15, 2011
However, there had not been
any follow-up action since
then. The cell, headed by the
Agriculture Minister, had not
met even once, and no wel-
fare measure had been
implemented.

He also alleged that the
Centre had failed to provide
any funds for giving compen-
sation to the victims.

SThe Indian EXPRESS

13 March 2013

High Court Order o
on Solatium to ¥£

v

Endosulfan Victim

Tapress News Service

Koehl: The Kerala High

Cireer oo Fricley imil

ini the issue of falluge of the

poverhmen 18 samciion
gt e

for cormideration.
inan, pon of Salasddin
and Fatidma of Asralathara

of seven-month-ald Mu-
Fanrmirmad Simam, e endogul-
| fan victim, who diedd Tase

il
A Dvigiom Bench commpris-
ing, Chied Justion Mangsla

Chellur ard Justios K Vined  victima

Chanddren issed the dirnt
tive while corssdering a peti-
wion fled by B C l\-m of
Kaena ] meecing & diirvctiven:
1z the gevesnment 1o tie

plieation for seeking fimam-
ciil amnintamee from te gow-
ermaneent. The ctmrt also di-

rims ks the lazt exhasative
medical eamp to identify
people suffering from dis-
mases piriested Lo the pati-
eile speaying was held in
December 2001, the peti-

oedey Frming the districl-
Tevell el ‘e g oty (-
tober 15, 3688, However,
teere bl nod besen amy ol

feper-up sction sinoe thed.
The colll waes headlid by the
Agricainum) Minktar and
Dl
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7

TIMES STATE

Sroecevi Chitharasjan | rus

Kazhikods: The sxpest pas-
el canslivated by chiel minks-
1or Domees Chandy 1o pre-

aislllan affected persens o
vkl pOvVErTES &1 COm P el
then will begin theis work

ot eirategies 0 prepare the

BGTETE 10 SHErming the clas”
alﬂibﬁm of remaining vis-

Tha CM kad appoisted o
five-member medical team o

wubssle & repert to the wiats
wvernment  within  fear
months 0 expand b com-

‘The Peport of tho wxpert
ﬁlﬂ'l.mulluh in expected o

caly

=l la the Hnﬂi‘hﬂ Ny,

Based on ho Fecommends-

ll-nm made by National Hu-
Right  Commissdon

th‘HMIl and stabe govern-

meEl

The comgseadation is be-
ing peevided fo bad-ridden,
menlally and physically
challenged viclims amd can-

T patients in the 11 affected
grama panchaysis OF the
$.500 viciims, only 2395 poo-
ple had fours] a place im the
compeatation lst of the
ataie The ex-
et taa w il classify the pe
‘Toaknkngd 208 poreons safler-
g roem varbossd s hnents.
D¢ K P Aravindan.a mem-

Endosulfan panel to begin work next week

ber of the o aid
kst a detaibed plan on vars.

egs approaches being adopt-
wd o M (e el RETbLLIny crite-
fa fo determine the

sysiem, Kidney skin
::dh'llnlnddhﬂl:hi-ll

ﬂhlu;ﬂu'lh-ﬂhn body® his

endof Jume,” hepdded.

69



2013 )

Media Dossier On Endosulfan Issue In Kerala

03 May 2013

“ru"‘?’i‘?f*a

Alternatives to endosulfan get the nod

Stockholm convention approves non-chemical as well as chemical alternatives

Koy Mathew

THIRUVARANTHAPURAM: The
Conference of Parties to the
Steckholm  Convention  on
Fersistent  Organic  Pollu-
Lamis, mieeting in Genevs
proved non-chemical as 'u-ll
as chemical alternatives to
endosulfan on Thursday.

The nen-chemical alterna-
tives were proposed in a sig-
nificant departure from past
practice. The evaluation of
non-chemical alternatives, as
accepted by the conference,
consists of an eccosystem-
based approach to pest man-
agement as wiell as technical
inlerventions.

C. Jayakumar of the non-
governmental  organisation
Thanal, who is in Geneva as
an ohserver, said in an ¢-mail
message thal now that non-
chemical alternatives to en-
dosulfan are accepted offi-
cially by the UN Convention,

The venue of the Stockhalm Convention on
Persistent Organic Pollutamts in Géneva,

and others to explore and be
world leaders in providing the
solutions b frrming without
poisons.”

The conference approved
a5 many as 100 chemical al-
ternatives to endosulfan sub-
jeet to certain reservalicns.
The approved chemical alter-

malathion. aldicarh, carbofu
ran, cabaryl, fipromil, methyl
parathion, amd pyrethrin.
which are used in India.

The approval cssentially
takes note of the peport on the
assessment of chemical and
non-chemical alternatives to
endosulfan carried out by the

Review Committee of the
convention and encourages
parties to consider the -out-
cime of the assessment when
choosing alternatives to en-
dosulfan for the use of crap-
pest complexes avalable s
specific exemptions.

The decision emphasised
the need for further assess-
ment under local conditiens
prevailing in the context of
specific agro-ecosvstems and
.\|g'|'|,|,|.|,|_:|.u-4|]|| aclices and giv
ing priority o ecosyvstem
based approaches to pest con-
trosl, The conference
requested its secretariat to
undertake activities to sup-
pork parties in evalusting the
information on alternatives
tor the wse of endosulfan in
their countries, including the
information made available
through the work programmse
un endosulfan,

See alse Page 9

Stall Reparter

“there is lot of scope for Indis  natives  include  pesticides  Persisten! Organic Pollutants s
04 May 2013 06 May 2013
PRI

Chandy calls on

endosulfan victims
Reviews progress of their treatment

Ul district administration 1o

/More medical camps to
identify endosulfan victims

Seall Beportes

RASARAGOD: Froviding a

2000 wan register theic
names for the rmedical
camps even if the family

panchayat

peesticide  spraying
perksd g avirtual retmcs

proposed medical camps
shoald cater 1o all Iving
outside the matibed pan-

limits during

KASARAGOD: Chief Mimister
Oopmmeen Chandy on Thurs-
day visited endesulfan vie-
tims admitted 1o the
Yenapoya medical colbege
hospital in Mangalore and re-
viewed the progres of the
e e
in
mmdymﬂ; Wi in
Ma Pe A deciio-
noering  for the  Congross
ahead of the May 5 Assembly
| palls in Karnataks, visited the
I moepital in the svening, offi-
| clal sources here sid on
| Friday.
Mr. Chandy visited four en-
I dosulfun victime, incloding a
| mwh—dd.bur_rlmm Eara-
.;h]du p.mlupl in the dis-
| trict who has theen found

berrm last mcanth. Thie boy was

referred a5 a special case by

the hospital, with which the

State government hag #m-

tered Into 2 m unader-
standing to pi wxpert
treatment fo the endosulfan-
affected victlima.

Mr. Chandy also interacted
with the relatives of the pa-
tiends at the hespital. He later
reviewed the progress of the

He interacted with senlor
odficials of the medical col-
bege, including Vice-Chancel-
e P, Chandramohan;
medial superintendent M5
sk registrar K. Janard-
hanam; and controller of #x-
wminations K.F. laysrajan

ray of hope 1o distraught
lamily members of sus-
pected  endosulfan wigs
fims, the district
sdminitration hs de-
cided fo comduct monse
mecichl camps in Jane
arnl Juby to identify fresh
vaies bn the district,
Thuse who wish 1o at-
tend the medical camps
shpald  regeiter  their
nmmes at their neacky
IFimary or comEunity
health centre by May 25,
on official relomse, quol-
ing the Depaty Collector.
who @ in-charge of the
Endosulian Cell, sald.
Families which had
sen livieg in panchaynts
where endosulfan  was
acrially sprayed i the
vshew estates “of the

Corporation of Keraln
(UKD Led from 197 to

-

70

members live in arcas
culside the natified 10
panchayal limits, il said.

Howwwer, those wha
did modt regide [n the noti-
foed  panchayat  limsits
during the period of the
pesticide  spraying  anc
not entitled to register
their names for the med-
ical camps

“Ihecision Hayed

Thia decision of the ad-
ministratlen has come in
for etrong criticism from
e Emdcsulfan Peeditha
Janakeeya Munani
(EPIM],  which  hae
spenrheaded a series of
ngitalions b pross (s de-
mands, The decsaon bo
bald anvther round of
midical camps &5 a wels

the h!:ll'l:lﬂ.ﬂl'b]"f 1 those
Iewing? i the nalifed 10

tion of the premise made
by Chiel Minister Oom-
neen Chandy that people
living in other nreas will
abso he sereened b iden-
tify fresh victims, Ende-
TEET +  Peeditha
Janakesva Munnani con-
vener Ambalathars Xun

kikrishnan told Tho
Iindy on Sunday, Tles
Fromisg Was ﬂ'_'ld* on
utherocassionsas well by
various people in awihar-
ity, he mod

Welcome move
He said the govern-

ment's fecent decision to
nclude 1318 more wies
tims and a few more saise
pecled cases om  the
afficial list was & wel-
come step. But the lat in-

paschaysts and three
municipalitiss, and ihe

shayats, he said.

For inetance, localities
falling under Kodom-Be-
s, Pallikeare, Chergala,
and Cheninvathor villages
situated close (e the noti-
fied panchayat linsits had
a significant presence of
mupected  endosaflan
vietims,  Such  people
shiould b= allowed B k-
tend the camps, Mr. Bun
hikrighnan sid

Let the familics pre-
senl their oo amd the
physicians casry out pre-
liminary examinat hons 1o
decide If they coubd b
cobegoniscd as endosul-
fan victims, he said

The authenities showhkf
i limit the National
Human Hights Comamis-
soon-recommended com-

Tivirg i the potifled pa-
chayat limits, he said
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Jabir Mushbaai

NOTHINDDE: Though its coa-
ceniration & showly decrrim=
ing, residues of endosulfan,

pesticide, any still present in
the sl mmphs collecled
from differen] panchayats of
Hanaragod district, s o sl
entific udy

Th fourthand ttest phase
al & contimuing stwdy undei-
takem by & team of schaiists
led by F.5. Harllamar, prifci-
pal investigator and bead of
the water quabity division of
the Centre for Walsr Fe:
sturces L L T
Management ITWRDAD
Kozhilode, perinded 1o agrea
ter peristence of endosulisn
ir: 5ol and sediment samples

the controwersial chombzal  ogy

Alan in water mmples

Interestingly the labest
wttidy, e report of witich was
subrmitted 1o the Kerals State
Cosncal for Schenion, Techmal-

¢ and  Emvironment
(KSCSTE), was comdected in
the surroanding panchayats
off e Mantation Cosporstion
of Kerala's estsles abowt 11
years after the company paot
an e to Uhe periad spraying
of the pesticide b s planta-
togs.

According to Dr. Hariku-
maf, the ressducs fousd in the
mamples need nof b neces-
sarily of the pesticile aerially
aprayasd in the rogian ever 10
VEArs aga.

“It can alea be of some re-
ceAl wie by othi:r means sirce
a complete ban on the pesti-

eide came only 3 couple of
years afo in the Sate” he

E

Study sinee 2000

The CWRDM has bocn
conducting a #udy on the
persistente of endosulian s
water, soil, amd sediment
samgiles of Kssaragod in duf
ferent phases ince 2000 The
latest |8 he fourth phose of
that stucdy. Though the resid-
wen ol the pesticide wene
found to be waning meoane
quickly from the waber sm
ples, i didat happen 20 with
Ul secliment and sofl sm
ples. “Its decroase wus found
partkwisrhy dlow with the sall
sammples " sai! Dr, Elarika-
mar

According to him, the deg-
rodatzon rates of both emdoe
sulfon isomers were greatly
albectrd by ervirenmetol
condibons.

lk:i‘:::' d 1ht e
ok gas oM

* Emdoswifan is
hﬁlhl;ﬁuﬂ
sclentists

# Study report
submitted to
NSCSTE

bined toxic residues of endo-
sulfan i the sediment and
soril samnples of sebected areas
of Kasaragod district wene
fownd to be persistent far o
period afl L5 to 2 vears, bui
the persistence ehowed varia-
tione depanding upon the cli-
matke  comditiens  and
physicu-chemical character-
istics lifor pii, ofgamic matter
content, and partich: sie of
the soil im the area

Tl of 12 soil sumples, the
pesticide was detected in free
samples during the second
phise and during ihe third
hase, eradomu lfan was datect -

'Endosulfan residue persists in Kasaragod soil

Residue decreasing in water samples,
finds fourth phase of CWRDM study

e I thaee samples. Sasnpling
wis again corlinued in the
fourtly phase to find ot the
persistence of emdosalfan.
Oy of the thires soil samples
in which endesulien was di-
fected during the third phase,
it was fodzhd to be persistent
tm twn ol samples from Pa-
malhadi and Mulivar pan-
chavals during the fourth
phase.

* Neoed loenforee ban

A polatvely high consen-
tration &f endosulian was de-
tiscded in ihe soil, acconding o
scientists, bosause of the fact
that it & faddy imeoblle In
soil and i highly persistent
“We meed W0 keep tabs on the
Hime the pesticade takes for
matyural degradation B the
sodl, In the mwanwhile, we
b to aba check whether
il bam on cndoaulian is be-
ing strictly followed by all*
sald Dr. Hariamar,

THE=#&@ HINDU
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‘ndosulfan:
court seeks

o details of

compensation

Special Correspondent

KOCHI: A Division Bench of the
Kerala High Court on Thurs-
day directed the State govern-
ment o furnish the details of
the dependents of endosulfan
victims who had been granted
compensation as directed by
the National Human Rights
Commission.

The Bench comprising
Chief Justice Manjula Chel-
lur and Justice K. Vinod
Chandran direcled the gov-
ernment to inform the court
whether those who had re-
celved the compensation
were the genuine dependents
of those who died due to en-
dosulfan exposure or those
who had been bedridden. The
government should also pro-
vide the full details of the per-

sons who received th
compensation. ’/w

$The IndianEXPRESS

24 May 2013

a ,__..élﬂi:i%_“:lﬁ_,..__._...
Endosulfan:

State Told to
File Affidavit

Express News Service

Kochi: Coming down heav- :
ily'on the state government, :
the Kerala High Court on -
Thursday directed the state :
to file an affidavit on wheth- -
er the compensation of 21
crore to endosulfan victims : |
had reached the right hands, | -
A Division Bencl R
Chief Justice Manjula Chel- !
lur and Justice K Vinod ;.
Chandran passed the order :
while considering a petition |
filed by B C Kumaran of |
Kasaragod seeking a direc- :
tive to the government to |
take follow-up action on the !
welfare and rehabilitation of :
endosulfan victims. i
The court had directed the |
district-level committee, in- |
charge of the rehabilitation :
programrme, to file details of
the work they have done so |
far, including the number of :
claims made before the com-
mittee, amount of compen- :
gation given and the number
of ing applications. But |
it was not complied with |
properly and the court ex-"
pressed its dissatisfaction 3
the inaction of the sta
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P:ne_l formed to
study formation of
endosulfan tribunal

Compensation to victims :

Special Correspondent

ROCHI: The State government
informed the Kerala High
Court on Tuesday that a com-
mittee had been formed tooex-
aming if an endosulfan
tribumal was required to look
into the grant of compensa-
tion o the victims and if the
pesticide manulacturers
coild be mande Lo pay,

In an affidavit submitted
before a Bench comprising
Chief Justice Manjula Chel-
lur and Justice k. Vinod
Chandran, the government
sald another committee had
been constituted to study
whether the delis of the vig-
tims should be written off or
not,

The affidavit was filed in
response W a court directive
te furnish the details of the
dependents of victims who
had heen wr anled the ¢om-
pensation ordered by the Na-
tional Human Highl=
Commission.

The affidavit said the vie-
tims had been provided a
comprehensive  package  of
services and benefits, Besides
a district-level cell for their
rehabilitation. a special cell
for coordinating the func-
tivns of government offices

* Another panel to
study debts of the
victims

* ¥ictims given a
comprehensive
package of services

and  agencies  had  been
constituled.

The affidavit said the gov-
ernment had taken many
steps o address the problems
faced by the victims, and ev-
ery attempt was being made
to see thot the bencfits reac-
hed them. The government
had complied with the recom
mendations of commission
for providing compensation
and paid Hs. 2595 crore Lo
2046 people as the first
instalment.

OFf the compensation of Rs
5 lakh for bedridden |n.'|.|:i1,'|:|.lsu_
Hs. 3 lakh would he disbursed
m two instalments of Hs, 15
lakh each and the balance Rs
2 lakh depasited in their bank
accounts, Ot of the s, 2 lakh
for the disabled, Rs. 2 lakh
would be disbursed in two in-
stalments of Hs. 1 lukh each
and the balance Rs. 1 lakh de
posited in their names, -
banks. II'\

A

23 July 2013

’ “Disband endosulfan panel’

Staff Beporter
KASARRGOD: The Endosulfan
Peedhitha Janakeeya Mun
nani, an organizstion fighting
for the cause of cndosulfan
victims, has demanded the
dishbanding of the panel
chaired by C.N. Ramachan
dran Nair. former judpe,
studying the need to set up a
tribunal to help streamline
the gevernment's initiatives

to provide relicf o the
viclimns

The commitiee has failed
to assess the groumd realitics
in the villages affected by the
aerial sprayving of the pesti-
cide, Ambalathara Kunhik-
rishnan said at a press
conference here on Manday.
He said the committee had
been adopting o lax and cizu-
al approach and coming out
with prejudiced statements
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Panel moots tribunal, relief
fund for endosulfan victims

Govt Must Form A Team Of Doc§ To Advise Tribunal: Report

TIMES

shoull Be disposed within
three ik afber a pleiis fil
il

The commbtber skl thot
mnss of the cias skl be
v wilhin years and the 1r1-
Farram] <l bee e lisheeed al
o thint, e abet Bk feew e
Ja SR the slole Cin
notiy thes woith e appnoval
of haghy coairt b o aletlriet or

“‘tﬂmmmlhfﬁ.‘w
eupert comemithes on erdoullanis
has recommended 2 compensation
5 lalkdh to the family of deceased i
mmend: paratytic patients and victims who
of a become mentally challenged. The

arxl s allio recormmenced T3 kakh Tor

Ivie: i

thie comstiutios of 5 revery Bordhis purpooe. 8o skl ftionad judge
singhe-nerilar tralinad «nh Iz £ e skl 1w A lake Endosuling, an  mescti
asrevimg ud el offeerol e peeel IgS AEmist plars Cide, was used exsensively
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T thes L Ammal

meliscTiminateh er'lal
agmirved] over cashew Hanta
tinms that cosinmimaied sail
watersources, wildlfeand sd
The team shoabl be i sersely alfectod (e sdiha
tioved in Basaragsd Thedr  people. Alreody honned in
bl ehinsld el evidome oo B cointries. 127 ooam-
pevwomally from the victime  trice ageessd o 3 waorldaode
! shoukl b piven oo banat (e S8ockholm Comen
“The plantation corpora: b0 condiol & e -nquaire A= Bon ofl Pecsistent Organk
ahor  Gkm ks aleeady aniedhobel  Broaspeesiblenllappleations. Polhnamstsoo8®in Aprala '|'|_f
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weriwide o oo crogs like

sexclpcnle wos lapueal i wna
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“Endosulfan Victims: Panel
‘Moots Payment, Tribunal

. Express News Sarvica

| TPurann: The thros-mem-
¢ ber committes constitubed

by the State Government to
riommend on The corsti=

: tution of Tribusal and Souwrcs
+ ew of fund for Endosulfan
. wictinns of Kasargod distriet’
! chaired by Justice C N Ra-

machusndran Mair, b moot-
ed & monthly payment of
£2,000 1o the legal heirs of
the deceased victims of the

amount,

the |m| Teeirs will be paid
the imterest on the balance
mmu& imhe i
ibed in the government
treasury payable after death
till the end of the year in
which the deceased would

¢ abtain 65 of age had hef
E l'htl:-m?E: The deposit
i ameount will be released to
T e Ix-ga] heirs, as amd when

the monthly paymment i dis-
dnintined.

The victims who are
manently disabled a
[-awug_ﬁu per cent og rrm‘t
memtal retandation should

'III.I. 14

mm
MAMhthﬂmmﬂ
before th HC that tha state gwermment had paid com-

]

DErecns clgibie o gat the be 5500
-mmm&ummnmd!ﬂm

E mhdhu':pid Iowards e firs: mn“n-
Tanson, - EN§

aleo bagiven a msonthly pay-
ment of ®3000. A monthly
um of 1,000 should be paid
to those partially disabled
amnl thise with below 50 per
cont mental retardation and
for cancer patiants,
Coming to bulk compen-
gation fo be pakd, the com-
mittee has reeommended to
pu:ﬂs laich each deducting
ﬁll‘]-‘ml‘n! already made
to the kin of 1he deceased
victims, and for those pef-
manently bedridden and
disabled and for these hav-
ing mental retardation of 50

per cent or above. It is also
recommended to give T3
lakh for partially disabled
imcluding cancer patients
aned those with less than 5o
per cent mental retarda-
tian.
The committes récom-
mended constitution of a
tribanal with
a serving judicial officer in
the rank of a district judge to
settle all disputes arising
with regand 1o eligihility for
compensation and other
benefits provided to victims
in summary procesdings.
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'STATE'S GLAIMS ON.
ENDOSULFAN RELIEF
RUBBISHED
Kochl, B: The petitioner in
the endas cage has robblshed
the state’s claims regarding the
implementation of the endosulfan

THE=t @ HINDU

07 August 2013

24 August 2013

e

=R O |

Panel recommends
formation of tribunal

Spedal Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPERAN:  The
comumikbee constituted by
the governmeat o Pecos-
menid o0 the conakibution of
irdunal  and  soarces  of
fusdi [ endosulian wic-
tims -of Kessrogod district
e recosnmended the con-
stitution of a tribumal. with
limited powers. for identif
cation of victims arsd sdjude-
catiom  of  compensation
claims, The tritainal will not
b compefent to emtertsin
any compensaticn ladms
agal et Plantstion Codpara-
tlom of Kerala Lid (PCK),
which spraved endosulfan
aerially in its plantations, o
pestichde companbe, It role
wonld b limited 19 settling
disputes over eligibility for
ompensaion o other si-
sstunce ordered By the
FERSHE

couri. The tofal smount of
sation to be would be t Mecommendation
2T crope 24 Jakh but what has The commitioe, comprs-

ing ertieed Judge £, Ra-
machandram Nadir,
DMirector-General of Prose

number will be 807 as per the infor- cutions T. Asal All, and Law
mion collected under the RTI,EE Secretary CF, Hama Blaja
—a Peema Prassd, proposed in

its report submitted ta Chic!

Mimister e Chandy

o Twenday thal 3 verving

jucdicial ul'Elmrull:nc rankof
J.{,:

disputes theough sammary
pEnotedings.

N abso recommended the
comstibution of an ‘B ndodu)-

. Trﬂl.mltll.u
adjudicat® an
mdw.lfm redel

‘Pl{dll-m ed
only limit pumm
for tribunal

fan Belied fund” with Siate
fands amd through contribu-
tions and collections [rom
the Cenkral government, the
Flantotion Conporatiosn. and
others te fusd snistance o
ermlusulfan viclims.

A team of specialist dos
tors fram medical colleges
showld br comsiitetel 1o
cerlaly «ligibility amd e
gnciation of clairmants for
grant of rehef by the triba-
il

\mlln
shiyishd b ga-

1t‘l|lihrdt:[h-ﬂllirﬁ:t|m]
w0 impieesent the arders of
I-- tribanal. The tribmnal
and e sgemcy slhould be ei-
.i-l shed through State

legislalen

The commiliee suggested
that the government should
nof go for Lckgation agabnst
the PCK and should take
ey e linhility Lo compen=
sale the victims ihreugh
comstitgisen cf the relnef
fand, [ also recommended
that eligibdity for assistance
should be normally [Bnited
ta peofibe living wihin a
manaimum of e km from
b plantation: of PCK

/ 6,012 S|gn up for
endosulfan camps

Specialists Take
P;lr‘t In Initiative To
Find Fresh Victims

O afiy
Thiravansnthapuras: A3 mam

a5 BOLE people bave
themselors fur (he o

=Tt |1V;u are pow afendeng
Ihrutpl inwhick we are carrying
= dunuul.k eais 5p|-

In camps beimg <
jlaces sl D bt

alome, 1S progle came b 1|'|f-

camips.” T Ashai] sa el

Numwwtm
e el by Sy s pregane & de

Fafed it of thesie dargnosad 4 Vi

and
5. ST
paschisire pt
rud aphihalmes
i Knghicods, &
Thiruvanssthspursm ms
Tiggrs
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Endosulfan Cabinet to take up panel report

mmm&himt
will deliberate on the recom-
mendations of the CN. Ra-
machandran Nair
Commission that studied the
feasibility of setting up a tr-
bunal to decide the compen-
sation for endosulfan victims
in the district, Agriculture
Minister K F. Mohanan has

| said

The ‘Cabinet will also dis-

| ciiss threadbare the concerns

aired by the district-level en-
dosulfan victims cell, Mr. Mo-

hanan, who also halds charge

of the district, said.

He was chairing a special
meeting of the cell at the Col-
lectorate conference hall here

firms n:m.lun-m out pro-
Jong secl praying of -
dosulfan in cashew estates in
11 panchayat limits in the dis-
trict, paving the way for seri-
ous health and ecological
hazards.

They maintained that the
commission was vocal on is-
sues that did not come under
its purview and the report
was prepared without making
a proper study.

The commission did not
look into the shorteomings of
the National Human Rights
Commission-suggested com-
pensation package nor did it

examine the official list of vie-
tims. Instead, it considered
the ongoing relief offered to
the victims as part of the com-
pensation, they said

The members urged the
government to penalise the
pesticide companies for car-
rying out indiscriminate se-
rial spraving for over two
decades.

Mr. Mohanan said another
expert committes would visit
Nenchanparambu in Karadu-
ka panchayat within a week.
Itisapprehended that unused
pesticide is secretly buried in
the locality, where a few peo-

ple have complained of com-
plicated diseases.

. He said tests carried out on
soil and waterbodies in the
locality had failed to establish
the presence of pesticide re-
sidues. The decision fo go in
for a second visit by an expert
committes was made to allay
the fears of the people.

‘The Minister praised peo-

officials, physicians, and pe-
ramedical staff for conduct-
ing a five-day special medical
camp recently to help fresh
victims find place on the offi-
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 Endosulfan victims to launch
indefinite hunger strike today

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Thiruvananthapuram:
In profest against the gov-
ernment failure to honour
the assurancesithad given
to the endosulfan victims,
: the public forum for endo-
: ‘sulfan-affected would
launch an indefinite hun-
ger strike in front of the
secretariat here on June
23.

According to forum
president T Sobha and sec-
retary AmbalatharaKrish-
nan, the state government
had failed to provide the re-
lief it promised to the vic-
tims after the strike in
front of the Cliff House in
January.

Though the govern-
ment had agreed to give the
financial assistance rec-
ommended by the national

| cial aid recummemﬂd:r}
| by the national human

The pubﬁc forum fOr:
endosulfan-affected

| claimed that the state
| government had

to provide the finan-

rights nnmmissiun_: i

human rightscommission,
it did not keep its word. It
was giving assistance on
instalment basis inonly 15
panchayats.

As many as 5,500 people
in 27 panchayats and three
corporationwards in Kasa-
ragod were detected with
health problems connected
with the use of endosulfan.

Though itwas promised
that the debts of farmers

on the wverge of suicide
would be written off and
thereportof Justice Rama-
chandran Nair would be re-
jected, the government
failed to honour such de-
mands.

Justice Ramachan-
dran's report gives the vic-
timschoicetoeitheraccept
the tribunal’s compensa-
tion or battle it out in court
at their own expense.
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3 lakh

is the amount
the Supreme
Court approved
frr the victims

b/l/
victims have
received the

COMpEnsation.
3,547 victims
are yet to
receive
ompensation

EXPRESS NEWE SERVICE @ TPuwram

MOTHERS of endosulfan victims
along with their children started a
hunger strike in front of the Secre-
tariaton Wednesday The same was
organised by the People's Move-
ment for Endosulfan Victims,
formed in 2012 which has been de-
manding proper rehabilitation and
healthcare facilities. After several
fights, in an arder dated January
2017, the Supreme Court approved
25 lakh for the endosulfan victims
and 6,212 victims have received the
compensation. But 3,547 victims
are vot to recelve compénzation.
Social worker Daya Bai is stag-
ing an indefinite fadt along with
the victims. She has alleged a big
plot behind the denial of benefits

to endosulfan vietims. 8he won-
dered how the bureaucrats can ox-
clude victims who were identified
by povernment doctors from the
beneficiary lst. “Why was there a
regxamination? s the government
seeing those dying a miserable
death™ she ashed.

The victims have prepared a ben-
eficiary list induding their needs
where healtheare facilities should
be provided to all victims free of
eost. Aecording to the victims,
1905 grantees ldentified at the pe-
ricdical medical camp conducted
in 207 should be added to the ben-
eficiary list, while the 2011 medical
camp has identified 1318 eligible
victims and among them, 810 were
not added to the list.

They have demanded writing-off

Mothers of endosulfan victims
begin hunger strike in T’Puram

of loans, seientifie and logical re-
habilitation, the need for a tribanal
system to avoid wrongful dismizsal
and renewal of ration eamds. There
was a stress on the need to provide
22,200 monthly pension for the
mentally challenged and 71,200 as
‘Santhwana Penslon®. They have
also proposed to increase the pen-
sion to 25,000 per month and pro-
vide job opportunities for at least a
member from the endosulfan-af-
fected families.

The protesters also want the gov-
ermnent toact upon the removal of
endosulfan from godowns, which
was earlier directed by the govern-
ment in January 2014, Need to im-
prove facilities in BUDS schools
was also put forward by the
protesters.

THE:=t @ HINDU
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State’s talks with endosulfan victims fail o

168-crore rehabilitation village for the affected to come up at Moolivar in Kasaragod

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
FHIRVANANTHAFURAM
The State government has
failed to reach an agreement
with representitives of en-
dosulfan victims from Kasa-
ragod who have been on a
sit-in in front of the Secreta-
riat héfe since :
Health Minister K.K. Shy-
Laja and Revenue Minister E.
Chandrasekharan  held 2
closed-door meeting with
them on Friday. The State's
decision to whittle down the
list of persons purportedly
eligible for compensation to
a mave “manageable num-
ber™ proved to be the sole
stumbding block to an amica-
bile settlement, officials said.
Later, the Minister re-
quested the representatives
ol the Endosulfan Peeditha
Janakiya Munnani to call off
the agitation, She said the go-

vernment woubd  address
their grievances and extend
compensation to the pe-
nuinely affected. She also
promised to write off mort-
gages up to 13 lakh incurred
by the families.

Earlier, the Assembly wit-
nessed 3 walkout by the Op-
position after the Speaker
denied leave for an adjourn-
ment motion. A 268-crore
rehabilitation  wvillage for
those affected would be set
up at Mooliyar village in Kas-
aragod, Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan told the Assemb-
ly. The Centre was yet to
provide the 483 crore
sought by the State since
2012,

The government had in-
cluded 287 persons in the af-
fected list after a medical
camp. Another 87 persons
were added after a review.

3o

Finishing touches: Surendran Kookanam of Kannur gives finishing touches to his relief work of
Bhagavathy Theyyam (Amma Theyyam) dedicated to the mothers of endosulfan victims. s
sale proceeds are for the mothers of the victims wha ane on a satyagraha in front of the
Secretarial. i wamsHs
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SPECIAL CORRES PORDENT

THIBL VA ML NT HaFE A

The representaivs of tbe
victims «of emdosulfan poi-
snfing 18 Kisaragnd disimier
called off their five-cay-pld
sit-im in front of the Secreta-
il o Sundy dHed the Suale
preenment  conceded 1o
thelr dermand 1o bring more
fected farmalics within the
ambit of the State’s compen-
sationn and  rehabilicagion
ProgTanme.

Chiell Minister Pinarai vi-
jayan ivited the Endeiian
Perditha Jamakiva Munmand
o reconciliatory lalks on
e wedicend holidey alber
the fomam staged a manch o
hie ofieial residence in the
T

The demonatrabors in-
chuded 30 mothers wish
heaith complications caused
by pesticide exposure and
el children, seversd of
themn handicapped by con
penital deformitses.

With Comgress leader V.M.
Sudheeran and social acthis
Dayabai piiing hwemsekves
in the vanguard of the prot-
exl, the gowvernmnen! did not

b oy

thare- clay - beang Tast Ror tha wiceieng in frone of the Secrenarin on Sunday, - euevie

Search bor succsir: Activiet Diayabas consoles Subeca and her dasghter Fatima, an endosutfan vactim, abber ending her

want so sk allowing the agl
tathon it sopaire o political
il fiioE

The marchers were alan
phgoed by Health Mingter
KK Shylaja's commesnt on
Saturday that the Munnani
had endangered endosulian:
inspaized children by parad:
ing them in public.

Thie Chief Mintster's office

,
Endosulfan victims stage

LW, Lakls o
Envourable stance
towwarids thed
demands

SERFF Wk TER

Ehe seanng

rIFErarayi Vi
oy

wasi b i
B be adecishe with the go

Milgndfied Bhes

Lhdressing tlie gatheders
7 Kitals Prodedh Con
wittew  (KPOI
1. Sudheeras

way el

off theeir

proactively  engaged  ihe
Murmami also 1o pre-empt
il vt froms malking
political capital out of the
emuthe lssse in the nun-up
o the Lok Sabha ebertions.
Mr. Vignans privie s
cretary MV, Jayarahin bid
the groumdwosk fox the re-
comeiliation by holding infor.
mial galics wirh Stonnand bead

ety hod

%§¥5§ﬂh1.7§;

tal il e W3 Achisthunan

ers. Mr. Sudbesran piched
i by Enadisg 4 pericnal ag-
peal ba Mr. Vijgyan on the
plonie. Suibseqgiwnily. the
Mr. Vigovan direceed b
Munmani leaders e mest
hins ar i eonerence hall in
ttve Secretark

The gorvemment acoegied
e e of the Musrani
to Enclsde youngsters diag

1 Ehe Chad 1

Jir

¥
ever Bl chem,™ b saad a
e Sidhesi

nosed in 2007 with siae of
“planigible’ pevticide Eapas
ment on the current bt of
e | 90E persans Evoled in
thee Saaa's endosulfan oo

penastion scheme.

Cawtious optimlsm

M. Vijayam abo promised to
exteml the scheene Bennd
the 1l panchayats mared by

e e denci 68 O FSuEE m
T il T T s1 asmies

ulas i

Govt. relents, endosulfan agitation ends

: ) 2
Chief Minister agrees to bring more families within the ambit of compensation programme P}i‘;‘qx

the aecil spraving of pesti-
cile to thoie affected in
nearty bwalites. He alw
poofieed mote  Spedal
s ooz for children wich de-
formities

The demonsrators wel
comied the  developmem
withi cautiows optimism and
v B e Back i he Stae
went back on its word

e Zovernimenl Rl neved
perdar with eechnkcalnie:
while dealimg with the pest

“LARCTEEENLS (TS
the wiims of those bu
il e s, whi deem i unee

protest march to Cliff House .44

cridfy H undeidlandig i
1

K
sibility thai ihe pesticide
which wes aevially spraved
coghl Burve spiead Deyodid O
Itemnifed negias 1heogh air
el e, b skl

M cheloe

Emdousliin  Predinha  Jans

i Al

meeena Amhalsthaza sasd that
1 e chdice

thew chaldren

hardships § we b
choace. Wee did not inlen
theetms 00 bBeinine sy displn
bt B s Boner lasmed
i, bl

Senior joumalisi Geeiba
Mareer, Sell Employved Wo
Ben's  AssoCiation [SEWAD
S peneral sEonEan Sonia
Coestpe ar sogisd activisd K
Shajar Khin were among
v witen spwihos o 1he oaCcE
2hon.

L e P 8
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Endosulfan: Indefinite stir by victims’ mothers called oft

EXPRESS MEWS SERVICE & TPuam
THE indefinite agitation by moth-

Eemeflciarios,” he said, » MoeenPd

I'mquitn orsafl mdosulfon wictims and the
the gavernment humger strike by social activist
hasagresd to our Daya Bai to put pressum on the
mx government to agres o IJ!cu' e
e +. &l | munids was callod off on Sunday,
“'"' t:..m fallowing the undertaking given

sl sk el by the Chief Minister
raceive the The probest imder the aegls of
iy oo time Endosulfan Peeditha Junakeoya
pa— Munnani (EPJM) in fromt of Sec-
retnrint here hand been on since
Wednesday before the Chilef Min-
mpml'hl'l istors Ofice (CMO) adopted a
conciliatory stand at the media-
mrw: tory talks convenod on Sunday,
rnged chiidren Incidentally, the CMO calbed the
nad gone an mipoting aftor tho profosters took
bt out a march to the Chisf Minis-
ulrnEr-dnn ter's alTicknl res bdence.
speety disbursal M V Jayarajl, privabe secre
of iy tary to the Chiel Minlster, told re-

o and ﬁﬂ;mhr;ﬂ;lhrdﬁqnmnﬁ:{nt;lm;l

f ™ s WIEL Ins T
""""'“"“;tt";': dressed ~The povernment will
EFFTR ol ] | i takie steps o include vietims, who
paCkape — . Fund turmeesd 18 i 2007, inthe 1t of

= ocial activie Daya Bal with an endedul Fan-sMected gird in frant of the Secretarkat afner ending the Sgitation | sreem

THE TIMES OF INDIA

04 February 2019

Endosulfan victims end
protest as govt relents

More People To Be Included In The ]_i§ Of Beneficiaries

Ambalathara Kunjikrish
nan sald they were happy
with theouteomeaf thedls

Thars Mews Nerwoss

Thiruvananthapuram:

Endosulfan victimz who
were on 4 hunger sirike
In frone of the secrotarlat
demanding that more Pt
ple be inclwded in the list
for compensation, ended
thelr striEe an Sunday ol
lowlngan assuranoe by chi-
of minkster Ploarayl Vijay-
B

n the ANh day of the
agltatlon, the protosters
led by acuivist Daya Rail,
marched owarnds theofficl
al resldence of the chief
minister followlng which
the chiaf minlsters olos
Intervened to sedile thepro-
tegt. Vijayan's private se
cretary MV Javarajan and
health minister's privam
spcrotary P Santosh held
dlscusslons with the vic-
thms and lnter thechler ml-
nister himsell jolned the
Lalks.

It was docldod &t tho me
eting that peaple whin wers
1deniifsl a3 sndosulfan
victims during a medical

Endosulfan victims during the Ciiff House march on Sunday

camp condwed 1o 2007 but
were excluded from the 15t
al boneflclaries propared
by the government would
now b considersd cliglble
for financial abl. Health
authorithes had entifled
1805 v Letloes st Whe camp.
“Those Who were below
18 vears of age In Cho 115t
propared aner the medical
camp in 2007 will he sansl
dorad allginle for tha com-
pensat bon right away. They

need not besubjected WOany
mrther medical tesis. Bat
oS who wore abawe 18 vie
arsof age then will becon
siderad cligihle fortha com
pensatlon after holding a
detalled discussion, The
dlsirict collecior has been
asked b Bobd talks with he-
alth authoritbes,” sald M
Jayarajan after thoe discas
alon.

Tha convener of ths on-
dosulfan action commlttos

cussbon and the chief minl-
ster has agreed to mees the-
Ir demansds. Including ope-
ning BUDS schools (for
kids with spocial noeds)
Witz any delay

The protesners, nela
ding mothers of children
suffering from deformidl-
s, had lmunchaed the hung-
er sirike alleging that the
ROVETAMeCL was turning a
blind eye oo e Cact that ma
re penple were affected by
thi pestbcide.

Though they held a dis-
cussion with revenue and
health minlsters on Friday.
e (alks falbed. The action
committee members made
1t clear that they will end
the protest only after get-
tlng a written assurance
from the government that
Uiz 1154 WLl be X temdisd.

The chief minlster had
eariior assunsd (he Ass5om
by that the povernment
Wikl Inle ate A1CuERInng
o tha hunger sirfkoe.
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219 DECCAN CHROMICLE

An endosulphan affected child faints during a dharna in front of Cliff house demanding welfare measures to all

Endosulphan victims, on Sunday in Thiruvananthapuram.

CM concedes, endosulfan stir ends

DC CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVAMANTHAPURAM,
FEB 3

The Kasargod endosulfan
vietims and activists,
who have been on an
indefinite strike hefore
the secretariat here since
January 30, called off th.
eir agitation following ta-
1ks held with Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayvan on
Sunday. The chief minis-
tor agreed to consider
their demands, including
financial assistance to a
victims irrespective of
the panchayais they
belong to and inclusion of
1905 people coming under
the Biological Plausible
(BP) category In the list
of victimes.

M The agitators wanted
compensation to all the
victims as per the
supreme Court ruling
and waiver of the loans
of the victims.

"The district collector
will be asked to evaluate
the situation and update
the list,” said the CMO in
a press release,

Those who have already
boen recommended by
the medical team need
not go for re-examina-
tion, it said.

The protesters had
staged a grievance march
from the secretariat to
the CIliff House on
Sunday morning. Those
who attended the talks

with the chief minister
included Ambalathara
Kunjikrishnan, convener,

Endosulfan Protest Act-
ion Council, Ambikasut-
han Mangad, Muneesa,
K. Samiura, Aruni Chan-
dran and K. Santhosh
Kumar,

Social activist Dava Bai.
who led the agitation by
eight affected families
before the secretariat,
thanked all those who
stood with the agitators.

“1 have not taken the
comments of the minis-
ters .;'I]i{.'iill&t me serious-
Iy" said a tearv-eved
Daya Bai.

The decisions taken
during the talks held by
the agitators recently
with health and revenue

—PEETHAMBARAN PAYYERI

ministers K. K. Shailaja
and E. Chandrasekharan
respectively will also be
considered for implemen.
tation. The agitators
wanted compensation to
all the victims as per the
Supreme Court ruling
and waiver of the loans
of the victims.

Writers and activists M.
Mukundan, Sara Joseph,
Kalpetta Marayanan, Su-
nil B Elavidam, Madhu-
pal, and Ambikasuthan
Mangad had supported
their demands. They
asked the government to
change its stand that
endosulfan was sprin-
Kled only in 11 panchay-
ats in Kasargod and that
only people living in that
area were affected.
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NNIKRISHHAN § & TPuam

MIUHAMMAD FASAL, an eight-
vear old boy sits uncomfortably on
his mother Sameera’s lap. The fire-
uent movement of cars and bikes
MG Road in front of Secretariat
have caught the attention of
boy of his age. But Fasal sits
ooping most of the time, At
times his demeanour changes for a
wiolent jerky movements which
his mother struoggles to manage
v hail from Kinanoor Karin-
alam, a village in Kasaragod lo-
e 540 Kil oametres away from the
Secretariat,

They are part of the Endosulfan
Peaditha Janakeeyva Munnani
SPIM) or People's Movement for
Endozulfan Victims, formed by
mmilies affected by the damaging
nse of the pesticide in Kasaragod
istrict. The families are back on
the romd to profest exactly a year
er the government promised
them all help for rehabil itation.
nidst the tall claims, the families
el cheated by the pover nment.
Fasal whodevelops epileptic sei-
ure frequently was included in
the 511 beneficiaries ldentified af-
ter a medical camp, But the Gamily
is vet to pet any official document
at would have made them elig-
ke for finsncial and medical aid.
"E Chandrasekharan had come to
¥ house during election cam-
paign and assured that Fasal
would be included in the list. He
epeated the assurance when he
became revenue minister. But we
ri stll waiting,” savs Samesra.
handrasekharan represents Kan-
hangad constitusncy.

Fasal's father Igbal K K who
wiorkis as a driver is the sole hread-
winner of the family. The family

takes Fasal to a private hospital in
I:nnh:mg.m. They usually go hy

s for ecomomic reasons. It takes
jonme-and-a-half howrs to reach

Muhamme : hu#ﬂ!mﬂ

U 20 Faial fyung on
im frond of Uhe Secratariat in Thineeanan tsa puram | eroees

there, But it is the complications
that develop in the night that Sa-
meers dresds the most. “We take
taxi or ambulance to Mangalore if
he needs specialised care,” snid Sa-
miera. But such trips are expen-
sive and wreck the family's finan-
cial cordition.

The parents who foated EPJM
reminded the government of it
falled promises. There have been
several protests almost every vear
from 2012 in the capital. Daya Bai,
the S0-vearold social activist, once
again led the group in front of the
Secretariat to highlight the cause
She even staged a skit that spoke
about the variows coneer ns raisad
by the parents.

They have come firom 15 villages
in Kazaragod such as Mulivar,
Kayyur, Periye, Cheemeni, Ra-
japuram, Karadka. Adhur, En-
makaje and Eumbadaje. The indis-
criminate use of endosulfan, a
newrs toxin, for a long period over
plantations have bsd to deaths and
health problems in people. The
health issues include cancer, cere-
hral palsy, epilepsy mental disor
derand infertility

Demands of Endesulfan Peeditha
Janakesys Munnani

simplzment Supreme Court
verdict of January 10, 2017

e 5iart medical college and other
treatrment fadlities

e5tart a tribunal to settle cases
®Write off debts of victim families

®Provide facilities for BUDS
schoals

sRanstate ration facilities

& Diestroy endosul fan burled in
warous places

eimplement model village project
#increase pendon by 75,000

NEW PROMISES

ENDOSULFAN VICTIMS REMIND
GOVERNMENT OF ITS PROMISES

The affected families hold protest exactly a year after government promised them all help

Bt ks very difficult to camy my

= Abu Haneef of Ajanur, a schoal
teaschorer and Eatber of b childnen

atfected by vadous diseases

The parerits will take care of thelr
chilidren even without any help.
Bt | do not know what will
happen o my daughter after my
death

—E Thamban, a single pasent inhis
Lyt Bl

There are people wio are wtill shy

—Jameeln Ashmi of Ambalatham, who
wis armorg the four mothers who
successtully challenged the
government in Supreme Court

Thire are ¢ hildren dying for lack of
proper theatment. The pension was
stopped five months badk

—secretary of EPIM, Ambalathar
Kumhikeishnan

Mty son Ajith has been undar
ayurvedic treatment for long. | am
hapaful of his recovery ame day

=P Kishnan of Badivadka

| mm niot able to wark and take cane
of my 18-year-old s on Riyaz after the
duat h of my wife Mariyomma in
2017

= Muhammed of Bnmakaje

The government has announced various infrastructure facilities and financial
ald for rehabltation. Minister for Health and Social Justice K K Shaiaga will
inawgurate the rehabilitation facilities for Endesulfan victims at Mullvar village
in Kasaragod on February B, The govemment is spending £58.75 crore for the
rehabilitation village. The special schools in Endosulfan-affected aneas such as
Mullyar, Kayyw, Cheemenl, Karadika and Kumbadaje would be vpgraded to

rehabllitation centres for mother and child.
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Collector calls for re-examination
of endosulfan aid beneficiaries

EXPRESS NEWS SERVILE
aHraragea

DISTRICT Cellector D
Sajith Babu recommend:
il @ ve-escamn inat lom of all
thed, 727 people identified
by the government as en-
dosulfan victims after he
found Mnancial irrego

larities worth crorves of

rupees in the disbursal of
aid and solatium to the
survivars

The findings are part
ol a report e subamitted
to the Department of So-
cial Justice on July 24,
2.

The report was made
public on Friday by Kera-
In Agricultural Universi-
ty's profiessor K M Sreeki-
mar, & voeal denialist of
the endasulfan-triggenesd
disaster.

At the end of his 73
page repart, the collector
wkadle Tonnr peenimmenda
tions. He asked the state
government to formulaie
criteria to identify endo-
stlian-al foctoed atients,
and reexamine all the
6,727 patients now on the
lizt.

L

Hi asked the gavern
ment to take steps to re-
move unmerited persons
from the list. He also
asked the government o
deploy 1CDE supervisors
to collect one-time data
on all endosul fan by visit-
ing their houses, and then
assipn Anganwadi stafll
to visit the houses and
submit a status report
every month

Rocial activisis wel
comxd the colbeclor's de
cizion to weed out unde-
serving persons from the
listof endosulfan patients
bt eondemned the pec
ommendations to re-ex-
amine all the 6727
pat jenis,

“The government al
resicly hies a el of guide
lines to identify endosul-
fan patients. Medical

camps are conduebed
ased on the gubdelines
and patients are identi-
fied after a rigorous proc-
ess," zald writer Ambi-
Kasuthumn kangad.

“A blanket call to re-
examine all the patients
Is an amtempt to scutile
the government s welfare
programmes under e
cover of a few irregulari-
ties,” he said.

Endosulfan Peeditha
JanakKeeya Munnanits
Ambalathara Kun
hikrishnan said the col-
lector’s recommendation
to re-examine all the pa-
thents wins in linewith his
prejudice against endo-
sulfan-affected families.
“We et a feeling that the
povernment posted Sajith
Babu in Kasaragod with
the sole objective to dis-
credit endesulfan victims
and sabotage the welfare
proErammes Fiomm e in
side,” he said.

To b sure, the collector
in his report was critical
of the oflicials and the
e ical officers who gt
petrated the alleged fi-
nancial rvegularities.

THE=%® HINDU

07 October 2021

/E/ndosulfan vic

The LDF Government had
conducted 38 camps and
identified 6,727 persors for
endosulfan  compensation,

a separace multddisciplinary
unit for rreatimg endosulfan
victims. The Government

Token protest
the Social Wellare:
Mimister's reply to the not
fice. Speaker M. B Rajesh de-
nled permission for the
BOFHETIENEN motion.
Measrwhile, 3 large num-
ber of emdosalian-affected
individuals and their family

Tha writing bs on the wall: Leaces of the Opposition V.0, Sat

“Miptal 7 4

tims disowned: UDF

ol g

S —
UDF: G
endosulfan victims

‘Remediation cell imert for over a year’

T ondaiy

ovt. disowns

" .
eestesan puts hes signature on the

matiom on The s, [nlan
Umice:  Mislim  Loewges
(BUMLY begiaainr LA, el
unna i the “remedis:

FECIAL LR RS YT nomedd with pesiicide pok
PR U wing on ihe Boi of ende
Thee Corpresa- b Umited] [ il Beniehcousien. o brisl
momE From (UDF) ea 1000 have not seosheed the
i S it e . an cacred by
State Government fof beas i Supresse Court, Ende
g thasazabs off mafan victime had ne soces
it o proper medical case. Ex
erbots b thee burch priniv privais aprab in

in nelghbosurieg
Earmanaks were heif only
ot He calind s former
Dustrisct Collector wha: (o
piler] & e iguia Lhe in
rrris of fhe atiected ol
dren w e agpent of the

2 bt 2700 peaple g,
by aof Surendran who made himaelf a canvas in solidarity with the endosulfan victims during et ﬁr,::
I‘J'l!"thﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂtfélﬁulhmhﬂmthwrmuﬂw_ T re—— rﬁ[ﬂl-n:rhﬁ“

Leadct Uppmition
members reached the State et demanding the speedy  Tves. The daplong PIOSE  woss e o
capital on Wednesday morn-  disbursal of compensation  wascondacted undertheas = beast 1000 pecple disg:
ing from Basaraged in order &3 well as implensentation of  gis of 2 solidarity commirtes.
o participase in a token prot-  various rehab@litation inits- [with inputs from PTT)
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Return endosulfan to company: protesters.

Kerala (PCK) godowns in Kasaragod district posed a

Kasaragod district. The prot-  threat to public safety.

esters have called for the About 1,438 litres of endo-

pesticide stocks to be re-  sulfan have been stored in

turned to the company for PCK godowns for over 20

safe disposal. years. The endosulfan solu 1

Inaugurating a protest ton is stored in 914.55 litres
Planta- in Periya, 73.75 litres k/

Unnithan, Con- Rajapuram. a protest march at Periye in Kasaragod on Friday against the

gress leader and MP, said he decision to deactivate endosulfan in current storages.

and his party would stand 2042 action

with the affected people In 2012, when there was sulfan in the reservoirs said , which had
against the decision to dis- threat of endosulfan leaks would be deactivated soon, suffered the most from en-
pose of and deactivate endo- from old godowns, they butnoaction wastaken, said  dosulfan, should not be
sulfan at their current stor-  were transferred to mew go-  Mr. Kartha. turned into a chemical labo-
age. Mr. Unnithan said such downs through a scheme The process of deactiva- - ratory again. He said the de-
a decision had beentakenby called Operation Blossom tion at Kasaragod itself is of  cision to deactivate endosul-
authorities when the affect- Spring. Authorities at the great concem to the people fan in Kasaragod district
ed people had not yet been  time announced that endo-  of the district. Mr. Kartha should be withdrawn.

Better safe than sorry: Rajmohan Unnithan, MP, inaugurating

THE TIMES OF INDIA

17 October 2021

‘Endosulfan victims being failed again’

3,713 People In Compensation List Yet To Receive Aid, Alleges Oppn

Toaes Miws Mo Twnes £ to the dangers of toxic chemi
cals suchss BUT enbering the
food chain, which subsegu-

ently bed courts bo fix “strict

Thiruvananihapuram: Ex
tending support (o the Endo

sulfan victims protesting be-
fore the secpeiariat, the oppo-
sitbon of Wednesday raised
the victins grievanoces in the
assembY alleging that the go-
wernment has nol beenabbe to
implement thie Supreme Co-
urtorder pronounced four ye-
FET

The cppesition also poin:
ted out that the remediation
orll sel up fr counlinating
varicus departments bo add-
ress the grievinos of Endo-
sullan victims has been dys-
functional for the past on ye-

ar.

Groting the numbers and
the Supreme Court verdsct,
oppsinion leader VD Sathee.
sian sakl s many a5 3,713 vie-
1l i thie List bave not recei-
vl sty financial help yet B
uzh the court had ordered in
A Twrdsburse R s lakh each

Leader of opposison ¥ D Satheesan & deguty header # K Nunhalfirtty

put teir sigrabures on the paintod bare body of a pretestor seeking
quﬂnrtﬂn;luﬁudm.lntﬁmnmﬂmrmmubdnfm_

o themwithinihies months,

“As many a8 1031 persons
wiho were found to be viciims
of Endosulfan in 37 (self
have not been included in the
list of the affected. There are
o IFRUME care oemdied oF
sven neurologists in any of
the hospitals in the district
and they are forced 1o g te

Mangaluru. After the pande
mic birake ourl, it has become
e dATiceilt o visit the o
spitals diss b6 fravel restric-
tions and as & resualt, as many
20 children hawe died in the
area,” Satheesan iakd

Citing Rache] Carson's en-
vironmental classic ~Sient
Spring” that drew attention

Hability™ o the Cimpan les
responsible. Sathesian amid
the Supremye Cowrt i the oo
untry hus modifed sirect 15-
blity bo “ultimate lakdlity™
on those responsible. In the
case of- Endosulfan, it is the
atadie which is reagonsibhe.
and ultimate responsisblicy
lies wiith thee state, he said.

The opposition alss velwe-
mently eriticized the meport
of Tormer Kasaragod district
eollewior 12 51t Babu who
had recommended that ihe
list of Endosulfan victims
Tt e ey ised as several in-
eligible perachs hove been in
cloded int.

“The Hst was prequmed af-
ter thees rowsds of medical
sereening. The district oolbec:
tor says it Is wrong. The go-
wernmaetit  should  clardy
whether it is the govern.

metin’s poldiey” he said

Bocial justice and higher
education minister K Bindu
sasd the collector's peport i
nod the gover nsent's polacy
in the matter Assuring Shat
the remediation cell will be
revonstinted sooq, e mni
ster readoarla listof Mmsancial
Al under sarious schenses
and programivies already gi-
wen to the victims, including
H5 171 erore a& compersation,
Rs 16 Bcrone for the treatment
of the victims, and waivingof
power bills. Shealsoaaid that
the work on seming up a he
e o college i Blasag gosl
s pregressing

Earlier; raising the mai-
ter, Kasaragod MLA N A Hel-
likkknru said the former col
lector has been behaving as if
e 15 theagent of Endosaiian
nmanmufaciuring  companies
and demanded that the go
vernmest should make jls
stand clear with negards b
his recommendat ins

82



Media Dossier On Endosulfan Issue In Kerala

THE TIMES OF INDIA

21 December 2021

‘Endosulfan being us

v

gO\A TN ADY,
d to poison

waterholes, kill tigers in MP’

P.Naveen@timesgroup.com

Bhopal: Endosulfan, an in-
secticide, is being used to kill
tigers and other wildlife in
Madhya Pradesh, say activ-
ists, who have moved an in-
tervening application in the
high court, seeking imple-
mentation of National Tiger
Conservation Authority
{(NTCA)guidelines.

The petition says water-
holes are being poisoned to
kill wild animals for their or-
gans. The insecticide isbeing
phased out globally, but not
fast enough.

“A recent investigation
has found that a tigress, two
cubs and three deer died due
to poisoning of waterholes in
Pench Tiger Reserve in the
last two months, and the poi-
son used was the dangerous
‘endosulfan’. It's banned
globally, but its continued use
here is a cause of alarm be-
cause of the threat it posesto
human health, wildlife and
the environment,” said advo-
cate Aditya Sanghi, who has
flled the petition for social ac-
tivist Ajay Dubey

“After tigers are killed,
poachers remove their intes-
tines and wash out other or-
gans, which are then smug-
gled in the world market,”
sald Duhey

The application seeks di-
rectives for the constitution
of a special tiger protection
force (STPF) in MP by imple-
menting NTCA guidelines as
"moreand more tigers are be-
ing killed using rare poisons

ol -
o 4N A petition filed before the Bhopal
L 3N poisoned to kill wild animals for
I gy their organs. The insecticide,
. Endosulfan, is being phased out
globally, but not fast enough
and electric wires™. authorities recommended
Sanghi said the petition creating a post of deputy di-
has been pending since 2016 rector-bufter but nothing has
but hasassumedsignificance  happened on that count or to
aspoachingof tigersandoth- controlpoachingactivitiesin
er wild animals has “in-  the state. In fact, a high-level
creased in the past year”. committee has recommend-
“It is on record that 36 ti-  ed deploying a Special Tiger
ger deaths have heen report-  Protection Forcein BTR, con-
ed in Madhya Pradesh this sidering the poaching threat

year. Often, without a proper
investigation, the author-
ities declare that the deaths
were due to inflghting,"he
said.

“The fact is that poachers
are involved in poisoning
wildlife in the core area and
buffer zones of tiger re-
serves,” headded.

Many farmhouses and re-
sorts have been cohstructed
adjacent to the boundary of
the core areas of national
parks in Madhya Pradesh, he
added, pointing ont that this
15 not permissible under the
Law:

In Bandhavgarh Tiger Re-
serve(BTR), an investigation
revealed that electrocution is
turning out to be a lrequent
method to killtigers but noth
ing has been done to stop this,
Sanghisaid.

“After the buffer areas
wereopened Lo the public, the

perspective.  Unfortunately,
more than seven years have
passed since NTCA recom-
mended these measures but
nothing has happened vet,”
says the petition.

Openingup the buffer and
core areas to tourism has led
toarise inpoaching of tigers,
the petition suggests.

“Unfortunately poaching
is rampant and increasing
day by day, but for reasonsdil-
ficult to understand, the au-
thorities are just interested
in tourism because it creates
funds,” it adds.

Dubey has prayed in his
petition that wildlife must be
protected al any cost and tou-
rism should not be the pri-
mary objective.

He seeks adirection to the
state authorities to coordi-
natewith NTCA and immedi-
ately implement its recom-
mendations.
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“Kerala did zilch for endosulfan-hit: SC

Bench qhestionﬁ govt. delay in paying compensation despite its directive in 2017

ERISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
HEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
slammed the Kerala govern-
ment for doing “virtually
nothing™ for endosulfan pes-
ticide exposure victims. The
court said the State’s inac-
tion was “appalling” and
mmmmmahmudgﬂ
top court's 2017 j 3
uhh:hhaclnrdﬂ‘e{jitmpay
15 lakh each to the victims in
three months.

that only eight out of 3,704
victims have been paid

protesting in the Kerala
capital last vear. =ssasmsua

for five years. Besides the
fact that the delay is appall-
ing, the inaction is in breach
of the orders of this court,” a
Bench led by Justice DY
Chandrachud observed
sharply in its order in a con-
tempt petition filed by those
affected by the aerial spray-
ing of endosulfan on cashew
plantations in Kasaragod
district.

The court noted that
though the State govern-
ment had, in January 2022,
authorised the disbursal of
an additional ¥200 crore, so
far only eight victims have
got 5 lakh each out of the al-
lotted money.,

These eight happen to be
the victims who had sought
contempt action against the
State in the Supreme Court.
All these years, the State
seemed to have ignored oth-
ers like them, voiceless, face-
less and too poor to ap
proach the apex court, but
nevertheless maimed for life
by the toxin.

‘Pitiable condition®

“We fail 1o understand the
logic or the rationale of the
State government in disburs-
ing compensation only to
those who have the ability to
move this court... There are

a large number of victims to]
whom no compensatdon has
been provided despite the
passage of over five years
since the date of the judg-
ment of this court.

Marginalised section
Most of the victims, as the
data before the court indi-
cate, are from the marginal-
ised segments of society.

Many of the victims are in
a pitiable condition to whom
compensation on an urgent
basis has to be provided,”
the Supreme Court observed
in the order.

“The right to health is an
integral part of the right to
life under Article 21 of the
Constitution. Without
health, the faculties of living
have little meaning” the
court noted.

CONTINUED OM » PAGE B
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Victims miffed at
gont. delay’ in
Treanmen il
rehabdlitation
p—

ShA AR
E. Praveena of Mnungal, a
few kin frem Kasfuegad
maRicipality, & worrsd
shout e fome of her 1S
i ol o born with cere-
bral paley. 3 victio of the ¢
dimslfan peaticide sprayed
Ecros plani it i the dis-
1rio garlier.

Hizs  behodowr s
changed with agr. e ofien
DTS AEEiarne a1 the shyphd
et detarbanoe” s M
Praveena, 35, whs apeit her
cafrer i 2 wchood i Maddoai
o ke caneol the child wies
fer busband  shandoned
e, s i D00 A bclated
cag ol the appaling ooeli-

o o i swbirs of emadosuien
victios residing nea (he
cashew plantaions in Kis
yagod . OF the 3,704 v,
WL wre bedrididen, 15505 ma
wly challemged, 300 are
phiysically Saabled, 119 sul
fering (e cancer while
3,940 cabvers tall il ebr pesk
il eabegory.

Leng waldt for justice
The vl Supreme Court
order palling op the Kerals
pervermemend fof ek ing the
anmprTEation 1o the victime
b relisallen! ihe hopes of
Ehrir familbes. <¥ed, & = 3 e
B s after o dong wat for
Jusmice ” wne Me Fravessa,
wihe makies & Boing veaching
misis onlme. by 2017, the
apes court Bod ordervd that
Ehe grrverTEmont pay 45 lakh
cach 1 the victims in three
Mtk

Eespine 1he coout nuling

these Gmikes sto miffed o
of the [eercesvnd delay i pet-
g medicil Baclbioes preat
ment. o eohulilitation
civpe with libe-long bvalth s
e aimadogg o of U Pfty
of endisiiile

~Wi are dorom 1o dogemd
1 hempitals wich specialis
care [acilsies in nearby Man
ralura” sy Raprimar, wha

ei with ber Hycarold
meeraally o hu Benged gt
or and b eofierecisn
st W0 o ok iefos 34

(hemgada

ihers M 5. Pravitha o
wovit, deaperately ywams
Bt o BLDS acncd, 3 feew anad
opEn speaial imbsation. sl
wp by the posviniwnd for
mentally chulenged chikieon
of peor famshes. “Such
schands should be s in
mers pRama panchuva in
help our chilckrn,” s sns

eruel & vicom of mu

 Endosulfan victims, relatives hail

I ceep PR Ripriws with hed daughte: s
Grama asre Pyt i K s agnd debet, o

# Rar®

sllsn ewpamape, TV, Safha.  tive care hosphial 25 wrll o3
a Peident of Cheemenl, B superapeoaly eepical fo
wifleping Ifom concey sl tevating 1" she sy, feeling
chopmic  bainey  disease.  relievnd affer the Suprene

Boatagod regiid v a palis

Coagl| e

22ldez g

rudirasllan wickim, ot thed hewne o2 Cengals

Bawed of 3 fepaurd by pee
sral dmtiste of Cvupa
vl lealih, the Nationsl
Vagmiain. Baghes Comumibsia
seommended b the Stane

PrEnment in 2080 to el
bikh 3 Cenirally spoftones
pallianfee cisr hoapelal i
Kmmaragod. “Had the frcoms
| Eeadaions beon  implied
mamied then, theos porostsd
Shoudt 5,700 of thein ipreai
over Bl willages, wemsld 1w
hase 1y go deoagh this of
deal” savs KA. Raburan, @
Artborulesilan acthod
Wk Mababan, secrris,
Confederation of Kndomalia
Wtims Right Collective, a0
s ihe auihorities of &
laying the cormpletion of
irhshlitamon village in I
Bited o Mulvaa “Now thes
Bapiew patiests have (o na
Eroarn primary hesle centrs
i e slisiwicy hospeinad e g
selmmeRl-iponsored ool
meerecal Anres fof Evatne
and medicnes,” he s,
ANef confrming ihe dea
Ty effecti of ther pasticicde. 1t
peenment hanfel @&

in Xx15
-
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A A riqd
Demands of endosulfan
victims unfulfilled

Inspect medical facilities given

V(& dap

Palliative care to be implemented. LK t K al d 1 f . [i S C
; Jsholan, secretary of the . »
hospital and o of Endosl. O er El e n OSU aﬂ “C mS.
rehahilitarion l:: \:;]:irmwnm Colee
village e B A0 A Court directs Kasaragnd District Legal Services Authority to file report in 6 weeks
encosulfan-
) LEGIAL CORRESPONDENT that it has made thé neces-
e :ﬁﬁa“"‘; m T'h:'“‘"' sary medical fucilities #vail
Supreme  Coiant on e o wictim,
s e mwg ﬁmmm‘ Thursday directed the Kxs in May, the apex couet
found dead in their howse st faced by them could have raged District Legal Services slamsrtd the Kerala govern-
Panashacy villge in Kisars  been addressed,” Mr. Asho- Auhority in Renda to i e far doing *
posd s Droagh back the b= lam sald. Endosulfan vice apect the medical and palka wwﬁfmwlﬁﬂw
vus on peoblems and chal  tims and families continue tive care Tacilites provided ricide exposiire vicne.
lenges facing families of 1o face socsl isclation, and o endcsubfan victims. The court had sid the
endksafan viceims. ey meed palliathes care, | A Beenoch ded by Jasdice DU Saane's inaction was “yppall
This s mot the fesz case.  Mr. Ashokan saidl Chandrachud ordered the le- ing” and ameunted o a
Eight years ago, an endosal fal services suthority Lo st breach of the apex count’s
fan victm, afecwed by can- Palllathve core hospliad | Ml s repont in sz weeke, jeschgrmaendt in 007, whiichs had
allegedty ended his lfe M4 Rshman, an activis, | The order came afier vic- ordered the State o pay 15
when his name falled to ag- 53 the dermand for & pallis- tims, repeescnbed by senlos lakh each to the victins in
pear iin the st of victims o Uve care hospital and 20 en- advocate PN, mmﬁmmwm‘lnﬁmﬂim v.thm: SAnging a illwee months.
Fected by the sgrchemical.  dosulfan victims rehabilita- | and achocate Sudheer, com  protest in Thiruvanastbapuram. o the 2,004 victhms, 102
tion villige was yet to be | plained of e lack of kealth are bediridden, 126 are men-
Bebier infra mvet. [ecidentally, the | care infrastrocture provided  tive and physiotherapy In The Siate governmend has sy challenged, 204 are
While the Opposition has  trct has over 10,000 pa Ly thwe State despite the best e district, which became  recently Sled an affubevit ke physically disabled, 19 are
wermed the deaths s ,_-. tiemts. ~They suffer depres- offors  of the district  1he foral poimt of insecdcide  forming the apex coun wTecked by cancer while
vernmentsponsored, act-  sion, Beumcial problems, admimisiration. contaminatian affecting  about the dishwrsal of com- 2,966 otters fall o the cesi-
whits feel 1Bt b-flvr-urm- and social boyoott in s “The efforts hawe to be  bundreds of Gmilies. The pensation o 5% of the viee  dwal caregory,
truchure facilicies, including  lence.” he addied. made o the highest beads bn  coust ssked the legal servic:  tms. “The fight to health is an
palliative care bargitabs, set- Even the demand 10 oos: the Seste povernment,” Mr  es suthority delegation 1o v Advocare  Mishe Rajen  imiegrad past of the right to
ting up of pehabilitamon vil:  wers che Tata Trust COVITHA Kavesndrin sobmined. it district hospials, com-  Shonker, for Keraly, mid the  Bfe under Article 71 of the
liges. and the recommenda.  bospital into 3 palliative ‘The Bench directed the b mumity and primary bealth 15 bakh compessation has  Constirusion. Withust
thons of the Mational Human care centre Bus not bess gall services authority teams  cemtres v gei a thorough  reached almoest afl of the v health, the Gonlties of Bving
Rights Commission are yel  oonsldensd yer, he said o examine the facilities pro-  and objective assesamens of e 3,700 victises. have lgike meaning” the
) wishedd for healtheane, palliz-  the grousd siuation The State hal countered  court bud roted in thee case
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DRAGGED DOWNBY
- ‘LACKOF’SYSTEM

Cameghers of endosulophan Wotims say they ars on brink of breakdown
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‘WITH 4 BROTHERS TO TAKE CARE OF, THERE’S NO ME’
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UDF to support Daya Bai’s cause,

hold protest

Activist put on intravenous fluids at General Hosp, Oppn leader Satheesan says he will raise the issue with C

EEPRESS NEWS 5E

E i TPsan

N as sockal acthyist Dy
Bai“s health deteriorates, the
sate government s relsctant to
give 1 elear nssuranes that hee
demands for better healtheare
Excilities for endozulfin victims
willl bemeed. Bt vordd be nineteon
days an Wadnesday since she
started the hunger strike in fronk
of the Secretariat

Al present, dhe (2 admitted 1o
the G neral Hospital where she
is puton intravenous fuids (1Y)
[His poayipess 1o o Back bo ke pi
ted] venue was rejected by doc
fors abtemding to her

19 October
i fepapd

« el

“She ks very thred. Her righi
kg is aching dueto an injury she
suffered while she was shifted to
hospital the first time.
Alsa, her right hand
has bocormie ST and
she has difficulties in
stretching her hand,™
eabil Ambadathara Kia
jukrishran & member
of the Endosalfan S
i Sarmithi, whs met
hir 3t the Bazpital.

Meanwhile, the UDF leadeor
ahip huo extendid s support o
ihe agitation. The UDF bisder
ship hae decided tohold a protess
march to the Secretariat on Sat

03z

NEEprEns

comSef TRSET @Y

urday demanding just loe for

"I'I'I."I.llfll'lmdvnmuil.ﬂhrm
gis of state Congress
president K Sudhaka
Fan, Dpposition Lend
or W [ Satheezan and
IUML general secre
tary P K Kimhaliioutry
vizgited Dava Bavi at
the hospital. Sathee
s Later tokd the me-
dlin that b wotild i
the issue with the chiefl
nalaisger

Samithi‘sexplanation
The samars svmithi sl beged that

ihe government has only given
vague assarances to Dayw Bal
O Ootober 18, ministers Yeena
Georpe and K Bindu had met Bad
and accepied some of her de-
mands. But the mimutes of the
maeeting. isswed wpan the insist
enoe of Eal, allegedly watered
diwm tho prom s, Aocording to
e aamithi officebearers, the
ministers had approved ber de
mand for cxpert irestment Gueili
e in Mve major Boepitals. Also,
it was decided to establish meuno
spociality care cenmtre af the dis
Irbel hospital. Bul the minsies
document aaid: “medbcal colle pe
will be completed in a time

berane] mrsnnnaer ™, " pliames e afoot
o make the mother and child
hosplital functional in fwo
memihs", and thad “necessany for
ilities will b arranged in other
hogpitils afer IRspeeting
them".

Acoording to the samithi, the
s oS I abd il dayeare
cenitres will Be apened for men
tally challenged and the bedrid
don. Bud the minutes sajd this
demand “will be conajdersd.”
The samithi office-bearers said
Drava Bk hiacd o8] theam chat she
woLdd cont i e profest wntil
the government acceplad the di-
memds chearky:

8
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SC transfers endosulfan case to Kerala HC

Supreme Court sys with the compensaton paid, the only fctor left is the provision of medical and palliative care for the victims; the High Court will
be in a better position to monitor that apect judges ask the Kerala Chief Justice (o list the case before his Bench or assign any other Bench

drachiad said the Sate has
cnmplied with the dishur-
sement of compensation 1o
victims. Senior advocate
Jaideep Gupta and advo
cae Nishe Rajen Shonker,

a “hetter position” (o i
fhar that aspect.

The court tramsferred
thet case to the High Court
It requesied the  Kerals
Chief Justice ta list the case

before his Bench or assign

On Algust 18 lasy year,
the top cotrt had directed
the Kasaragod [Hstrict Le-

gal Services Awmhority to
inspect the medical and
palliative care facilities
provided to endesulfan

victime.

The fow Kerals, sabd the 15 lakh The order had come al-  Court’s judgment in 2017,

SEW DELH compersation has reachesd fer victims, epresented by which had ordered the

abmost all of the gwer 3,700 semiol, advocate PN, Ha-  State to pay 25 hikh each o

he Supreme Court  victims. veendran and advocate  the  victims  in three
Tl:lrl Tuesday wrans- The Bench said it has Sudheer, complained of  momths

ferred 1o Kerals  been passing orders from the lack of health care in- of the victims, 102 ane

High Couwrt the responsibilce —— time 10 time while maoni- frastructure provided by bedridden, 326 are mencal-

oy of monitoring the mea-  toring the case. Mow, with the State despite the best |y challenged, 200 are

sures taben by the Staeto  the  compensation  pald, efforts of the distrien  physically disahled, and

provide medical and pallia-  the only factor lef; was the administration. 119 are wrecked by cancer

tive care for vicilms of en-  proviglon of medical and In May last year, the 5u-  while 2,966 others fall in

comtamination. palliathve care wo the vic premse Cowrt had slammed  the residual category.
A Bench ked by Chief nms. The Supreme Court the Kerala government for “The right 1o health ls
Justice of India DY, Cham:  said the High Court was in - in Thsuvananthapsasme, sLe FHom Golng, “virmally nothing™  an inegral part of the right

for Endosulfan pesticide
EXPOsUTe victims,

The court had said the
Sraes Imaction was “ap-
palling™ and amounied ioa
breach of ihe Suprems

o life under Article A of
the Constiution. Without
health, the (aculties of liv-
g hawe litile meaning,”
the cotrt had noced In the
A

#
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NTERNATIONAL TU BODY URGES INDI
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PAN INDIA

Pesticide Action Network(PAN) India, 10/233/3, Ground Floor
Sarangi Complex, Chiyaram Post, Thrissur District, Kerala Pin : 680026
E-mail : admin@ pan-india.org | Web : www.pan-india.org
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